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PART J. 



HISTORICAL CHAPTERS. 



INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. 



Our yoxxng readers are reoomineiided to transfer to their Bibles 
the infoimation contained in this Manual, so as to be able to 
answer at Examinations from the Bible, rather than from the 
MaanaL 

In order to do this : The text of Jeremiah must be carefolly 
studied in the Bible itself, and every word printed in italics in 
this Maanal should be there underUned. The date of each 
event of importance may be written at the head of each chiqyter, 
or given in the margin, so that the oftf^r of time may be as easily 
followed in their own Bibles as in the MannaL 

Constant reference to the "Order of SvenW* is strongly 
recommended, pp. 16-21, as by comparing the arrangement 
there given with the Sketches of History, and with the Text 
itself, each reign may be made np with snf&dent fulness, and 
with perfect accnracy. 

The headings of the Chapters and Paragraph Headings may be 
used, in the first instance, as keys to the subject matter of the 
chapter, and afterwards as tests of memory. 

In order that answers may be given with confidence as to 
their correctness, a list of books used in compiling this Manual 
is given, and special reference to authorities, in any case of 
importance, in the notes themselves. 

A glance at the Questions for Examination wiU suffice to 
satisfy our young friends that whatever help they may get from 
mf^T^nftla Buch as this, there are yet many questions which can 
be answered only from the text of the Bible itself. 



St. Paul's PARSoirAei, 

BlKKXRHBAD, 

May, 1878. 



List of Books befebbed to. 



Home'B In;trodu6tion to th« Study of the Hcly Scriptura. 

a volt. 

The Speaker^B Commentary, 

Critical and Experimental OommaiUarff. By Brown, 
JamiesoB, and FausBet. 
Scott^s Commentary. 

The Scripturee Arranged. By Bey. H, Linton. 
Smitk*B DUiUonary of the Bible. 
Eadie*$ Cydopcedia. 

The Old and New Testaments. By Dr. Townsend. 
Prideaux' Connexion of the Old and New Testaments. 



(1.) SKETCH OF THE A88YBIAN EMPIRE, 

Ttam B.O. 747 to 63e. 



TIfflatb FUeser (known m Niniui the Totinger). The Empire 
of Assyria having fallen under a oombined attack by 
BeleslB (or Baladan), king of Babylon, and ItImmb, king 
of the Modes {$ee Tabular View)^ in the year of Rome 7, 
and in the 2nd year of the 8th Olympiad, IHglath Pileaer, or 
Pilneaer (whom some identify with Arbacee), fixed his 
residence at Kineveh, on the Tigris, and founded the 
2nd Astyrian Ernpirt' 

In the 6th year of his reign, Ahas, king of Judah, having 
been attacked by the kings of Syria and of Israel — Kezin 
and Pekah — instead of looking to Jehovah for deliverance, 
sent all the gold and silver which he had taken from the 
Temple to Tiglath PHeser, in order to obtain from him aid 
against his enemies — Isai. vii. The king of Assyria listened 
to his appeal, and came with a large army into Palestine. 
Bezin, the king of Syria, was slain in battle, Damascus, his 
capital, was taken, and the kingdom of Syria was closed 
in the year 740 B.O. At the same time, the two-and-a-half 
tribes beyond Jordan were taken into captivity, though the 
kingdom of Israel itself remained for some time longer. 

Bhalmaneser, 729 b.o. (called Shcdman in Hosea x. 14.) As 
soon as he was settled on the throne he subdued Samaria, 
and made Hoshea tributary. But five years afterwards, 
B.o. 724, So (or Sabacus), the Ethiopian, having invaded 
^gyP^* <^i^d ™ei^ to SP^at power there, Hoshea entered into 
an alliance with him, and threw off the Assyrian yoke. 
Shalmaneser immediately marched against him, and, after 
a siege of three years, took the city of Samaria again 
(B.o. 721), and carried the people away to the cities of the 
Modes. (At this time Tdbit^with Thisbe his wife, and 
Tobias his son— was taken to Assyria.) At the same time 



VfTMODVCTIOS. 




m (calkd Smso^ Im. zz. IK li ■■ i i tte pay- 
If nf fritintin finM HrfHA. H^ rf Tiwfafc Hk 
bani^ nfuMil, lie cms nto Ji 
zxztL ItvMailUilaMHaekidk^i 
tion to ImOdi took piaee; a^ tbe 
d^reeiontben»4ial«f Ako. b tte foUawiiv jev the 
eDiboaB7firaniMcnMbdiBo]adaB,k^«f Bdb^oB, lesdied 
Jenmlem, their object being to make eaq i uij «■ to the 
miiBde of the ami-^al, aad to indnoe bmi to cater into an 
aOuuioewiih the k^ of Bebjkn ageinet tte Aajriau. 
Heaekiah baving ■hovn the ■inliawiVaii bb tiiammn, vae 
told by Isaiah that bis -wealth and hk d<wmdairt8 woold 
allbecaRiedawayby the Babybadana. Swmacherib aoon 
came with a strong anny agahiBt Jndea. At fint Hesekiah 
boogbt him off with gold and silver taken bram the Temple ; 
but afterwards, in the year 710, when the Assyrians again 
invaded the land, be appealed to the Lord, and the de- 
stmction of the As^rians was the answer to his prayer — 
Isai. zzxvL-ix. Sennacherib himself was slain by two of 
his sons while worshipping in the Temple of Nisroch (an 
eagle-beaded Assyrian idol). 

Esazbaddon, 710. In the fourth year of bis reign be earned 
away all that remained of the ten tribet, and sent colonies of 
idolatrons people from the countries beycmd the Euphrates 
to dwell in the cities of Samaria, fulfilling thus the predic- 
tion of Isaiah viL 8, sixty-fiee yean having elapsed between 
the prediction and the events that fulfilled it. In this reign 
Manastehf son of Hezekiah, was taken captive and brought 
to Esarhaddon, who put bim in chains, and had him taken 
to Babylon. (It should be noted that Esarhaddon caused 
Manasseh to be brought to BaJbylon^ not to Nineveh. 
2 Chron. xzxiii 11-18. He was the only king of Assyria 
who could have done this, having made himself master of 
Babylon during a period of confusion there. This use of 
the word Babylon in Scripture is an undesigned coinddence 
of much value). Eventually Manasseh repented, and Grod 
disposed his oonqaeror to clemency, so that he was rtitored 
to hu tfvnmi. 
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SMBdwflil&iui (Nebuehodonotor 1.), 669. The ilege of Ecbfttaaa, 
the oapitiJ of Media, and the siege of Betholia, by 
Holofemes — see Book of Judith, ch. i. — are the prindpaJ 
events of this reign. 

SarBCOB {Chyni Ladanu8\ 648. A weak ruler, and one so in- 
capable of reigning, that Nabopolassar, one of his generals, 
made an alliance with Gyaxares, king of Medea, and sub- 
verted, finally, the empire of Nineveh. 



(2.) SKETCH OF THE CHALDEAN EMPIRE. 



(The first Beast— the Uon.) 
(The head of Gold— see Dan. ii. and viL) 

Nabopolassar, 626. Having destroyed Nineveh, the Chaldean 
power became so formidable that the king of Egypt, 
Pharaoh Necho, son of Psammetik I., determined to check 
it, if possible, while yet in its infancy. Accordingly, he 
led an army against the Chaldeans, and defeated them at 
Carchemish, on the Euphrates, B.o. 610. The result of 
this defeat was that Nabopolassar lost all the countries 
west of Euphrates, including, of course, Syria and Palestine. 
Nabopolassar, however, finding himself unable to cope with 
his new enemy, whether from age or from infirmities, 
associated his son, Nebuchadnezzar, with him on the throne; 
and the military skill manifested at once by the young 
monarch almost immediately restored the lost empire ; for 
in the year 606 B.O. the Chaldeans defeat Necho's army at 
the same place — Carchemish, — and recover, as a conse- 
quence, Syria and Palestine* 

Nobndiadiieizar (Nebuchodonosor II.)* In the same year (606) 
ne entered Judsea, took Jerusalem, and put Jehoiakim in 
chains, to bring him to Babylon, but, moved by the king's 
promises, he restored him to the throne. Many captives 
were at this tune brought to Babylon ; among them Daniel 
and the *' three children," Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 



tWTMODUCTIOlf. 
jd n mh t, AmrUit, tad MimO^ tad ihotqj 



In tlia jmt 003^ liie fourtk ol NtVirlmifamiir^i togn, 
dream or vinon of the four great camiiuM y rfrf^ n{«er, 
bnut, Mad iron^ — mmj be placed. It ia xeoosdad In the 
aeoond diapter of DanieL 

In the aame year (B.a 603) Jehoialdm, haYing aerved the 
king of Bahykm tluee yeaia (2 Kinga zziv. 1) rebelled 
agahiat him, and refonDg to pay any more tribute, renewed 
hia alliance with Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt. At first 
Hebndiadnezzar met this revolt by tending ordeis to all the 
Syrian commanden to attack Jenualem. For three years, 
therefore, Jehoiakim waa aasailffd by inceasant inTadona by 
Ammonites, Hoabites, Syrians, Arabians, and other nationa 
in obedience to orders received from Babylon. Bat in the 
eleventh year of Jehoiakim a combined attack was mads 
(2 Kings xziv. 10), and Jerusalem was closely invested. In 
ft sally made by tiie king against his enemies^ he was over, 
powered, taken prisoner, and slain. His dead body seems 
to have been cast oat into the highway oatside the dty, 
according to the words of Jeremiah, xzii 19 ; zxzvi. 30. 

In the year preceding his death, Pharaoh Necho, his con- 
federate, died, after a reign of sixteen years, and was sao- 
ceeded by Psamnus, or Psaomietik II. After a brief reign of 
three months, Jeconias or Jehoiachin, who succeeded his 
father Jehoiakim, was dethroned and taken captive to 
Babylon (see Order ofJudcean Events), his ancle, Zedekiah, 
being made king by the king of Babylon. Zedekiah, on 
ascending the throne, took an oath of fidelity to the king of 
Babylon, but soon afterwards broke it, and entered into an 
alliance with the king of Egypt against the Chaldeans. 
After a troubled reign of eleven years he was taken prisoner; 
his sons were slain before his eyes ; he was then deprived 
of sight, and carried away to Babylon to perpetual im- 
prisonment ; the Kingdom of Judah being thus finally 
dosed in the year 588. . 

On his return to Babylon in triumph, Nebuchadnezzar 
seems to have desired to celebrate his victories by the 
image of gold aet up for worship in the plains of Dura. 
The ** three children** were on this occasion cast into the 
*' burning JUry fumacit** m described by Daniel, oh. iiL In 
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fhe twenty-fint year of liis r^gn (b.o. 586), and four yean 
after the fall of Jenualem, Nebaohadnezsar laid nege to 
^Tyre (Ithobal was then king of Tyre). After a renrtanoe 
prolonged for thirteen years, it was at last taken as described 
by Eaekiel, oh. xxix., xxx. In the following year (b.o. 672) 
he attacked Egypt, and reduced it at once to perfect sub- 
jection. 

Towards the dose of his reign the yision described in 
Dan. iy. took place, and for seyen years the great king was 
diiyen in temporaxy insanity from his throne; but after the 
" seven timet " had passed oyer him he recoyered his mind, 
and shortly afterwards died, after a long reign of 48 years. 
He was succeeded by his son, 

BvUmerodacb, 663. Almost immediately after his accession he 
released Jehoiachin, king of Judah, out of prison, 2 Kings 
zzy. 27-80. He was, howeyer, so hated by his subjects for 
his crimes and cruelty, that after a brief reign of two years 
he was slain by his sister's husband, Neriglitaor. 

Kerlgllssor, 660 (the Nergal'Sharezer of Jeremiah, ch. zzxix. 8), 
succeeds to the throne, but after a reign of four years only, 
was slain in battle. 

Laboxosoarchod, son of Nerigliraor, succeeds B.a 666, He was 
a wicked king, and reigned only nine montha. 

LabynitUB, 665, son of EvUmerodach, and grandson of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, succeeds, and is the last king of BahyUm, The 
prophecy of Jeremiah — *' aU natione ehaU terve him, and hie 
ton, and hie eoh'e eon^ uniU the very time of hit land thaU 
com£" Jer. zzvii. 7 — being strangely fulfilled ; for although 
Nebuchadnezzar was followed by four hinge, yet two of 
these were not descendants. Evilmerodach was '* Ais aonC^ 
and Labynitus, " his eon's son** was the last king, in whose 
reign ^*the time of his land" did come, b.o. 636. (See 
also ** Smith's Dictionary of the £i&2«/* under BeUhasaar.) 



(3) 8EET0H OF EGYPTIAN HISTOBT 



The Ethiopian Kings reigned oyer Egypt from the time 
of Sesach or Shishak— 1 Kings zi 40, B.o. 978— to Tharaca 
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or Tirhakali, who reigned b.o. 705. The dose of this ^yauOif 
was followed by the Dodecarchy, or the reign of twdce 
frinca, b.o. 685 ; but after a short time this, too, was set 
aside, and native kings again began to reign. 

PBammetUc L, 670. In order to check the power of the Assyrian 
kings (Esarhaddon was at this time on the throne — see 
Tabular View)^ he led an army against the Assyrians, but 
was detained for 29 years by the aUge of Azotus (Ashdod), 
the longest siege recorded in history. After his deaths 

Fharaoli Necho succeeds to the throne B.o. 616. He attempted 
to join the Nile to the Red Sea {a Suez Canal I), but was 
obliged to desist, after losing about 120,000 workmen. In 
his reign the Cape of Good Hope was for the first time 
rounded — 21 centuries before Vaaco di Gatna, a Portuguese, 
discovered the same route to India by which Necho's 
mariners had succeeded in sailing from the Red Sea round 
South Africa, and through the Straits of Gibraltar back to 
Egypt again. In 626 the Babylonian king (or governor- 
general as he then was) having, in conjunction with 
Gyaxares, king of Media, overthrown Nineveh, Pharaoh 
Necho, alarmed at the growing power of the Chaldees, 
determined to check it in its infancy. He accordingly led 
an army to the Euphrates, met the Chaldean army at 
Garchemish, inflicted a defeat on them, and secured by 
this victory the whole country "between the Euphratee and 
Egypt, induding Syria and Palestine. This battle was 
fought B.O. 610. On his way to Carchemish he was met 
by JOBiab, king of Judah, at Megiddo; but Necho defeated 
him, and passed on his way to Assyria. On his return, 
after three months, he placed Jehoiakim on the throne, in 
the place of Jehoahaz — whom the people had made king on. 
the death of Josiah, his father — and bound him by an oath 
of fidelity as a vassal to Egypt. Four years afterwards, 
Nebuchadnezzar having been raised to the throne by his 
father Nabopolassar, a second battle was fought at Car- 
chemish, in which the Egyptians suffered defeat, and the 
provinces between the river of Egypt and the Euphrates 
were re-annexed to the Chaldean throne, B.o. 606. In this 
year — the fourth of Jehoiakim — the 70 years' captivity 
began. 
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MunmlB, or PBammetll: IL, b.o, 600, racoeeds on his father's 
death. There is no event of importance in his reign of six 
years, 

Aprlea, or Fbaraob Hoplira, 594, succeeds his father Psammis, 
and reigns twenty-five years. To this king the words of 
Ezekiel refer, in wiiich he is described as a great dragon 
(Ezek. xxix. 8-9). At this time Zedekiah was on the 
throne of Judah, bound by an oath of fidelity to the king of 
Babylon, who had placed him there; but, in violation of 
nis oath, he sent an embassy to Pharaoh Hophra (Ezek. 
xvii. 15), seeking an alliance against the Chaldeans. The 
king of Babylon's armies were now investing Jerusalem, 
but on hearing of the approach of the Egyptian army they 
raised the siege, in order to stand ready for the coming 
battle. The Egyptians were defeated, Jerusalem speedily 
re-invested, and after a brief struggle Zedekiah was taken, 
and led to Babylon. Soon afterwards Egypt was conquered 
by Nebuchadnezzar, and annexed to the Chaldean Empire ; 
the words of Ezekid being in every particular fulfilled, that 
Egypt would henceforth be a Ixue kingdom, and that there 
should be no more a ** prince of the land of Egypt " (Ezek. 
XXX. 13); for since then Eg3rpt has invariably been governed 
by strangers; — ^the Ptolemies from B.O. 300 to the Battle of 
Actium, 30 B.O. ; and after the fall of Rome, by Saracens, 
Mamelukes, and Turks successively. 

AznasiB, 569, succeeds to the throne, and reigns forty years ; but 
he is celebrated more as a patron of learned men than as a 
warrior. We meet in his reign the names of Solon, 
Pythagoras, the philosopher, Polyorates, king of Samos, 
and many others. He was succeeded by 

PsammenltUB, b.o. 525, who was dethroned by the Persian king, 
Cambyses, son of Cyrus the Great. 



M ntTRODUOTION. 

OUTLDfE HISTORY OF JT7DEA, 

rtom 641 to 680. 

Instead of a sketch of Jewish history, the following 
'' Order of EverUSy^ including a chronological arrangement 
of the Text of Scripture, is given as likely to be of greater 
service to young students than a mere narrative. 

The book of Jeremiah is rendered more difficult than 
other books of Scripture, because the chapters are not in 
historical order. It is only by a careful comparison of the 
chapters with the histories in Kings and Chronicles that 
we can secure a clear understanding of the political history 
of the times, and of the personal history of the prophet. 

In submitting the following " Order of EventSy* we wish 
to impress on our young readers a few points of much 
importance. 

(1.) The events include a period of over sixty years — 
from the beginning of Joaidhls reign, b.c. 641, to the death 
of Jeremiah in Egypt, Tdate not known, but after 588). 
The political history of tne whole period must be not only 
studied, but be weU known. 

(2.) Certain events should be hept coristaTVtly m view 
as serving to explain the causes and motives of action, and 
as entering into the philosophy of the history of this event- 
ful period. Among these are the following : — 

1. Josiah's opposition to Pharaoh Necho at the battle of 
Megiddo, notwithstanding the Egyptian king's expla- 
nation that he had no intention to molest Judah — 
2 Ks. xxiii. 29, 30 ; 2 Chron. xxxv. 20-25. This is 
usually explained by saying that Josiah followed Jere- 
miah's instructions as Jehovah's voice ; but there may 
have been another motive for the course which he then 
took. Dean Prideaux — vol. 1, pp. 49, 50 — points out 
that Jodah evidently claimed ana exercised authority 
over the kingdom of Israel — ^the ten tribes, — as well 
as over the kingdom of Judah, and explains this by 
shewing that sSter Manasseh's restoration the kings 
of Assyria conferred on the kings of Judah, in order 
to the better preservation of these frontier kingdoms 
against the encroachment of Egyptian power, the 
whole of the territory formerly belonging to the ten 



IH^TRQLVCTION. IS 

tribes. In this case Josiah acted simply in accordance 
with his oath of fidelity to the kings of Babylon, as 
well as in obedience to the word of Jehovah by the 
prophet Jeremiah. 

S. Ths batUe of Meffiddo, B.o. 610, must be regarded as one 
of the decuwe battles of the Jewish history, (it is 
Inferred to as snch in Rev. xvi., where evidently 
Armageddon is Hor Megiddo). By this battle the 
Jewish kingdom was so broken up that the death of 
Josiah is mourned for — Zech. xii. 11 — as an event of 
unusual national importance. With this event the 
fouir ffreat world empires^ Dan. ii. and vii., commenced 
their rule, and, accordiug to many of our best writers, 
the *^ times of the QeniHes^ Luke xxi, then began. 

3. The rivalry for power between the two great empires 

of ChaJdsea and Egypt, is the real key to the history 
of Judah during the whole of this period ; hence the 
history of these two kingdoms should be carefully 
studied. 

4. The position of Judea between these rival powers, and 

the tendency of her kings to lean upon tne power of 
Egjrpt rather than on that of Assyria or ChaldaBa — 
the former being an old and powerful kingdom, also 
dose at hand : the latter being of recent growth, and 
far from the tiewish kingdoms. The difficulty which 
Jeremiah experienced in inducing the kings of Judah 
to submit to ChaldsBa, and jwt to trust in Egypt, may 
thus be seen at once. 



THE BOOK OF JEBEMIAH. 

The Title of this Book was originally of the same form 
as those of Hosea and Micah — *' The word of Jehovah, which 
was to Jeremiah in the \Zth year of Josian, sayina!* This 
title is still retained by the Septuagint Yeraion (Ixx.), but 
has undergone changes in the Hebrew. 

Autliorship. — ^That Jeremiah was the author is admitted 
by alL St. Matthew not only quotes from his writings, 
but names him as the author — Matt ii. 17, 18. Jeremiah 
was of the priestly line, having been descended from Aaron 
through Eleazar. His family resided at AruUhath (oh. i. 1), 
«aie of the cities appropriated to the use of the priests, in 
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TNTRODUOnON. 



ORDER OF EVENTS. 

"•^ IQDateffSi Fiopbecy. 

6il. JQ8ZAH ABoendB the throne in hie 8th 

year, 2. Ke. xxiL 
633. Begine to reform refigion in 16th year^ 

2 Chron. xzxiy. 
639. In the 12th year of his reign he destroyn 
idols in the cities of Judah and Israel, 
2 Chroo. zzziv. 3. 
629. In the 13th year Jeremlali is called. ch. L 

(The Lord reatona wUh Judah.) iL-iii. 5. 

626. FaU of NlQeTeli, and rise of the new 

Chaldiean empire (Nabopolassar). 
624. The Temple is repaired, 2 Ch.xxjriv.8^2. 
Hlllriah folds the book of the Law « 

(Zephaniah's prediction, ch. i-iiL) 
Josiah's measnres against idolatry, 2 Ejb. 
xxiiL 
623. The Passover is celebrated, 2 Ch. xzzv. 1. 
(Jeremiah reproves the people for hack- 

Aiding from ihe Reformation.) 

{Re reveals the horrors of ^ approack- 

ing captivity.) 

(HahaJekuh''s prediction^ ch. i-iii.) 

{Jeremiah exhorts thepeople to repentance.) 

{He reminds them ofJosiah*s covenant.) 

617. Death of Psammetik L 

Pharaoh Necho saceeeds him in Egypt. 
610. He marches against the Chaldfieans. 
Josiah meets him at Meglddo. 
Josiah defeated and shun, 2 Chron. zxsy. 
His character, 2 Ka. zziii. 25. 
JEHOAEAZ made king by the people, 

2 Chron. xzxv. 
Dethroned by Pharaoh, 2 Chron. xxxy. 
610. JEHOIAEIM made king by Pharaoh, 2 
Ks. zxui. 

Jeremiah sent to the Euphrates. |jdii, 1-14. 

{Type prophecy— The marred girdk,) 
{Communings mth God^ 
(Type predictions.) 
(Prediction on the Sohbath. ) |xvii,l 9-27 

( „ iJi^ type of the potter.) xviiL 1-10 

( „ th^ potter's vessel.) xix. 

( „ the fate of Pashur.) xx. 1-6. xx. 7-18. 



iii. 6, iv. 4. 
iv.5,vi30. 



'VU.-Z. 

xi-xil. 



xiii 15-29. 

xiv., XV. 

xvixviilS 

xviiL 11-23 



INTRODUCTION^. 
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Bate. 

B.C. 

{Prediction of the fate of two kings, — 
Shallum and Coniah.) 
609. Jeremiah prophesies in the Temple Court, 
and is arretted by the priests ; 
but rescued by the princes. 
606. In the fourth year of Jehoiakim a battle 
is fought again at Carchemish) and 
Pharaoh is defeated. 

{Prediction againet Egypt,) 

The yictorious Ghaldssans now enter 

Judea. The people crowd into Jeru- 

salem for safety. The Rechabites an 

example to the Jews. 

{Prediction of the seventy yean, and the 

Wine Cup of Wrath) 
The roll of Jeremiah's prophecies col- 
lected and read by Baruch. 
The Lord comforts Baruch. 
The Chaldseans take the city, 2 Kb. xziv. 
Jehoiakim is put in fetters, but after- 
wards released and aUowed to reign, 
2 Chron. zxzvi. 
{The Captivity now begins, to last for 

seventy years,) 
Daniel and the three children now taken 
to Babylon, Dan. i 
605. The Boll is read a second time in the 

following year. 
603. Jehoiakim seeks an alliance with Pha- 
raoh, 2 Ks. xxiy. 2-6 ; after three years 
599. he is taken and dain. 

JEHOIACHIN becomes king, 2 Chron. 

xxxid. 8 ; 2 Es. xxiv. 6-9. 
At this time Eieklel is taken to Babylon. 
(Prediction against Coniah.) 
{The Pastors and the Ttue King.) 
Nebuchadnezzar invests the city, and 
Jehoiachin is taken captive, 2 Kings 
xxiv. 10. 

ZBDEKIAH is made king by theconqueror. 

The basket of figs. 

Jeremiah's letters to the captives in 
- Babylon, sent by Zedekiah's mes- 
sengeiB. 



Jeremiah. 

Hibtoiy. Prophecy. 



xxvi. 1. 
xzvi. 16. 



zlvL 1. 



zxzv. 

XXV. 1-29. 

xxxvi., 1-8. 
xlv. 



xxii.1.28. 



xlvi., 2-12. 



XXV. 30-38. 



zxzvi., 

9-26. 

xxxvi., 

27-30. 



111.. 1-3. 

xxzvii. 1,2 

xxiv. 1-3. 



xxiz. 1-3. 
B 



xxii.,24-30. 
xxiii. 



xxiv. 4-10. 



xxix. 4-19. 
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INTRODUCTION, 



Date. 

B.C. 

599. Prediction against the two prophets, 
Ahab and Zedekiah. 
Also against Shemaiah. 
597. (PrecUeHon of Rettoration. ) 

595. In the fourth year of Zedekiah, ambas- 
sadors from yarions nations aniTe, 
seeking an alliance with the king 
against the Chaldaeans. 
Jeremiah predicts their bondage, and 

sends them *' yoket and hond$." 
In the same year he predicts the death 
of irananicJi 

{Predictions against the surrounding 
nations.) 
(Prophecies against Babylon,) 
Zedekiah having gone to Babylon, to do 
homage to Nebuchadnezzar, the pro- 
phet sends these predictions, with in- 
structions to sink them when read in 
the Euphrates. 
594. [EzekieVs visions^ ch. i.-zi, a prophecy 
of the fall of Zedekiah, — Ezek. xL-xiy.) 
591. Zedekiah at last rebels, and sends am- 
bassadors to Egypt — to Pharaoh 
Hophra — for aid, £z. xviL 15 ; 2 Ghr. 
xzxyi. 13. 
590. Nebuchadnezzar at once comes against 
the city, 2 Ks. xxy. 2; 2 Chr. xxxvi 17. 
He settles by divination what city he 

shall attack first, Ezek. xxL 19-24. 
He seizes all Judah, except three towns, 

(Lachishf Azekahf Jerusalem,) 
Violation of the law by the princes 

touching slaves. 
The slaves are all set free. 
Jerusalem is closely invested by the 
Chaldaeans, 10th day of 10th month, 
2 Ks. XXV. 1. 
On the same day it was revealed to Ezekiel 
in Ghaldffia, Ezek. xxiv. 1, 2. 
589. Jeremiah predicts tiie fall of the city. 
He is imprisoned for this by the king. 
In prison he purchases the field of 
Hananeel. 

{Prediction of " the Branch,") 



Jeremiah. 

Histoiy. Propb«qF. 



Z2ix. 21-23 
„ 24-82 



zzvu. 



XXVUL 



U., 59-64. 



XXX., XXXI. 



xlviii xlix. 
L, IL 



xxxiv.,7,8. 
xxxiv.8-10 



xxxix., 1. 



xxxiv.,1-7. 
xxxu., 1-3. 



„ 4-44. 



XXXIU 



INTRODUCTION. 
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Date. 

689. 



An Egyptian army comes to the aid of 

the Jews under Pharaoh. 
The ChaldsBans raise the siege in order 

to meet theuL 
The Jews at once recall the slaves. 
Jeremiah predicts against them the 

" liberty of ike sword" 
Jeremiah accused of " desertion." 



The Egyptian army returns to Egypt. 

{Prediction iigainst PhiUstia.) 
{EzekieVs prediction against Egypt, 

Ezek. zzix., xxx.) 
The ChaldsBans again invest Jerusalem. 
Zedekiah sends to consult Jeremiah. 
He sends again to the prophet. 
Result of Jeremiah^s answer. 
He is cast into a dungeon, but released 

by an Ethiopian. 
Zedekiah's secret visit. 
The Lord's word to the Ethiopian, 
588. The ChaldsBans storm the dty, (4th 

month). 
Their princes sit '* in ^ middle gate," 
Zedekiah flees from the city. 
He IB taken to Riblah for judgment. 
Nebuchadnezzar's care for Jeremiah. 
Nebuzaradan gives him into Gredaliah's 

care. 
The high priest (Seraiah) slain at Biblah. 
The city and Temple are burned. 
The pillars, &c., carried away to Babylon, 

(5th month). 
The *^poor of the land " alone are left. 

History of those who were not 
carried away. 

(1.) — In Jvdea, 
Gedaliah made governor of Judea, 2 Ks. 

XXV. 22 ; brief summary of events, 

XXV. 23-26. 
Nebuzaradan's offer to Jeremiah at 

Ravnah* 
The prophet's choice. 
Many Jews gather round Gedaliah. 
Ishmael's conspiracy is discovered. 



jeremlab. 

Histoiy. Propbaef'* 
xxxvii., 
8-10. 

xxxvii., 5. 
xxxivll-16 
xxxiv., 
17-22. 
xxxvii., 
11-15. 
xxxvii, 7. 

xlTfl. 



xxxvii, 8. 
„ 16-21. 
xxi., 1-14. 
xxxviii. 

,. 7-18. 
„ 14-23. 
xxxix., 

15-18. 

lii., 5-6. 

xxxix. 3-10 

m., 7. 

„ 8-11. 
xxxixll-12 



ff 



18-14 
lii, 24-27. 
.. 12-14. 

,. 17-23. 
„ 15-16. 



xl., 


1-6. 


»» 


6. 


» 


7-12. 


)» 


13-16. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Date. 

S.G. 

588. He BkyB Gedaliah. 

He takes the people to the Ammonites. 
They are rescued by Johanan. 
The captains consult Jeremiah. 
The prophet's reply on the 10th day. 
They reject his words. 
They taJce the remnant to Egypt. 
(2.) — In Egypt, at Tahpenet, 
Jeremiah proph^ies against Egypt 
He foretells its destruction by Nebu- 

chadnezzar. 
He warns the Jews against idolatry, 
Becapitulation of the captivities. 
Paalms of the Captivity — 
Fs. Ixxix., Ixxiv., Ixxxiii., civ. 
Lamentations of Jeremiah^ ch. i.-v. 
{PredicUont by Ezekid at Clubar,) 



JstoxdIaIl 

History. Prophscy. 
xU., 1-9. 

10. 

11-18. 
xlii., 1-6. 
„ 7-22. 
xliii, 1-3. 



>» 



»i 



xliiL,4.7. 



xliv. 



xliii, 8-13. 

xlvi,18-28. 

lii., 28-36. 



Several verses are omitted in the foregoing ** Order of 
Events ** as referring to transactions already noted, and may 
be found in parallel passages. 

By referring to this Order, the young student can readily 
connect each chapter with the Events which preceded or 
followed in point of time. 



NOTES 

OV THV 

BOOK OF JEREMIAH 



[The higtoricaZ chapters alone being required, the predic- 
tions are omitted here. The chapters containing them may 
be found in the " Order of £vents" in order to give a com- 
pleteness to the work; but the predictions are not printed 
except when they form portions of historical chapters.} 

The ordinary chronology is followed here to prevent con- 
fusion bettpeen the dates given in the Bible and those ffiven 
in the Assyrian Cylinders; but the latter are given in the 
Appendix, andean be eaeHy adjusted to the events, if neces- 
sary. 



B.C. 629.] CHAPTER I. [ISth of Joslab. 

The general title, 1-3. Jeremiah's call to the 
prophetical office, 4-10. His yisions of the 
'^ almond tree/' and the *' seething pot/' 
11-16. Jeremiah's defence, 17-19. 

latrodnetion.— (y. 1) '* The words of Jeremiah the son of 
HUkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of 
Benjamin : (y. 2) To whom the word of the Lord came in 
the aays of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the 
thirteenth year of his reign, (y. 3) It came also in the 
days ofJehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, unto 
the end of the deventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, 
king of Jttdah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem cap- 
tive in the fifth month.'' 
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His OaJl or XnaQgnratlQZL — (▼. 4) " Then the word of the 
Lord came nnto me, saying, (v. 6) Before I formed thee in 
the belly I knew thee ; and before thou earnest forth out of 
the womb I eaifictified thee, and I ordained thee a mrophet 
unto the nations, (v. 6) Then said Ij Ah, Lora Qodf 
behold, I cannot speak : for I am a child, (v. 7) But the 
Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child : for thou shalt 
go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command 
thee thou shalt speak, (v. 8) Be not afraid of their faces : 
for I am with tnee to deliver thee, saith the Lord. (▼. 9) 
Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. 
And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words 
in thy moutL" 

The OTiJeots of his Hliilstzy.— (v. 10) '<See, I have this 
day sei thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root 
out, and to puU dovm, and to destroy, and to throw down, 
and to hiHa and to piamt*^ 

The Almond Tree (Vision 1). — (v. 11) " Moreover the word 
of the Lord came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest 
thou f And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. (v. 12) 
Then said the Lord unto me, Thou hast well seen : for I 
will hasten my word to perform it." 

The Seething Pot (Vision 2).— (v. 13) **And the word of 
the Lord came unto me the second time, saying. What 
seest thou ? And I said, I see a seething pot ; and the face 
thereof is Uyward the north, (v. 14) Then the Lord said 
unto me, OuJt of the north, am. evU shall break forth upon all 
the inhabitants of the land. (v. 15) For lo, 1 wiU call all 
the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the Lord ; 
and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne 
at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all 
the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of 
Judah. (v. 16) And I will utter my judgments against 
them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, 
and have burned incense unto other gods^ and worshipped 
the works of their own hands." 

Jeremiah Is made as Braaen Walls.— (v. 17) ^ Thou there- 
fore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all 
that I command thee : he not dismayed at their faces, lest 
I confound thee before them. (v. 18) For, behold, I have 
made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and 
brazen waUs against the whole land, against tXe kings of 
Judah, against the princes tiiereof, against the priests 
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thereof, and against the people of the land. (v. 19) And 
they shall fight against thee ; but they shall not prevail 
against thee ; for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to delirer 
thee." 



" The words of Jeremiah^** v. 1. — ^The name Yirmyahu 
(Jeremiah) may mean either Jehovah shaU throw down 
(destroy), or Jehovah shall exalt, 

"Son of HUkiah^^ v. l.>-Most probably the high priest 
in Josiah^s reign, by whom the Book of the Law was found 
in the Temple (2 Es. zxii. 8). He must have been a per^ 
son of rank and influence, because, — 

(1) Zedekiah spared him, though he put Urijah to 
death (xxvi. 23). 

(2) The princes treated him with great respect (xxvi. 
10-17). 

(3) He was on terms of intimacy with Ahikam (xxvi 
24), and with his son Gedaliah (xL 6, 6). 

(4) The Chaldean king treated him with respect 
(xl. 1-4). 

(5) Barucb, whose grandfather was governor of the 
city, was his friend and secretary (2 Chron. xxxiv. 8 ; 
Jer. li. 59, xxxii. 12). 

" Of the priests*^ v. 1. — The line of Eleazar ; but priests 
of the line of Ithamar may also have resided there. See 
1 Ks. ii. 26, 27. 

"/n Anathoih^ v. 1. — Now Anata, a town in Benjamin, 
about three miles north-west of Jerusalem, one of the 
four cities belonging to the Kohathites ; Josh. xxL 18. It 
lay on the line of Sennacherib's march ; Isa. x. 30. 

*^ In the days ofJosiah,** v. 2. — Josiah was succeeded by 
four kings ; but two only are named here, because the 
reigns of the other two, Jehoahaz and Jehoiachin, were too 
short for notice, only three months each. 

** ThvrieemJth year of his reiffn^ v. 2. — He began to reign 
B.C. 641, the thirteenth ^ear would therefore be b.o. 629. 

*' In the days of Jehoiaki'm," v. 3. — Josiah was slain b.o. 
610 ; Jehoahaz reigned only three months ; Jehoiakim 
succeeded, therefore, in the same year, and reigned to 599 
— eleven years. 

" The end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah^ v. 3.— Jehoia- 
kim was succeeded by Jeoonian, or Jehoiachin, his son, 
who reigned only three months ; Zedekiah then succeeded 
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in the iame year (fi.o. 599), and reigned eleven years, to 
688. — See Line-chart o/KingSf Appmdix B, 

" The oarryvng away of JentMiiem^ v. 3. — ^The city was 
taken in the ^urth month, but destroyed in the fifth, 
called Ah; ^ Ejb. xxy. 3, 8. The ninth day was observed 
as a fast day in remembrance ; Zech. vii. 3. 

"7%« word of ike Lord comet' v. 4. — In this word, 
"came,^ he seems to convey that he rather resisted the 
Divine caU ; ch. xv. 18 ; xx. 7, 14-18. — Sp, Com, 

"/ iknew thee,** v. 5. — Chose, selected "as my chosen 
instrument ; ** Gen. xviii. 19 ; Matt. vii. 23. 

** J sanctified thee,** v. 5. —Having first selected, God now 
consecrates him, by separation, to ms sacred ofiice ; Gal. i. 
15, 16. 

" / ordained thee," v. 6. — ^The three words seem to mean 
I ajoproved of thee, I separated thee, and now, I have 
appomted thee a prophet to the nations. 

"Ah, Lord QodT v. 6.— Alas, O Lord God 1 Josh. vii. 7 ; 
Isa. vL 5. 

**7 canmjot speak," v. 6. — Prophesy. I have not the 
powers of oratory, &c., requisite for such an office. The 
prophets were the " naticmal preachers,** and in political 
matters, "orators" 

"/ am a chUd" v. 6. — ^The word here used (ruihar) is 
employed to designate young men as well as children; 
1 Ks. ii. 2 ; 2 Sam. xviiL 5. He may have been of any age 
between fourteen and twenty-five. 

" Whatsoever I command thee," v. 7.— For inspiration 
constrains the person inspired, to convey God's will ; Num. 
xxiL 12, 20 ; /er. xx. 9. 

"lam with thee," v. 8, — Exod. iii. 12 ; Josh. i. 5. 

" Touched my mouth,** v. 9, — a symbolical act, implying 
that God will give him power to speak when needed, v. 6. 
Isai. vi. 7, 11. 16 ; Ezek. ii. 4 ; Luke xxi. 15. 

" / have put my words" v. 9. — This is the explanation of 
the foregoing symbolical action — (1) Opening his mouth 
for utterance ; (2) for God's messages to man, "my words" 
Isai. li. 10, 11. 

"Set thee over the nations," v. 10. — Lit., I have made 
thee my deputy, (pakid), — ch. xx. 1, " Chtef-Governor" 

" To root out, mUl down, destroy," v. 10. — Prophets are 
said to do what they only foretell, for with God "word and 
deed are one thing;** Psa. xzxiii. 6-9, and Jer. xxxi. 28. 
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Where God himself does these things, Jeremiah does it by 
the word of the Lord in his month. 

" To build, to plant,** y. 10.— Four words for destruction, 
only two for restoration. 

"What seest thouf" v. 11.— God commnnicated his 
revelations to the prophets 6y visions, as well as in other 
ways ; Isai. vi. 1 ; and John xii. 41. . 

" Cf an almond tree,* v. 11. — The name of this tree, 
shakid, is derived from the verb shakad, {to awake\ because 
it awakes from the sleep of winter earlier than other trees; 
hence it becomes the symbol of an early fulJUm$nt. 

*^A seethinapot" v. 13. — Lit,, a pot Mown under, there- 
fore kept boiling, because the fire is kept bright under it 
by blowing. 

" The face . . toward the north,** v. 13. — Lit, from the 
north — ^ready therefore to pour out its contents totoard the 
«okM— towiurd Jerusalem. See v. 14, 15; ch. xxziz. 6, lii. 9. 

*• Out of the north** v. 14. — Babylon was directly east of 
Jndea ; but not being able to cross the desert, an army 
invading Judea must enter the land from the north. See 
Sennacherib's line of march. Isai. x. 

" Break forthi* v. 14. — Indicating the suddenness of the 
danger. 

"/ wUX call,** V. 15.— Like Sennacherib (Isai. x. 5, 6), 
the Chaldeans were instruments in the Lord's hand for 
chastening his people; ch. xxv. 9, "m^ servant,** and 
Prov. xvi. 4. 

" The families,** v. 15. — ^The various tribes or clans of 
which the Chaldean kingdom was made up. 

" Set every one his throne,** v. 15.— Literally fulfilled, ch. 
xxxix. 3. 

" Of the gates,** v. 15.— The usual place for administering 
justice ; Psa. cxxvii. 5. They sat there to judge the 
captive Jews. 

"/ wiU utter my judgments,** v. 16.— The decisions of the 
Chaldean princes in the gate would be really God's judg- 
ments, for they were unconsciously overruled by Him. 

** The works of their own hands,** v. 16. — Idols of gold, 
silver, or wood. Isai. xliv. 16, 17. 

^Oird up thy loins,** v. 17.-- The long eastern robe which 
retarded progress. Luke xii. 35 ; 1 Pet. i. 13 ; Heb. xii. 1, 2. 

**Dismayea • . confound,** v. 17. — ^The same verb is 
used for both, conveying the idea of retributive chastise^ 
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ment Be Dot dismayed at them, lest I make thee dis- 
mayed before them. — Br, and F, 

*'An iron pillar . . hrcusen walls^ 7. 18. — Giving him 
such strength from God, that nothing should turn him 
aside — Ezek. iii. 9 ; fulfilled in his singular strength of 
character and tenacity of purpose^ch. xz., xxi, xzzviL, 
xxxviii. 

*^ Princes . . priests . , people," v. 18. — The ruling 
powers, the religious teachers, and the mass of the 
people, all equally corrupt — Ezek. viii. 3-16 ; hence the 
punislunent. The iniquity of the city was nearly full. 
Gen. XV. 16. 



B.C. 610.] CHAPTER XIII. [Ist of JeholaJdm. 

(See " Order of BvenU," p. 16). 

SymboKcal prophecy of the " Marred Girdle " 
hidden at the Biver Euphrates, 1-8. 

The Marred Girdle. — (v. 1) " Thus saith the Lord unto me, 
Go and get thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, 
and put it not in water, (v. 2) So I got a girdle according 
to the word of the Lord, and put it on my loins," 

The First Journey to the Bupbrates.— (v. 3) '* And the word 
of the Lord came unto me the second time, saying, (r. 4) 
Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is upon thy 
loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole 
of the rock. (v. 5) So I went^ and hid it by Euphrates, 
as the Lord commanded me." 

Second Journey to tlie Euphrates. — (v. 6) '' And it came to 
pass afier many days, that the Lord said unto me, Arise, 
go to Euphrates, and take the girdle from thence, which I 
commanded thee to hide there, (v. 7) Then I went to 
Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle from the place 
where I had hid it ; and, behold, the girdle was marred, 
it was profitable for nothing, (v. 8) Then the word of 
the Lord came unto me, saying, (v. 9) Thus saith the 
Lord, After this manner will I mar the pride ofJudah, 
and the ^at pride of Jerusalem. (r. 10) This evil 
people, which refuse to hear my words, which walk in the 
imagination of their heart, and walk after other godis, to 
serve them, and to worship them, shall even be as this 
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girdle, which is ffood for nothmg. (▼. 11) For at the 
girdle dsaveth to the loiiu of a man, lo hare / caused to 
deave unto me the whole house of Israel, and the whole 
hoose of Jndah, saith the Lord ; that they might be unto 
me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for 
a g^orr : but they would not hear. (v. 12) Therefore 
thou shalt speak unto them this word : Thus saith the 
Lord Qod of Israel, Everif bottle shall be filled with vfine : 
and they shall say unto thee. Do we not certainly know 
that every bottle shall be filled with wine ? (v. 13) Then 
shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the Lord, Behold, / 
will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even the hinge that 
sit upon David's throne, and the prieste, and the prophets^ 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, with drunkenness. 
(v. 14) And I will dash them one a^nst another, even 
the fathers and the sons together, saith the Lord : I will 
not pity, nor spare, nor have mercy, but destroy them." 

"il linen girdle," v. 1, — ** linen," as the appointed dress 
of the priests, Lev. zvi. 4 ; and the ^^ girdle, a symbol of 
activity. — 8p, Com, 

** Pvi it not in unUer" v. 1. — Indicating the moral un- 
cleanness of the Jewish state and people. Ezek. viii., and 
xvi. 4-6. 

^ Put it upon thy loins" v. 1, — to show how dose the 
people of Jerusalem had been brought to the Lord, and 
yet they must now be cast off ; v. 11 ; Ezod. zziz. 5. 

'* Oo to Euphrates** v. 4. — Some think that Phrath, here 
rendered by Euphrates, means Ephratha (Mic. v. 2), and 
that Jeremiah actually went there ; others say that here 
and in ch. xxv. we have internal acts — a journey, not in 
the world of sight and sense, but spiritual ; Kev. i 10. 
Phrath would, with this view, mean Euphrates, to which, 
about 200 miles away, Jeremiah made his double journey 
in spirit, not in body. 

^^ Hide it there," v. 4. — Implying that the people of 
Judah were to be hidden there in captivity — lost sight 
of for years. 

" In a hole of the rock" v. 4 — In a deft of the rock ; 
IsaL viL Id* 

** After many days" v. 6. — After 70 years the people 
returned from Babylon. The many days in the vision 
mean the 70 years. 
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" Oo to Euphratei, and iakt^ v. 6.— They were broagbt 
back under Zembbabe!, but their /w-iiofe was then indeed 
marrtdy y. 9. 

*^ And digged^ v. 7.--Having filled the hole or deft 
with earth or graTel, he dog it out again to get the girdle. 

" Wm I mar the pride ofJudahj" v. 9 ; Lev. xxvi 19.— 
They were to return stripped of their temporal power and 
greatness. 

" This evU peapUf" v. 10.— The decay was of the un- 
godly and idolatrous only; the good were strengthened 
hy the exile in Babylon. See ch. xxiv. 5-7. 

** Every bottle," v. 12.— The word for "potters' vessel" is 
here used — every jar — IsaL xzx. 14 ; a new sjpibolical 
action, signifying the coming destruction of the city. 

" With drunienness" v. 13. — With the impotence of 
drunkenness ; as powerless as drunkards. — Sp. Com, It 
may also convey the infattuUion of the people and their 
kings. 



B.C. 610.] CHAPTER XVII. [Ist of Jeholakim. 

He is oommanded to stand in the gates and 
proclaim that God's Sabbaths are to be 
hallowed, 19-23. 

The Prophet stands In the Gate.— (v. 19) ''Thus said the 
Lord unto me ; Go and iftand in the gate of the children of 
the people, whereby the kings ofJudah come in, and by the 
which they go out, and in all the gates of Jernsidem." 

His proclamation toncshing the Sabbaths.— (v. 20) ''And say 
unto them^ Hear ye the word of the Lord, ye Mngs of 
Jvdah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, that enter in by these gates : (v. 21) Thus saith the 
Lord ; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the 
JSdbbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem ; 
(22) Neither carry forth a burden out of your houses on 
the sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the 
sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers, (v. 23) But 
they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made their 
neck stiff that they might not hear, nor receive instruc- 
tion." 
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The Lord's promises to obedience.— (v. 24) ''And it shall 
oome to passy if ye dUigenUy hearken unto me, saith l^e 
Lord, to Dring in no burden through the eates of this city 
on the sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do 
no work therein ; (v. 25) Then there shidl enter into the 
gates of this city kings and princes iitting upon the throne 
of David, riding in chariots and on horses, tney, and their 
princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem : and thie city shall remain for ever. (v. 26) And 
they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the 
places about Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, 
and from the plain^ and from the mountains, and from the 
south, bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat 
offerings, and incense, and bringing scusri/ices of praise, 
unto the house of the Lord." 

ms threatenlngs to disoDedlence.— (v. 27) " But if ye will 
not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not to 
bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem 
on the sabbath day ; then will I kindle a fre in the gates 
thereof and U shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and 
it shall not be quenched.'' 

"Stand in the gate," v, 19. — He is commanded to pub- 
lish his prophecy in the gate, because it was the public 
thoroughfare, and the pla^ where business was transacted. 
Bath ir. 1. 

*^ The chUdren of the people . . . the kings/* y, 19, — 
The gate of the Temple by which the people entered in, 
whether kings or commoners, a separate gate having been 
assigned for the use of the priests. 

" In aU the gates of Jerusalem/' v. 19. — For the viola- 
tion of the Sabbath was charged against aU the inhabitants, 

" Ve kings of Judah/* v. 20. — The roycU house of Judah 
is addressed, not Jehoiakim and his successors alone. 

" Take heed to yourselves/* v. 21,— to your souls,— not 
merely to your lives, but with a deeper meaning, — lest 
the violation of the Sabbath should lead to the loss of 
their souls, 

** No burden on the Sabbath-day/* v. 21. — To prevent 
this Sabbath trafiSc, Nehemiah ordered the gat^ to be 
kept dosed during the Sabbath. Neh. xiii. 19. 

** Hallow ye the Sabbath-day/* v. 22 ; Exod. xx. 8.— 
From Saul's accession (B.a 1095) to the Captivity (b.c. 606) 
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was 490 yean. During thk time the Sabbath was bat ill 
obaerved. The duration of the captivity in Babylon seema 
to haTo been regulated by the namber of Sabbaths non- 
observed, for in 490 years there are exactly Be/vwUy years 
of Sabbaihrdayi, Comp. Lev. xxtL 34; 2 Chr. zzztL 21 ; 
and chapter xxv. 9-12, with Ezelc xx. 12. 

"Jfye dUiffenily hsarken/' t, 24.— If obedi^ their city 
should remain for ever, y. 26 ; if disobedient, the fire oi 
-wrath must consume — ^Heb. xiL 29 and v. 27. 



&C. €10.] CHAPTER XVIII. [Ist Of Mioiakim. 

Jehovah's right to deal with nations aooordiog 
to their oondnot towards Him illustrated by 
the Potter's moulding of vessels firom olaji 
1-5. His prediction thereupon, 6-23. 

He goes to the Potfeer^i house. — {v. 1) ''The word which 
came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, (v. 2) Arise, and 
go down to the patterns houM, ana there I will cause thee 
to hear my words, (v. 3) Then I went down to the 
potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the 
whedeP 

The marred Tessel Is remade.— (v. 4) "And the vessel 
that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter : so he made iC again another vesed, as seemed good 
to the potter to make it. (v. 6) Then the word of the 
Lord came to me, saying, (v. 6) O house of Israel, canfiot 
I do with ^ou as this potter f saith the Lord. Behold, as 
the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine band, 
O house of IsraeL (v. 7) At what instant I shall speak 
concerning a nation^ and concerning a kingdom, to pluck 
up, and to pull down, and to destroy it ; (t. 8) If that 
nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from, their 
evil, / wSl repent of the evil that I thought to do unto 
them. (v. 9) And at what instant I shall speak concerning 
a nation, and concemins^ a kingdom, to build and to plant 
it ; (v. 10) If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my 
voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I 
would benefit them " 
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''Down to the pottat^s houte," v. 5L'-^*' Down," becanae 
the ground on which the Temple stood, when Jeramiah 
exercised his prophetic office, was high. **Tb» potter^s 
kotue." Some well-known potter— <A« pottei—had his 
workshop there. Compare the potter's field, Zech. xi 
11-13 ; Matt, xxvii. 10. 

On the wheele," v. 3.— The pottw's lathe consisted of two 
ronnd plates— at first stones, afterwards wood. On the 
upper (me he moulded the day. The word hero used, 
rendered in our yersion by wheels, is literally tTonet— o» 
hath stones. 

" Jfarred;' v. 4— Spoiled. 

** Ifade it again another vessd/" v. 4.— Contrast with this 
chaij. xix. 10, 11, where the bottle ''cannot be made whole 
agai^ Here JehoTsh's power to mould, as He pleases, 
ncUions and kingdoms is symbolised. See v. 6-lS. 

B.C. 610.] CHAPTEB XIX. [ist of Jeboiaklm. 

The desolation of the Jews for sin foretold in 
the Valley of HJnnom, 1-9. The potter's 
earthen bottle is broken, ''not remade," 
10-13. He stands in the Temple Court to 
annonnoe their destmotion, 14, 15. 

Jeremiah In the VaUey of mnnom.— (r. 1) "Thus saith 
the Lord, Go, and get a potter's earthen bottle, and take 
of the ancients of the people, and of the ancients of 
the priests; (v. 2) Aud go forth unto the vaUey of the son 
of Uinnom, which is by the entry of the east gate, and 
proclaim there the words that I shall tell thee, (v. 3) And 
say. Hear ye the word of the Lord, kings ofJvdah, and 
inhabitants of Jerusalem : Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, 
the which whosoever heareth, his ears shall tingle" 

His Proclamation there to the Kings of Jndah.— (v. 4) " Be- 
cause they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, 
and have burned incense in it unto other gods, whom neither 
they nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of Judah, 
and have filled this place with the blood of innocents ; (v. 5) 
They have built also tlie high places of Baal, to bum their 
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§on$ with fire for burnt offerings unto BaaJ^ which 1 com- 
mancUd noi, nor spoke it, neither came it into mj mind : 
(v« 6) Therefore, oehold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that this place shall no more be called Tophet, nor The 
valley of tne son of Hinnom, but The valley of daughter, 
(f, 7) And I wiU make void the counsel of Judah and Jeru- 
salem in tlds place ; and I will cause them to fall by the 
sword before their enemies, and by the hands of them that 
seek tlieir lives : and their carcases will I give to be meat 
for the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth, 
(v. 8) And I will makd this city desolate, and an hissing ; 
•very one that passeth thereby shall be astonished and hiss 
because of all tne plagues thereof, (v. 9) And I will cause 
them to eat the fieeh of their sons and the flesh of their 
daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of his 
friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith their enemies, 
and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them." 

TlM eartben bottle broken.— (v. 10) -'Then shalt thou 
break the bottle in the eight of the men that go with thee, 
(v. 11) And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts ; Even so will I break this people and this city, as one 
breaketh a potter's vessel, that cannot be made whole again : 
and they shall burv them in Tophet, till there be no place 
to bury. (v. 12) Thus will I do unto this place, saith the 
Lord, and to the inhabitants thereof, and even make this 
city at Tophet : (v. 13) And the houses of Jerusalem, and 
the houses of the kings of Judah, shall be defiled as the 
place of Tophet, becatue of all the houses upon whose roofs 
they have burned incense unto all the host of heaven^ and 
have poured out drink offerings unto other gods." 

His prophecy in the Temple Court— {v. 14) "Then came 
Jeremiah from Tophet, whither the Lord had sent him to 
prophesv ; and he stood in the court of the Lord^s house ; 
and said to all the people, (v. 15) Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold I will bring upon this 
city and upon all her towns all the evil that I have pro- 
nounced against it, because they have hardened their 
necks, that they might not hear my words." 



^ A potter^s earthen bottle," v. 1. — Bottles were usually 
made of skins, Mark il 22 ; here jars of earthenware are 
"^erred to, v. 10. 
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'^ Of the ancients/* v. 1. — Elders of the people and of the 
priests, as witDesses of this symbolical action — v. 10 ; IsaL 
viii 1, 2 — lest they should afterwards pretend never to 
have heard of it. These elders were members of the 
Council of the Sanhedrim, which, in number 72, consisted 
of elders of the people and of the priests — the former pre- 
siding over secular, the latter over spiritual matters. It 
represented thus the whole nation. 2 Ks. xix. 2 ; Josh, 
vii. 6. 

** 7'he valley of the son of Binnom" v. 2. — Called also, 
by some, Tophet — from toph, a drum — because drums were 
beaten there to drown the cries of murdered children — see 
v. 5. It lay to the south-east of Jerusalem. See also v. 6. 

^ The east gate" v. 2. — See margin, the sun gate ; but 
as the Yalley of Hinnom lay to the south, it might mean 
the south gate. The road to the valley lay through this 
gate, Josh. xv. 8. 

" Proclaim there/* v, 2. — In that valley they had sinned, 
and there they must receive punishment See note, v. 4 

" kings ofJudah/* v. 3. — As in ch. xvii. 20, the words 
are addressea not to the reigning king, but to the whole 
house of David. A few years more and their kingdom 
must cease until the rightful king come to restore it. 
Chap. ixiL 30, and xxiii. 6 ; John xviii. 37. 

" His ears shall tingle/* v. 3, — ^as when struck by a peal 
of thunder. The words evidently refer to 1 Sam. iii. 11, 
where punishment was inflicted on Shiloh — ch. vii. 14 ; 
they seem, also, to reafiirm the denunciations pronounced 
in Manasseh's reign. 2 Ks. xxl 12. 

" Have estranaed this place/* v. 4. — By alienating it from 
God, its rightful Lord, fcy idolatry. 

" Other gods/* v. 4— The idols or false gods worshipped 
by the Syrians and other nations ; 1 Cor. viii. 4-6. 

" They nor their fathers have kn/owriy** v. 4. —Idolatry pre- 
vailed both among themselves and their fathers, 1 Ks. xi. 5; 
2 Ks. xvi 3, 4-10. The meaning is, therefore, either that 
the Lord does not reckon the ungodly idolaters as really of 
the nation — Rom. ix. 6, 7 — or, if the nation be referred to 
ajs a whole, then the word known may be emphatic, — 
"could have any real knowledge of," — Isa. xliv. 10. 

" The blood of innocents/* v. 4— Of guiltless persons, ch. 
ii. 34, vii. 6, &c. The sacrifice of children is not referred to 
here, but in the next verse (v. 5). 

c 
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" Their sons . . unto Badt^ v. 6.— The apparent idcDtity 
of these yerses with ch. vii. 31, 32, make it manifest that 
Baal and Mcloch are different names for the same idol ; 
MoLock (or Melek)is " king," and Bcud is " lord ;" hence, 
Baalbec or Heliopolis, in Coele-Syria, between Lebanon 
and Antilebanon, where the worship of Baxd was chiefly 
carried on, ch. ii. 23. 

" Whick I commanded not!* ▼. 5. — God had especially 
forbidden it. Lev. xviii. 21. 

** No more called Tophet*^ v. 6. — In ** Smith's Dictionary of 
the Bible/* it means a '' tabret/* and was probably the kin^s 
" music grove " or garden — near, if not forming part of, 
the *' king's gardens ; ** and although it was " in the valley 
of the son o/ Hinnom** (ch. vii. 31), yet it was not iden- 
tical with it. The word ^Tophef is found ordy in the 
Old Testamoit, 

" The vaUey of daughter^" v. 6. — In this valley one of the 
severest battles was fought, and there the slaughter of the 
Jewish army was immense, the besiegers occupying the 
valley of Hinnom so as to cut off the water-supply, the 
besieged defending it as their last hope. Thus they were 
" in this place " (v. 7) rightfully punished. There they 
degraded themselves by idolatry, and there they suffered 
for it,—Sp. Com, 

" / vnlt make void the counsd of Judah** v. 7. — Their 
plans for repelling the enemy (see last note) ; the word 
^* maJce void is thdA, from which bottle— bakkue —is de- 
rived. It represents the sound made by the water in run- 
ning out, and Jeremiah is supposed by some commentators 
to pour out the water as ne speaks these words, water 
being the symbol of life, Isai. iixxv. 6, xli. 18 ; and John 
iv. 14 ; and above, v. 1, also v. 10. 

" BecaiLse-of aU the plagues** v. 8. — Blows from God. 

** To eat the flesh** v. 9.— Quoted from Deut. xxviii. 63, 
and Lev. xxvi. 29 ; and fulfilled in the siege of Jerusalem 
at this time under Nebuchadnezzar, and (nearly 700 years 
later) in the siege by Titus and the Bomans a.d. 70. See 
also Lam. ii. 20, and iv. 10. 

** Break the bottle^** v. 10.— Explained in v. 11 ; see note 
on V. 7. 

" That cannot be made whole again,** v. 11. — The people 
were restored after 70 years (b.c. 636) under Zerubbabel ; 
but the bottle seems to represent the generation then exist- 
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tn^gr, which perished withont remedy, a new generation 
being substituted in their place 70 years afterwards 

** Make thin cUy as Tophetl* y. 12.— As defiled with the 
dead— as Tophet— ch. vii 32. *^No place to btirvJ* 2 Ks. 
xxui. 10. 

" Because of . . lumses . . whose roofs/* v. 13. — God will 
break down all the houses whose roofs haTe been defiled 
by idolatrous worship. Betributive chastisement is again 
traceable in the repetition of the word ^ houses," ch. L 17, 
and note, 

** Upon whose roofs" y. 13. — ^The roofs of Eastern houses 
being flat, were used for various purposes : — For festivals, 
Judff. xvi. 27 ; for exercise, 2 sam. xl 2 ; for teuts or 
booths, Neh. viii. 16 (during the Feast of Tabernacles) ; 
for public meetings. Matt. x. 27 ; for the worship of the 
host of heaven, ch. xxxii. 29, 2 Ks. xxiiL 11, and Zeph. L 5. 

" The host of heavenj" v. 13. — Here, evidently, tne sun 
and planets. Job xxxi. 26, 27. 

^^ Stood in the court of the Lord^s h(mse," v. 14.— This 
was the largest court; usually the greatest crowd was 
there, 2 Chron. xx. 5. It was this repetition of his pro- 
phecy in the Temple court that irritated the priests, and 
caused Pashur, the deputy-governor, to smite him, 
ch. XX. 1, 2. 

" 1 will bring upon this city" v. 16. — This verse contains 
a brief summary of Jeremiah's prophecy, and is added as 
an explanation of the symbolical prophecy in v. 1-10. 

" Upon all her towns" v. 15. — Suburban villages and 
towns such as Bethany, are referred to. 

B.0. 6ia] CHAPTER XX. [l8t of Jeholakim. 

Jeremiah is imprisoned by Fashiur, son of 
Immer, the principal o£3cer of the Temple, 
for prophesying within its precincts, 1-2. 
He predicts the " doom of Pashnr," 8-6. 
He complains to the Lord, 7-18. 

Jeremiab smitten and Imprisoned.— (v. 1) ** Now Pashur 
the son of Immer, the priest, who was also chief governor 
in the house of the Lord, heard that Jeremiah prophesied 
these things, (v. 2) Then Pashui* smote Jeremiah the 
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prophet, and put him in the tiocks that were in the high 
gate of Benjamin^ which was by the house of the Lord." 

His prophecy of Fadrai's captiTtty and death.— (t. 3) 
" And it came to pass on the morrow^ that Pashur brought 
forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said Jeremiah 
unto him, The Lord hath not called thy name PoLshWy but 
Magor-miesabib, (v. 4) For thus saith the Lord, Behold I 
will make thee a terror to thyself, and to ail thy friends : 
and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and thine 
eyes shall behold it : and I will give all Judah into the 
hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them 
captive into Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword, 
(y. 6) Moreover I will deliver all Ae strength of this cit//, 
and all the labours thereof, and all the precious things 
thereof, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah will I 
give into the hands of their enemies, which shall spoil 
them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon, (v. 6) 
And thouj Pashur, and all that dwell in thine house shall 
go into captivity : and thou shalt come to Babylon, and 
there thou shalt die, and shalt be buried thercj thou, and 
all thy friends, to whom thou hast prophesied lies." 

His complaint to Jehovah. — (v. 7) " Lord, thou hast 
deceived me, and I was deceived : thou art stronger than J, 
and hast prevailed : I am in derision daily, every one 
mocketh me. (v. 8) For since I spake, I cried out, I cried 
violence and spoil ; because the word of the Lord was 
made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily, (v. 9) Then 
I said, Ivfill not make mention of him, nor speak any more 
in his name. But his word was in mine heart a^ a burning 
fvre shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, 
and I could not stay. (v. 10) For I heard the defaming of 
many, fear on every side. Beport, say they, and we will 
report it, AU my familiars watched for my halting, saying, 
Feradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevsol 
against him, and we shall take our revenge on him. (v. 11) 
But the Lord is with me as a mighty terrible one : 
therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not 
prevail : they shall be greatly ashamed ; for they shall not 
prosper : their everlasting confusion shall never be for- 
gotten, (v. 12) But, O Loni of hosts, that triest the right- 
eous, and seest the reins and the heart, let me see thy 
vengeance on them: for unto thee have I opened my cause, 
(v. 13) Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the Lord: for he hath 
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delivered the sonl of the poor from the hand of evildoers, 
(v. 14) Cursed be the day wherein I was born : let not the day 
wherein my mother bare me be blessed, (v. 15) Cursed be 
the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man 
child is bom unto thee ; making him very glad. (v. 16) 
And let that man be as the cities which the Lord ovei^ 
threw, and repented not : and let him hear the cry in the 
morning, and the shouting at noontide; (v. 17) Because he 
slew me not from the womb ; or that my mother might 
have been my grave, and her womb to be always great 
with me. (v. 18) Wherefore came I forth out of the womb 
to see labour and sorrow, that my days should be con- 
sumed with shame.'' 



" Pashwr the eon of Immer^ v. I. — There were two per- 
sons of this name, both priests ; but the Pashur here 
named was head of the sixteenth course of priests, of 
which Immer had been head in David's time, 1 Chron. 
xxiv. 14; while the other Pashur named in ch. xxi. 1, 
belonged to the fifth course of priests, of which Melchijah 
had bsen the head. 

** Chief governor^ v. 1. — Bather, deputy-governor. The 
high priest was the Hagld, or chief governor, 1 Chron. ix. 
11; 2 Chron. xxxi. 13; Neh. xi. 11. Pashur was his 
Pakld, or deputy, ch. i. 10, where Jeremiah is styled 
Jehovah's Paidd, or deputy. This is what is called the 
second priest, in 2 Ks. xxv. 18 ; Jer. liL 24. Seraiah was 
at this time the high priest or Hagld. 

"Prophesied th&se things,** v. 1. — In the court of the 
Temple, ch. xix. 14, 16. 

*^ Smote Jeremiah,** v. 2. — Compare 1 Ks. xxii. 24 — 
where Micaiah is smitten before King Ahab — and Matt. 
xxvi. 67. 

"In the stocks,-* Y, 2. — ^The word rendered stocks is 
derived from a verb signifying to twist. There were five 
holes in it, into which the neck, hands, and feet were 
thrust, the body being thus kept in a crooked or bent 
posture, ch. xxix. 26. It is rend.ered by '^prison house ** in 
2 Chron. xvi. 10. See also Acts xvi. 24. 

" In the high gate/* v. 2. — ^The upper gate, 2 Ks. xv. 35, 
built by King Jotham, Ezelt viii 3, 6. It was not a city 
gate, but the ''northern gate of the inner court of the 
Temple."— ^Sp. CorfL 
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^Not Pcukwr^ but Magor-misaabib^ v. 3. — Pashur means, 
leearitjr on eveij side. His new name means terror on 
t^nj side. It is explained in v. 4 and ch. tL 25. The 
word is used by Jeremiah several times almost as a 
watchword^ ch. xz. 3, 10 ; zlvL 6 ; zlix. 29 ; also in Ps. 
xxxL 13. 

^A terror^ t. 4.— The '* terror*^ predicted in this name 
was most probably the remorse which Pashar felt when he 
saw how the king, misled by his advice, conti*ary to 
Jeremiah's counsel, was brought into captivity. He be- 
came '* a terror to himself and to aU hisfriendi,** v. 4. 

^ All the strength of this city" v. 6. — Its resources — stores 
laid up in magazines — ^wealth. ^* Labours" — fruits of 
labour, their gains. 

^^ AUthe trea,sv/res^ v. 6. — These words recall the warn- 
ings given to Hezekiah when he displayed his treasures 
before the ambassadors of the king of Babylon, Isa. zxxix. 

**AndthoUf Pashur" v. 6. — Pashur was a sincere and 
patriotic man. He regarded submission to the Chaldeans 
as wholly opposed to the interests of Jndah (see Intro- 
ductioiif p. 14), and advocated an alliance with Egypt. Not- 
withstanding, therefore, his rough treatment of Jeremiah, 
his sentence from the prophet^ lips is only captivity in 
Babylon, and a peaceable death there ; while his successor, 
as Fakid, was put to death, ch. lii. 24-27. 

" Thou hast deceived me}* v. 7. — Having been kept for 
hours under the torture of the stocks (v. 2), and exposed 
to the ridicule of his enemies, the prophet, in the bitter- 
ness of his spirit, complains that instead of being an ** irot% 
pillar" (ch. l 18) against the whole land, he was allowed 
to be trodden down and degraded. Like others, he had 
mistaken the real meaning of the promises, ch. i. The 
Lord had said he should not be overcome by his enemies, 
but not that he should not be tried. «fohn zvi. 33 ; 
IsaL xliii. 2. 

** I will not make mention" v. 9. — Disappointed at the 
result of his prophetic ministrations, he determined to 
prophesy no more ; but the word of Jehovah was in him 
**a8 a burning fire" and the Spirit constrained him to 
speak. 1 Pet. i II. 

^*All my familiars" v. 10. — Mine acquaintance — the 

' with whom I am at peace. The Hebrew is the men 

' peacCf Psa. xlL 9 — the Eastern salutation being 
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" Peace to thee,** and " to thee peace." Here, poasibly, 
Jeremiah may be regarded as a type of Christ, as in 
cb. xxxviii. 22.; see also Job xix. 19 ; Psa. It. 13, 14. 

" Watch for my hatting** v. 10.— Reference is again to 
Psa. xxxv. 15, xxxviiL 17. 

" Sing unto the Lord^ v. 13.~He now learned to leave 
his canse in God*s hands, and experienced the peace which 
always flows from fall trust. 

« CvTied be the day,"* v. 14.— Similar to Job iii. This 
passage seems to have been written to show how dark his 
spirit had been before he realised peace, v. 13, — See Sp, Com. 



B.C. e09.] CHAPTER XXVI. [2nd of JehUaklm. 

Jeremiah again prophesies in the Oonrt of the 
Temple, urging the people to repent, 1-6. 
He is pronounced worthy of death by the 
priests and the false prophets, 7-15 ; bat de- 
Uvered by Ahikam and the princes, 16-24. 

He prophesies In the Temple Court — (v. 1} ** In the begin- 
ning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah kine of 
Jndah came this word from the Lord, saying, (v. 2) Thus 
saith the Lord, Stand in the court of the LorcPs house, and 
speak anto all the cities of Jndah, which come to worship 
in the Lord's house, all the words that I command thee to 
speak unto them ; diminish not a word: (v. 3) If so be 
tney will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, 
that I may repent me of the evil which I purpose to do 
unto them because of the evil of their doings, (v. 4) And 
thou shalt say unto them. Thus saith the Lord ; If ye will 
not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which I have set 
before you, (v. 6) To hearken to the words of my servants 
the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both rising up early^ 
and sending them, but ye have not hearkened ; (v. 6) Then 
wiU I make this house Hie Shiloh, and will make this city 
a curse to all the nations of the earth, (v. 7) So the priests 
and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speak- 
ing these words in the house of the Lord.'' 
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He is arrested by the priests and false prophets. — (v. 8) 
'' Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of 
speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak 
unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all 
the people took him, sa3ring, Thxm shalt surdy die, (v. 9) 
Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying, 
This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be deso- 
late without an inhabitant? And all the people were 
gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the Lord." 

Tlie accusation a^^ainst Urn.— (v. 10) When the princes of 
Judah heard these things, then they cavne up from the 
hin^e house unto the house of the Lord, and sat down in 
the entri/ of the new gate of the Lord's house, (y. 11) Then 
spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to 
ail th^ people, saying. This man is worthy to die ; for he 
hath prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with 
your ears." 

His defence.— (v. 12) ''Then spake Jeremiah unto all the 
princes and to all the people, saying, The Lord sent me to 
prophesy against this house and against this city all the 
words that ye have heard, (v. 13) Therefore now amend 
your ways and your doin^ and obey the voice of the Lord 
your God ; and the Lord will repent him of the evil that 
he hath pronounced against you. (v. 14) As for me, 
behold, I am in your hand : do with me as seemeth good 
and meet unto you. (v. 15) But know ye for certain, that 
if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood 
upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabi- 
tants thereof : for of a truth the Lord hath sent me unto 
you to speak all these words in your ears. (v. 16) Then 
said the princes and all the people unto the priests and to 
the propnets ; This man is not worthy to die : for he hath 
spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God." 

The Princes' Judgment in his favour from Micah's case. — 
(v. 17) "Then rose up certain of the elders of the land, and 
spake to all the assembly of the people, saying, (v. 18) 
Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah 
king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying. 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Zion shall be plowed like a 
yield, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain 
of the house as the hish places of a forest, (v. 19) Did 
Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to 
death ? did he not fear the Lord, and besought the Lord, 
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and the Lord repented him of the evil which he had pro- 
nounced against them ? Thus might we procure great evil 
against our souls." 

The death of Ut^ah.— (v. 20) '' And there was also a man 
that prophesied in the name of the Lord, Urijah^ the eon of 
Shemaiah of KirfcUh-Jearimy who prophesied against this 
dty and against this land according to all the words of 
Jeremiah : (▼. 21) And when Jehoiakim the king, with 
all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard his words, 
the king sought to put him to death : but when Urijah 
heard i^ he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt 
(y. 22) And Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, 
namely, Elnathan the son of Achbor, and certain men with 
him into Egypt (v. 23) And they fetched forth Urijah 
out of Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king ; 
who eUw him with the svtord, and cast his dead body into 
the graves of the common people, Ty. 24) Nevertheless the 
ham of Ahikam the eon of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, 
that they should not give him into the hand of the people 
to put him to death." 

" The beginning of the reign," y. 1. — Jehoiakim began to 
reign in 610, after the defeat of the Chaldeans at Gar- 
chemish. The events of this chapter occurred in the 
following year (609), the second of his reign. The 
Egyptians were the masters of Palestine for the &ur years 
between 610 and 606, when the second battle of Car- 
chemi^ was fought See Sketches, and ** Order of EvenlsP 

** Stand in the court of the Lord^s hottse/* v. 2. — The 
largest court, where large numbers of people were 
assembled. See also ch. xix. 14, and notes. He was to 
make the prophecy known to alL 

** Diminish not a word," v. 2.— Lest he should be intimi- 
dated by the Egyptian party in the state, or by the king, 
who had not long before put the prophet Ut^ah to death 
(v. 20-23) for a similar prediction against alliance with 
Egypt, at this time (see note, v. 1) apparently powerful. 

" That I may repent me^ v. 3.— With the Lord is no 
repentance ; the words mean only that as his face always 
shines on the righteous, if they abandon their sins and 
cleave to him they shall experience the favour which he 
shows to the righteous ; James i 13, 14, 17 ; Ps. cvi. 4, 5. 
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** Rising up eady, and sendinff," y. 5. — One of JeremiaVs 
oft-recurring sentenoes. See Appevidix K, and viL 13, 25; 
XL 7. 

'' Make this house like ShUoh^" v. 6. — It was this prophecy 
proclaimed by Jeremiah (ch. viL 12, 14) which irritated 
so much the priests and people ; for it warned them that 
as the Ark had passed away from Shiloh (1 Sam. iv, 10, 11; 
Ps. IxxviiL 60), so should it pass from Jerusalem also, leav- 
ing it as desolate, because of disobedience — r. 9, 12-14. 
See for history of the Ark and Tabernacle, Appendix £. 

*'A curse to aU the nations/* v, 6. — As in xxiv. 9, and 
Tsa. Ixv. 15, as bearing the penalty of their sins and 
unbeliefs. 

** 2'he priests and the prophets" v. 7. — The priests had 
charge of the Temple, and, as in ch. xx. 1, were irritated at 
the repetition of this prophecy, threatening them with the 
fate of Shiloh, in the court of the Lord^s house, v. 2. The 
** prophets'* were most probably false ptyphets, such as 
Ahab and Zedekiah, ch. xxix, or Hananiah, ch. xxviii. ; 
they may have been, however, prophets in the ordinary 
sense of the word — belonging to the prophetic college, 
— sons of the prophets^ 2 Ks. iL 3. 

** Thou shalt swrdy die/* v. 8. — The charge brought 
against him was for uttering false prophecies in the name 
of the Lord (see Deut. xviii. 20), punishable with death. 
His prophecy against the Temple might be said to contra- 
dict God's words in Psalm cxxxii. 14. It was on a similar 
charge Stephen was condemned, Acts vi. 13, 14. 

" The princes ofJudah,** v. 10. — The priests were against 
Jeremiah, the princes were on his side. The priests had 
power to apprehend and scourge, but only the Sanhedrim 
could punish with death, The princes belonged to this 
counciL 

" Came up from the Icings house/* v. 10. — The Temple 
stood on higher ground than the king's house, ch. xxiL 1. 

" They sat., the new gate/* v. lO.—Sat to judge. " Of 
the new gate.** In the gate j ustice usually was ad ministered , 
ch. xxxix. 3. The new gate was that built by Jotham, 
2 Es. XY. 35. 

*' The Lord sent me/* v. 12. — This is his only answer to 
the charge. He does not attempt to show that his counsel 
was baseid on sound political reasoning, but, as one in- 
spired, simply asserts nis divine authority, ch. xx. 9» 
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'*JmeThd ^our ways/* r. 13.— That the Lord may not 
biing the evil to pass, v. 3-6. 

" Brififf wnocmt Uood,*' v. 15. — They mRj add to their 
cnmes by impeDitence, but cannot escape the consequences 
of their actions ; Mat xxiii. 35. 

^* Not worthy to die^ ▼. 16. — The people ivere, with the 
priests, a little before (verses 7 and 8) requiring his death. 
J^ow they are with the princes, saying, he is not. worthy to 
die. Matt, xxi 9-11, and xxviL 20-25. 

" Of the dders of the land!* v. 17. — Most probably the 
heads of the congregation, by whom the people were repre- 
sented. They spoke after the princes (see 1 Ks. xx. 7). 
So does God work by the minds of men for the preserva- 
tion of His people when in danger, ch. i. 18, ana 8. See 
also Acts V. 34, &a 

'* Micah the Morcuthite!* v. 18. — A native of Moresheth, 
a village in the tribe of Judah. Mia i. 1. 

•* Zion shall he plowed!* v. 18. — The prophecy is found 
in Mic iii. 12, ana was literally fulfilled by the Bomans 
under Titus. Mat. xxiv. 2. 

*' The Lord repented him!* ^' ^^* — T^iA was a mistake on 
the part of these elders. Because Micah's prophecy had 
not been fulfilled in their own days, they thought the 
Lord had repented of the evil; but it waa fulfilled after^ 
wards. See note, v. 18. 

** Urijah the son of Shemaiah!* v. 20. — These are not the 
words of the elders, v. 18. This paragraph (20-23) is most 
probably a note inserted by Jeremiah subsequently, when 
recording the history of his trial before the princes, priests, 
and people in the great court, v. 2-10. Urijah "^o- 
phesied , . . according to all the toords of Jerefmah!* 
V. 20 ; and evidently some time must have been taken up 
by his flight into Egypt, his subsequent capture, his return 
under arrest to Judea. and his death. Jeremiah refers to 
this incident to show how great had been his own danger, 
and that only the Lord could have delivered him, v. 24. 

^ Sent men into Egypt!* ▼• 22.— Jehoiakim was placed 
on the throne by the king of Egypt — 2 Ka. xxiii. 3^ 35 — 
and, as his vassal, was able to arrest Urijah in that coun- 
try. At an earlier or later period (before 610, or after 606} 
this would have been impossible, as— except within these 
four years — the kings of Judah were more or less subject 
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to the Chaldeans. Jeroboam fled to Egypt (1 Ks. xi. 
17, 40) ; but Solomon oonld not tonch him there ! 

*^Slew him with the sward/* ▼. 23.— The Lord may have 

Eermitted the death of Urijah, because, though faithful, 
e had not trosted Bis power, bat fled to Egypt for 
protection. 

" Graves of the common people^ ▼. 23. — The prophets 
may have had a separate burial place, Matt, xxiii 29. The 
graves of the common people — the children of the people — 
are referred to in ch. xviL 19, and 2 Ks. xxiii. 6. 

" The hand of Ahiham . . . with Jeremiah^ v. 24. — 
Ahikam was son of Shaphan the scribe, chief minister of 
state under Josiah, 2 Ks. xxii. 8-14. He was brother to 
Gemariah, ch. xxxvi 10 ; to Elasah, xxix. 3 ; and father 
of Gedaliah, who wsa made governor of the land under 
the Chaldeans, 2 Ks. xxv. 22. 

B.a 606.] CHAPTER XLVI. [4tli of JehoiaUm. 

Defeat of Egyptian Army at Oarohemish by 
Nebuohadnezzar and tbe Obaldeans. 

(▼. 1) " The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah 
the prophet against the Oentiles; (v. 2) Against Egypt, 
against the army of Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, which 
was hy the river Euphrates, in Carchemish, which Nebii- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah." 



« 



Came to Jeremiah,^* v. 1. — "In the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim^ v. 2. — The Order of Events should be referred 
to, to understand the connection between the predictions 
and the political events of the day. In thit year (b.g. 606) 
the second battle at Carchemish was fought, when the 
short-lived triumph of Pharaoh Necho and the Egyptians 
was to terminate in disaster, and the Chaldean power to 
rise and flourish under the young King Nebuchadnezzar. 

"Against the Oentiles" v. 1. — ^This prediction is against 
one of the Gentile nations — Egypt — whose overthrow he 
foretells in decisive language ; v. 13, 14, 17, 20, 24, &c. 
See Part IT. 

** Pharaoh Necho,"* v. 2.— Sed " Sketch of Chaldean Em- 
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pirB^' p. 7 ; and *^ of Egyptian Hutory^ p. 10 ; also 
'* Outline Bistory of Judea^^ p. 13. Pharaoh Necho was 
son of Paammetik l., aad grandfather of Pharaoh Hophra. 

^*By the river EuphnUee^* y. 2. — ^After the battle of 
Carchemiah, in 610, when Nabopolassar, king of Chaldea, 
was defeated by Pharaoh, an Egyptian garrison seems to 
have retained possession of OardLenush, wnile the remain- 
ing portion of their forces returned to Egypt, displacing 
Jehoahaz, and setting Jehoiakim on the throne, while 
passing through Palestine. 

" CarchemiAj*' v. 2. — Carchemish lay higher up on the 
river Euphrates than the classical Circesium. It occupied 
nearly the site of Mabug or Hierapolia. CommauaiDg 
the ordinary passage of the Euphrates at £ir, or £ireh-jih, 
its possession became a matter of primary importance to 
the rival kingdoms, Egypt and Chaldea. — Dictionary of 
Bible. 

** Ndmckadrezzar^ ▼. 2. — This name, usually Nebuchad- 
nezzar, is in the Cylinders written Nabu-kudurri-uzur. It 
seems to mean either, as Professor Rawlinson explains it, 
N^o protects ike lomdmarke, or, as Schrader has it, Nebo, 
do thou protect the crown. By others it is made to mean. 
Fire the shining god, 

{The prediction in thie chapter, v, 3-28, if in poetry, and 
wiU he found in Part IL) 

B.O. 606.] CHAPTER XXXV. [4tli Of JeholaUm. 

In the fourth year of Jehoiakim, Jndea is 
invaded by the Chaldeans, Syrians, Moab- 
ites, and others. The Beohabites, with the 
inhabitants of the oonntry, crowd for safety 
into Jerusalem. The Prophet makes them 
an example of obedience to the Jews. 

The Prophet Is sent to the EetihaUtes.— (v. 1) *'The word 
which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord in the days of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying, {y, 2) 
Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto ttiem, 
and bring them into the house of the Lord, into one of the 
chambers, and give them wine to drink.'' 
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nio SediaUtM in a TObj^ Cliain])er.— (▼. 3) "Then I 
took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziuiah, 
and his brethren, and all Iiis sons, and the whole house of 
the Bechabites : (v. 4) And I brought them into the house 
of the Lord, into the chamber of the sons of Banan, the 
son of Igdaliah, a man of Ood, which was by t?M chamber 
of the princes, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah 
the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door : (v. 6) And I 
set before the sons of the house of the Bechabites pots full 
of wine, and cups, and / said unto them. Drink ye wine." 

They refuse to dzlnk wine.— (v. 6) ^ But they said. We 
will drink no wine : for Jonadah the son of Rechab our 
father commanded us, saying, Te shall drink no wine, 
neither ye, nor your sons for ever : (v. 7) Neither shall ye 
build liouse, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have 
any : but all your days ye shall dtodl in tents ; that ye 
may live many days in the land where ye be strangers. 
(v. 8) Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son 
of Bechab our father in all that he hath charged us, to 
drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor 
our daughters ; (v. 9) Nor to build houses for us to dwell 
in : neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed : fv. 10) 
But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done 
according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. 
(v. 11) But it came to pass, when Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon came up into the land, that we said. Come, and 
let Its go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chal- 
deans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians : so we dwell 
at Jerusalem." 

The Prophet's Address to the Jews.— (v. 12) ''Then came 
the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, (v. 13) Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel : Go and tell 
the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will 
ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words ? saith 
the Lord. (v. 14) The words of Jonadab the son of 
Bechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, 
are performed ; for unto this day they drink none, but 
obey their father* s commandment ; notwithstanding I have 
spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye heark- 
ened not unto me. (v. 15) I have sent also unto you all 
my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, 
saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, and 
amend your doings, and go not after other goda to serre 
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them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given 
to you and to your fathers : but ye have not inclioed your 
ear, nor hearkened unto me. (v. 16) Because the bods of 
Jouadab the son of Eechab have performed the command- 
ment of their father, which he commanded them : hut 
this people hath not hearkened unto me : (v. 17) There- 
fore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced 
against them : because I have spoken unto them, but they 
have not heard ; and I have called unto them, but they 
have not answered." 

The Lord's Promise to the Bedtutbites.— (v. 18) ''And 
Jeremiah said unto the house of the Bechabites, Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Because ye 
have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, 
and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that 
he hatn commanded you : (v. 19) Therefore thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Jonadab the son of 
Eechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever." 

" The fourth year of Jehoiakim'' v. 1. — The second battle 
at Carchemish had been fought, and the triumphant 
Chaldeans were now approaching to recover the provinces 
of Syria and Palestine, which, since the defeat in 610 (first 
battle of Carchemish), had been annexed to the Egyptian 
kingdoms. Hence the flight of the people residinjz in the 
country towns into Jerusalem for protection, and hence 
this episode of the Bechabites. 

" Unto the ho^ise/* v. 2. — They lived in tents, not in a 
house ; hence in this place "hottse" meana family; v. 7. 

" The Rechahites** v. 2. — This house was descended from 
Jethro or Hobab, Moses* father-in-law, Exod. xviii. 6 ; 
Num. X, 29-32; Judg. i. 16. They belonged to the 
Kenites of Hemath, 1 Chron. ii. 55. In order \o retain 
their independence, they lived in tents, having no fixed 
habitation, 1 Sam. xv. 6. Their father, " Jonadab the son 
of Rechab,^* v. 6, is mentioned in 2 Ks. x. 15-23, as having 
been associated with Jehu in the destruction of the 
worshippers of Baal 

**Into one of the chambers/' v. 2. — He was directed to 
bring the Bechabites into one of the Temple chambers, in 
order to render the transaction more pvJblic. These cham* 
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bera were applied to various uses. They oontained vest- 
ments, sacred stores, &c. They were built around the 
Temple, and leaning on it, 1 Ks. vL 5 ; Neh. xiiL 4-8. 

^^JcMzcmah^ Y. 3. — Chief of the Bechabites then in 
Jerusalem. 

^ Ihe sons of Eanan^ v. 4, — Not his lineal descendants, 
but his disciples or followers^ Hanan having founded a 
religious school or sect in Jerusalem. Some identify him 
with the Hanani of 2 Chron. xvi. 7, xix. % but nothing ia 
known of him but what is narrated here. 

" A man of Qod^^ v. 4. — Several others are thus desig- 
nated : Moses, Deut. xxxiii. 1 ; Shemaiah, 1 Ks. xii. 22 ; 
Elisha, 2 Ks. iv. 7 ; Timothy, 2 Tim. iii. 17. 

** By the chamber of the princes,^* v. 4 — This was 
probably the council-chamber, in which the ministers of 
state used to assemble for the despatch of business. — Br. 
andF. 

" Keeper of the door^* v. 4. — Lit., of the threshold ; 2 Ks. 
xiL 9, XXV. 18. These three keepers would also have charge 
of the money paid for the use of the Temple, which was 
kept in a chest near the door, ch. Iii. 24. 

" PotSj* V. 5. — Bowls, out of which the cups were filled. 
The word is used. Gen. xliv. 2, of Joseph's divining bowl ; 
and of the bowls of the candlestick, £xod. xxv. 31-32. 

^* 1 said unto them, Drink^^ v. 6. — God commanded Jere- 
miah to give them the wine, but he did not command the 
Bechabites to drink. Jeremiah's words are, ^^ Isaid*' not 
the Lord. It was done to make them an example of 
obedience to the disobedient Jews. 

" J(ynadah the son of Rechah,^* v. 6. — Jonadab lived in 
the days of Jehu, king of Israel, 2 Els. x. 15, nearly 300 
years before. 

" Drink no wine^* v. 6. — The reason of this prohibition 
was, as appears from the words '^nor sow seed, nor plant 
vineyard, lest they should be led to reside permanemtly in 
any place. The cultivation of the vine required time, and 
the preparation of the wine required buildings, and t^ey 
could not be strangers in the land if they undertook its 
cultivation. Their drink was usually of the milk of the 
flock, 

" Fe shall dwell in tents," v. 7. — This was the chief point 
of Jonadab's injunctions. The three former, not to "sow 
^eed/^ nor '* plant vineyard," nor " build house," not being 
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in themidves forbidden, but as being subordinate and 
necessary to the great role, to "dtodl in tents" as strangers. 

'* Live manvdays," v. 7. — ^According to the Fifth Com- 
mandment. £pb. vi SS, 3. 

" Strangers,'* ▼. 7. — The Bechabites seem to have been 
types of the people of €k>d, Heb. xL 13-16. They were 
strangers among the Jews, not being of Jewish blood, but 
Kenites. See note, y. 2. 

" Our father," v. 8. — Our father — that is, our founder ; 
as in Judges xvii 10. 

** And have obeyed," v. 10. — It is their obedience to the 
injunctions of their father or founder that is commended, 
not necessarily their institutions, 

" When Nebuchadreuar . . came," ▼. 11. — This was 
after his victory at Carchemish, over the Egyptians, 606 
B.C. See " Order of Events." 

^ Let us go to Jerusalem," v. 11. — This temporary resi- 
dence in Jerusalem was not regarded as disobedience to 
their father's injunction, as it was rendered necessary by 
circumstances. 

" The army of the Syrians," v. 11. — ^The Syrians were 
employed frequently by the Ohaldseans to harass the 
country, until they could bring up their own armies, 2 Ks. 
xziv. 1, 2. 

*• Unto this day," v. 14. — Nearly 300 years afterwards. 

** They . . . <^>ey their father's commandment" — It was 
for this purpose they were brought forward by the prophet, 
that their obedience might be contrasted with the con- 
tinued disobedience of Uie Jews — Isai. i. 3 ; Mai L 6 ; 1 
Sam. XV. 20, 22 ; Psa. Ixxviii 34, 37, 41, 66, 67. 

^^ Rising early and speaking" v. 14. — Speaiking early and 
late, "by various ways of providence and grace." — Sp, Com, 

** My servants the prophets" v. 16. — Their founder was 
but one, v. 6, His messengers were many, yet His people 
disobeyed His voice. Matt. xxi. 34-37. Among the prophets 
in their own times, besides Jeremiah himself, were Urijah 
— ch. xxvi 20, 22— Zephauiah and Habakkuk, Daniel and 
EzekieL 

** Return ye noio" v. 16. — ^Always we have connected at 
this period the removal of chastisement upon amendment. 
— ^^And ye shall dwell" that is, continue to dwell. After 
a set time we iind no longer this alternative^ but punish- 



^ 
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ment only denounoed ; see ch. xxii. 24^ 25, delivered deven 
years after this time. 

^^Becaiue/* r, 16. — Bather, iruumuch a$, 

*' £tU this people," y. 16. — ^The disobedience of the people 
caused them to be finally left under the power of their 
enemies, v. 17. 

"-4 num to stand before ww,"— This may mean either 
that the Bechabites shall never want a man to perpetuate 
their house, and care for their interests — to stand before 
God for them, (in this sense the words are used of Elijah, 
1 Kb. xvii. 1 ; of Elisha, 2 Ks. iiL 14— as^opA^to; of David 
before Saul, 1 Sam. xvL 21, 22, &&} ; or it may mean that 
l^ey were to be honoured by standing to minister before 
the Lord as Levites, Deut. x. 8 — that they gained this 
honour by their obedience. They are found afterwards 
performing Levites* duties ; Neh. iiL 14 ; 1 Chron. iL 55. 

B.a«W.] CHAPTER XXV. (Jg^"^. 

Eeview of the Lord's messages to the Jews 
during twenty-three years. Their contempt 
of these messages is reproved, 1-7. A pre- 
diction of the desolation of the land for 
seventy years, 8-11. Then of the destruc- 
tion of Babylon, and of the nations who had 
oppressed the Jews, 12-14. The wine cup 
of wrath, 15-80. 

Hie Judgment of JudalL — (v. 1) ** The word that came to 
Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth 
year of JehovaJdm the son of Josiah king of Judah, that 
was i^<d first year of Nebuchadrezzao' king of Babylon; (v. 2) 
The which Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people 
of Judah, and to all the mhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 
(v. 3) From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of 
Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that is the three 
and twentieth year, the word of the Lord hath come unto 
me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaJking; 
but ye have not hearkened, (v. 4) And the Lord bath 
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sent unto yoa all his servants the prophets, rising earlp and 
sending them; but ye haye not hearkened, nor inclined 
year ear to hear. (r. 5) They said, Twrn ye ogam now 
every one from his evil way, and from the enl of your 
doings, aiui dwell in the land that the Lord hath giyen 
unto yon and to your fathers for ever and eyer : (y. 6) 
And go not after other gods to serye them, and to worship 
them, and provoke me not to aneer with the works of your 
hands; and / will do you no hurt, (y. 7) Yet ye have 
not hearkened unto me, saith the Lord ; that ye might 
provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to your 
own hurt, (y. 8) Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts ; 
Because ye have not heard my words, (v. 9) Behold, I will 
send and take all the families of the north, saith the Lord, 
aod Nebuchadrezzar the kiug of Babylon, my servant, and 
will bring them against this land, and against the inhabi- 
tants thereof, and against all these nations rouud about, 
and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonish- 
ment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations, (v. 10) 
Moreover, I will take from them the voice of mirth, and 
the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the 
voice of the bride, the sound of the miUstones, and the 
light of the candle, (v. 11) And this whole land shall be 
a desolation, and an astonishment ; and these nations shall 
serve the king of Babylon seventy years,** 

Thid Doom of BAtiyloxL — (v. 12) "And it shall come to 
pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will 
punish thekinffofBaiylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, 
for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will 
make it perpetual desolations, (v. 13) And I will brin^ 
upon that land all my words which I have pronounced 
against it, even all that is written in this book, which 
Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations, fv. 14) 
For many nations and great kings shall serve themsdves of 
them also : and I will recompense them according to their 
deeds, and according to the works of their own hands." 

The wine cup of wrath. — (v. 15) " For thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel unto me ; Take the mne cup of this fury at 
my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, 
to drink it. (v. 16) And they shall drink, and be moved, 
and be mad, because of the sword that I will send among 
them. (v. 17) Then took I the cup at the Lord's hand, 
and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the Lord 
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bad Bent me : (▼. 18) To wit, JvuKiUm^ and ike cities of 
Judah^ and the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to 
make them a desolation, an astonishment, an hissing, and 
a curse ; as it is this day ; (v. 19) Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and his servants, and his princes, and all his people ; (v. 20) 
And all the mingUd people, and all the kings of the land 
of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and 
Ashkelon, and Azath, and Ekron, and the remnant of 
Ashdod, (▼. 21) Edom, and Moab, and the children of 
Ammon, (v. 22) And all the kings of Tyms, and all the 
kings of Zidon, and the kings of the ides which are 
beyond the sea, (▼. 23) Dedkm, and Tema, and Boz, and 
all that are in tlie utmost comers, (v. 24) And all the 
kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the mingled people 
that dwell in the desert, (v. 25) And all the kings of 
Zim/riy and all the kinra of Elam, and all the kings of the 
Medes, (v. 26) And ^ the kings of the north, far and 
near, one with another, and all the kingdoms of the world, 
which are upon the face of the earth : and the kin^ of 
Sheska^ shall drink after them. (v. 27) Therefore thou 
shalt say unto them. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel ; Drink ye, and be drunken, and spue, imd fall, 
and rise no more, oecause of the sword which I will send 
among you. (▼. 28) And it shall be, if they refuse to take 
the cup at thine hand to drink, then shalt thou say unto 
them. Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Ye shall certainly 
drink, (v. 29) For, lo, / be^tin to bring evil on the city 
whicii is called by my name, and shondd ye he utterly un- 
punished 1 Ye shall not be nnpunished : for I will call 
tor a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earthy saith the 
Lord of hosts." 



^Fourth year of Jekoiakim," v. L— This is called the 3rd 
year in Dan. L 1, but this may have arisen from the fact 
that Daniel, writing in ChaldsBa, uses the computation 
common among the Chaldees. — Ltneih, 

" 2'he first year of Ndmdiadressarj' v. 1. — ^This was the 
first year of his sole reign — he had reigned for the two 
preceding years with his father, B.a 638-6. 

*' The three and twentieth year^* v. 3.— The 13th year of 
Josiah was b.o. 629, from that to his death in 610 was 19 
years, and there were, besides, 4 years of Jehoiakim's reign ; 
in ally 23 years. 
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** Rising eaidy^ y. 3. — Leaving Dothing undone that 
oould have been done on their behalf ; Isai. ▼. 4. 

"i//* tervwnU the prophet*,'* v. 4. — Jeremiah, Urijab, 
xzvi 25 ; Haldah the Prophetess, 2 Ka. zxiL xiv ; Zepha- 
uiah i. 1 ; Habakkuk i. 1, &c. See note on xxxy. 15. 

** They eaid^ v. 5. — Lit., to say — md^ them , , .to <ay, 
V. 4. 

" Turn ye . . . and dwell,'' v, 5.— See note xxxv. 15. 

** Every one from hie evil way^" v. 6. — Not only nationally, 
bat individually, they mast amend. 

" / trill do you no hurt," v. 6, — for it is sin that brings 
the rod. He is willing to guide without the bit and bridle, 
Psa. zxxiL 7, 8; and y. 7 — **to your own hwrt^' ProY. 
viiL 36. 

"All the famtliee of the north/* v. 9.— Families are, pro- 
perly, races descended from the same ancestors ; but here 
mean the various tribes and peoples which formed the 
Chaldsean empire, held together oy the strong hand of 
Nebuchad nezzar. 

** My eervant,** ▼. 9. — Nebuchadnezzar is here called 
Jehovah's '* servant,** because he was, though unconsciously, 
his agent in punishing the Jews. Hence, also, the word 
*^ I will send and take,*' ch. xxviL 6, xliiL 10, and xL 2 ; 
see also IsaL xliv. 28, where Cyrus is termed '* my shep- 
herd,** although he destroyed these very Chaldeans. In 
the Old Testament, this title ^* my servant ** is given espe- 
cially to Moses and to Messiah ; it is three times given to 
^Nebuchadnezzar, to show the greatness of the commission 
entmsted to him. — Sp. Com. 

" The sound of the mUlstones,** v. 10. — The total cessation 
of domestic life — the breaking up of homes. The hand- 
mill found in every house consisted of two circular stones, 
one above the other, for grinding com, worked generally 
by two women. Matt. xxiv. 41. 

" The light of the candle," v. 10.— Literally, the lamp. 
Job xxL 17, &c. 

" Seventy years,* v. 11. — From b.o. 606 to the restoration 
by Cyrus, 536. Ezra i. 1-4, and chap, xxvii. 7. 

« iVHl punish the king of Babylon,** v. 12.--While the 
king was absent, and Belshazzar, his son, acting as king 
in Babylon, the city was taken as foretold by Jeremiah, 
and described by Daniel, ch. v. 

" Make it perpetual desolations^'* y. 12.— Soon after this, 



54 NOTES ON JEREMIAH. 

only the rains of the city remained to testify that it had 
ever existed. They are ttiU on the Ewpkraies. 

« In this hooky"* v. 13.— The words ofthis verse—" Which 
Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the natione" — may 
refer either to the predictions contained in this chapter 
(v. 26-28X or to those in chaps, xlvi.-li., already gathered 
into a collection or book, chap. xxxvL 4. 

" Many nations and great Idnae^ v. 14. — Those are in- 
tended which were confederated with Qyms the Great 
under the Persian Empire, 536. 

" Shall serve themsdves of them also" v. 14. — Use their 
services as slaves. The Cnaldees, who had made other 
people slaves, shall be themselves also enslaved, ch. xzvii. 
7, &a 

" / vnll recompense them/* v. 14, — ^the Chaldeans. As they 
had done to other nations, so shall they be dealt with — 
ch.L29; li. 24. 

" Take the wine cup," v. 16. — ^This is a symbolical vision, 
see chap. xiii. The wine cup was not literally given to 
the nations nor to their representatives, but only in vision, 
see Ezek. viii. 3-18. " The wine cup " seems to indicate 
that similar effects were to follow the judgments which the 
Lord was about inflicting on them for their sins — Nah. 
iii. 11 ; IsaL li. 17-22; also here, v. 11. ^^ And be moved" — 
Psa. Ix. 3, Ixxv. 8. 

** Then took I the Cfwp" v. 17. — Executing in his vision 
the Lord's command, v. 15, 16. 

^*^ Jerusalem^* v. 18. — Jerusalem must drink of this cup 
first, for judgment must ^^ begin at the house of Ood; 
1 Pet. iv. 17. 

"Andths kings thereof" v. 18. — Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, 
and Zedekiah had all to drink of it. See also ch. xix. 3. 

^As it is this day" v. 18. — As Jeremiah lived after the 
destruction ofJerusalemf it is most probable that he added 
this and similar notes Imnself when revising his writings. 
— Sp, Com, 

" All the mingled people " v. 20. — Either the Greek mer- 
cenaries, or hired soldiers whom Psammetik T. had em- 
ployed in his armies (retained by the succeeding kings), or 
the various peoples out of whom the Egyptians, as a 
nation, were made up. — See ch. 1. 37 ; Isa. xix. 1, 2. 

** The land of Uz," v. 20.— Either the country of Job i. 1, 
on the south-east of Palestine (Sp, Com,), or some place 
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between Egypt and the states along the Mediterranean. — 
Br. and F. 

** All the king$f" ▼. 20. — The title kingt was given to 
rulers of small tracts of country, governors, or loras. 

** Philistines" v. 20. — South-west of Palestine, below 
the plains of Sharon. 

" Ashkdon and Azzah^ v. 20. — Gaza, so rendered every- 
where by the Ixx. 

" The remnant of Ashdod^ v. 21. — Azotus, Acts viii 40. 
The word ** remnant'* should be noted as illustrative of 
undesigned coincidences. None but a contemporary could 
have so used it. In the reign of Fsammeticus, Ashdod had 
suffered so much during the long siege of 29 years (see 
Sketches of History) that it had lost most of its inhabitants. 
At this time only a remnant remained. 

*^JEdom and Moab, and . . of Ammon,*' v. 21. — Joined 
together because related to IsrcUd, 

*' Kings of Tyrus," v. 22.— Of the dependencies of Tyrus, 
all p^y kings, 

**0f the ides,** v. 22. — In the margin coastlands are 
evidently meant — perhaps the coasts of the lands on the 
uorth of the Mediterranean ; but as isles are here spoken 
of along with coast towns (Tyre and Sidon), it is probable 
islands— as Cyprus — are included. 

** Dedan, and Terna^ and Buz^" v. 23. — ^These places are 
all north of Arabia, Job xxxii. 2, 

" Utmost comers," v. 23. — The margin gives the true 
sense, **who have the corners of the hair shorn or polled," 
as the people of Kedar ; ch. ix. 26, and margin. 

*• The mingled people," v. 24. — Dr. Pocock says the word 
Arabia is derived from the Hebrew arab, signifying mix- 
ture, — as inhabited by a medley of nations — Ishmaelites, 
&a — Lowih. 

** The kings of Zimri" v. 26. — A people of Arabia, de- 
scended from Zimran, Abraham's son by Keturah ; Gen. 
XXV. 2. 

" Of Elam . . . of the Medes" v. 25.— Elam is pro- 
perly the country west of Persia, but here it seems to mean 
Persia, who with the Medes formed the Medo-Persian 
empire of Cyrus — Isai. xxL 2 — B.a 536. 

** 7%« kings of the north," v. 26.— The empire of Nebu- 
chadnezzar extended northward as far as the Caspian Sea. 

*^AU the kingdoms of the world,"- v. 26, — of the known 
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worid. Tlie muTenalit^ here spokea of is moral, not 
geographical ; aee Dan. ii. 38, iT. 22. 

^ThA king of SAegkadk,' t. 2&— From ch. li 41, it is 
e^ideut that the king of Babylon himself is here referred 
ta Jeremiah seems to have, from motives of pradence, 
lest the Jews should suffer at the king's hand, concealed 
the name of Babjrlon by adopting the Cabalistic system, 
known as Athboihy or writing in cypher. In order to do 
this the order of the letters of the alphabet is reversed^ and 
the name spelled in the letters of the second line instead of 
the first: — 

abcdefghijklmnop^rstavwxyz 
zyxwTotsrqponmlk] ihgfe d cba 

In the English characters hero given Babylon would be 
written y z y b o 1 m, in the Hebrew it reads Shethach, A 
second example of writing in cypher will be found in ch. IL 1. 
Thus we have it here foretold that when the king of 
Babylon shall have made all nations drink of the wine cup 
of God's wrath, his work being done, he shall drink of it 
himself last, ** after them," — ^fulfilled in the destruction of 
Babylon by Cyrus, 536. Others, however, explain the 
word Shesnach as brazen-acUed, IsaL xlv. 2 ; others again, 
by reference to the goddess worshipped at Babylon — 
Shach, after whom Misad was named Me^iach (Dan. i. 7}, 
and at whose festival Babylon was taken, Dan. v. 1. 

" Rise no more," v. 27.— Judah was to be restored finally, 
Babylon was to rise no more: ch. IL 64. 

"I begin to bring evil" v. 29.--See v. 18 and note. 
(For the Prediction— vs. 30-38. See Part IL) 

KG. 606.] CHAPTEB XXXVI. 1-& [4tli of JeboiaUm. 

Jeremiali is commanded to colleot and write in 
one roll all his predictions from the days of 
Josiahy 1-3. Barach reads them in the 
Lord's house, 4-8. 

Jeremiali commanded |to write his words.— (r. 1) ^ And it 

came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of 

Josiah kiDg of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah 

^ from the Lord, saying, (v. 2) Take thee a roU of a book 
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and vnite therein all the 'words that I have spoken noto 
thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the 
nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of 
Josiah even nnto this dav. (v. 3) It may be that the 
hoose of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do 
unto them ; that they may return every man from his evil 
way ; that 1 may forgive their iniquity and their sin.** 

Bameh writes, and la tben instmoted to read tbem. — 
(v. 4) " Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah : 
and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah cul the worde 
of the Lord, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of 
a book. (v. 5) And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, 
/ am shut t^ / I cannot go into * the house of the linord : 
(v. 6) Therefore go thou, and read in the roll which thou 
hast written from my mouth, the words of the Lord in the 
ears of the people in the Lord's house upon thefaeting day : 
and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah 
that come out of their cities, (v. 7) It may be they will 
present their supplication before the Lord, and will return 
every one from his evil way : for great is the anger and 
the fuiy that the Lord hath pronounced against tbisi 
people. Tv. 8) And Baruch the sou of Neriah did accord- 
ing to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, 
reading in the book the words of thoi Lord in the Lord^e 
house/* 



" /» the fourth year" v. 1. — This chapter was written 
towards the close of the year; chapter xxv. at the be- 
ginning. 

" A roll of a hook" v. 2. — This was the first collection 
of Jeremiah's prophecies ; see p. 15. The roll was formed 
of prepared skins made up into a rolL See Psa. zl. 7. 

'* Write therein all the words," v. 2. — The predictions de- 
livered during the last 23 years — see ch. xxv. 3 — from the 
13tb of Josiah (b.o. 629) to the 4th of Jehoiakim (b.c. 606). 
They were written previously, but the separate writiugs 
were now for the first time collected, or vnitten in one roll, 
V. 4. 

** That I may forgive" v. 3. — Still not too late to returfi. 

" Baruch the son of Neriah,*' v. 4. — Baruch was grandson 
of Maaseiah, the governor of the city — 2 Chron. xxxiv. 8 — 
and brother of Seraiah, the king's chamberlain, ch. li. 59. 
He seems to have been not only scribe or secretary to • 
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JereDiiah, bat attached to him personally. See also p. 23, 
ch. L 1. 

" Wrote firom the mouth of Jeremiah" y. 4 — Jeremiah 
prononnced or dictated, and Baruch wrote. 

" All the words of the Lord/* v. 4. — ^The words as well 
as the substance were given him by the Jjord. John 
xiy. 26, xvi 13 ; 2 Pet i. 21 ; 2 Tim. iii 16 ; Heb. x. 16. 

** I am ehvi up/* v. 6. — Some think he was shut up in 
prison ; bat from v. 19 and 26 he most have been free, if 
able to hide himself from the kii>g* It most probably 
means simply prevented^ or shat np from some ceremonial 
uncleanness. 1 Sam. xxi 5. 

" Upon the fasting-day/* v. 6. — This was the 10th day 
of the 7th month — tne Day of Atonement — Lev. xziii. 27. 
See Tahle of Feasts, Appendix L, Dr. Townsend and 
Dean Prideanx both say that the words ** the fasting-day** 
can only refer to the great fast. From this it follows 
that the roll was read on tioo occasions — (1) On the 10th 
day of the 7th month Tizri — the Day of Atonement — g» 
stated in v. 8 ; and (2) on a special fast-day proclaimed in 
the following year. See v. 9, and note, ch. L 3, p. 24. 

^ And Baruch . . did,** v. 8. — ^This verse seems to assert 
very explicitly that he read this roll on the Day of Atone- 
ment, and that the reading referred to in v. 10 was on a 
different occasion — in the^A, or following year, v. 9. 

**In the hordes house/* v. 8.^ — On this day the people 
were all in the courts of the Temple — the Day of Atone- 
ment being one of the three great feasts; Lev. xvL 20-34 ; 
Dent xvL 16. 

KG. 606.] CHAPTER XLV. [4tli of JehoiaJdm. 

The Lord oonsoles BaraoL 

(v. 1) *'The word that Jeremiah the proi)het spake unto 
Baruch the son of Neriah, when he had written these vfords 
in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying, (v. 2) 
Thus saith the Lord, the Qod of Israel, unto thee, O 
Baruch ; (▼. 3) Thou didst say. Woe is me now ! for the 
Lord hath added grief to my sorrow ; I fainted in my 
sighing, and I find no rest.'' 
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" Whfn he had written these words," y. 1.— After Barnch 
had written the worcLs of the foregoing prophecy, he seems 
to have been so deeply impressed by the revelation of his 
country's rain, that—Vs Jeremiah expressed it, v. 3 — ^his 
feeling was that the Lord had addea grief to his sorrow. 
From y. 5 irwould appear that, being a man of hich rank, 
p. 23, he naturally looked forward to high office in his own 
country, hence, partly, his deep disappointment, and hence, 
also, these faithful words of txue consolation and warning 
in ▼. 3-5. (See Part 11.) 

(The citv IPOS taken at this time — b.c. 606~on 6th day of 
9ih month, and the king ptU in chains, hut afterwards 
restored and allowed to reign. See '' Order of Events**) 

&0. eOB.] CHAPTEB XXXYI. 9-32. [6tb of Jeholaklm. 

In the 6th year Baruch again reads the roll. 
The princes hear and report it. The roll is 
bronght to the king and burnt. It is writ- 
ten again by the Lord's command. 

Tbe Ron la read again in the 6tb year.— (v. 9) ''And it 
came to pass in the fifth ^ear of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a 
fast before the Lord to aU the people in Jerusalem, and to 
all the people that came from tne cities of Judah unto 
Jerusalem, (y. 10) Then read Baruch in the book the 
words of Jeremiah in the house of the Lord, in the cham- 
ber of OcTnariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the 
higher oovrt, at the entry of the new gate of the Lord's 
house, in the ears of all the people." 

Hidialab'a report to the Princes.— (v. 11) '^ When Michor 
iah the son of Oemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard 
out of the book all the words of the Lord, (y. 12) Then he 
went down into the king's house, into the scribes chamber ; 
and, lo, aU the princes sat there^ even Elishama the scribe, 
and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the sou of 
Achbor, and Gl«mariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah 
the son of Hananiah, and all the princes, (y. 13) Then 
Michaiah declared unto them all tne words that he had 
heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the 
people." 
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Bamdb reftds It to tbe prinees.— (v. 14) '| Therefore all 
the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethxtniah, the son of 
Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Barucb, saying, Take 
in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears 
of the people, and come. So Barach the son of Neriah 
took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. (r. 15) 
And they said unto him, tStt dovm now, and read it in our 
ears. So Baruch read it in their ears. (v. 16) Now it 
came to pjass, when they had heard all the words, they 
were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, 
We will 9urdy tdt the king of all these words, (v. 17) 
And they asked Baruch, saying. Tell us now. How didst 
thou write all these words at his mouth ? (y. 18) Then 
Baruch answered them. He pronounced all these words 
unto me with his mouth, ana I wrote them with ink in 
the hook, (y. 19) Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, 
hide thee, thou and Jeremiah, and let no man know where 
ye be." 

It is read before the king. — (v. 20) '' And they went in 
to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll in the 
chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words iu 
the ears of the king. (v. 21) So the king sent Jehudi to 
fetch the roll : and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's 
chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and 
in tbe ears of all the priuces which stood beside the king. 
(y. 22) Now the king sat in the winterhoitse in the ninth 
month : and there was a fire on the hearth burning before 
him." 

The King bums the Boll— (v. 23) '* And it came to pass, 
that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it 
with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the 
hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was 
on the hearth, (v. 24) Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their 
garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that 
heard all these words, (v. 25) Nevertheless Elnathan, and 
Delaiah, and Gemariah, had made intercession to the king 
that he would not burn the roll ; but he would not hear 
them. (v. 26) But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son 
of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shele- 
miah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe^ and 
Jeremiah the prophet : but the Lord hid them," 

The Boll must be re-written.— (y. 27) *^ Then the word of 
the Lord came to Jeremiah^ (after that the king had burnt 
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the roll, and the words which Bamch wrote at the month 
of Jeremiah,) saying, (y. 28) Take thee again another roll, 
and write in it all the former words that were in the first 
roily whic^ Johoiakim the king of Jadah hath burnt, (y. 29) 
And thoa shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Jadah, Thns 
saith the Lord, Thou hast burnt this roll, sayinsf, Why 
hast thon written therein, saying, The king of Babylon 
shall certainly come and destroy uiis land, and shall cause 
to cease from thence man and beast ? " 

The Lord's message to the king.— (v. 30) '' Therefore thns 
saith the Lord of Jehoiakim king of Judah, He shall have 
none to sit upon the throne of David : and hia dead hodjf 
shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the niglit 
to the frost (▼. 31) And I will punish him, and his s^, 
and his servants, for their iniquity; and I will bring upon 
them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the 
men of Judah, all the evil that I haye pronounced against 
them : but they hearkened not," 

Jeremiah writes It again with additions.— (y. 32) <<Then 
took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the 
scribe, the son of Neriah ; who wrote therein from the 
mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoi- 
akim king of Judah had burned in the fire : and there 
were add^ besides unto them many like words,** 

" They proetaimed a fastJI* v. 9. — This was in the ninth 
month, in the year after the roll had been read on the 
great Day of Atonement, in the seventh month. This 
special fast on the fifth day of the ninth month (November), 
was held in remembrance of the calamity which had 
befallen them on the same day in the preceding year, when 
Jerusalem was taken by the Chaldeans. — Dr, Townsend. 

" In the chamber of Gemariah" y. 10, — where Jeremiah's 
trial had taken place, ch. zxvL 10. Gemariah (not the 
person referred to ch. zxix. 3) was the son of Shaphan the 
scribe — 2 Ks. xxii. 3 — and brother of Ahikam, Jeremiah's 
friend, ch. xxyi. 24. 

" In the higher court** y. 10. — ^The court of the priests, 
that of the people being louder, 

"Entry of the new gate,** y. 10.— See note, ch. xxvi. 10. 

" Michaiah the son of Oemariah,** v. 11. — His father was 
at the time engaged at a meeting of the princes, y. 12, but 
having allowed Jeremiah the use of his room, seems to 
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have directed his son to report the nature of Jeretniali's 
worda, and the effect produced on the people. — Sp. Com. 

"Into the acriMs chamber" y. 12. — The secretary of state's 
apartment in the pakce, in the forecourt, v. 20 ; perhaps 
the chancery. — Sp. Com. 

**AU the princes eat there^ y. 12. — ^A council of state 
was being held. 

^*Elnathan^* y, 12. — He had been sent to fetch Urijah 
out of Egypt, ch. xxvi. 22, 23. 

'' Zedehiahj" v. 12. — ^Hananiah his father was the false 
prophet referred to— ch. xxviii. 10-17 — who died, as Jere- 
miaii predicted, about nine years after this time (b.c. 596), 
and two months after the prediction of his death. 

*^ Sit down now," v. 15. — Either because of Baruch's 
rank (see v. 4, note)y or because the princes were favour- 
ably disposed to Baruch and to Jeremiah, ch. zxvL 16. 

" We wiU surely tdl^ v. 16. — Jeremiah's words were of 
great political importance, and ought to be laid before the 
king. There is no thareaJt here to Baruch or Jeremiah. 
See V. 19. 

*' With ink in the book,** v. 18. — He only meant to say 
that he was merely an amanuensis. He only wrote, con- 
veying, probably, to the princes that Jeremiah's words 
had afi been inspired ; !l^eb. z. 15. 

^ OOf hide thee," v. 19. — The princes had before them 
the death of Urijah, and wished to save Jeremiah &om 
the king's violence. 

" Laid up the roU^ v. 20. — Left it in some one's care. 

^ Which stood betide the king^* v. %\^r-ahooe. The 
king sat; the courtiers stood, and were therefore above 
the king. 

" The winterhouse^ v. 22. — ^The king evidently took no 
part in the services of the sanctuaiy on this day of humilia- 
tion, V. 9. The ^^ winterhouse** seems to have been a 
separate portion of the palace from that used in summer ; 
Amos iii 15. 

" A fire on the hearth,** v. 22. — Lit., the fire-pan was burn- 
ing before them. There was no hearth ; a fire-pan, or 
brazier, with burning charcoal was placed in the middle of 
the room. See also v. 23. 

** Three or four leaves,** v. 23. — Lit, folding doors ; the 
columns on the roll being in shape like folding doorsi 
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^^ Penknife," ▼. 23. — ^This waa a writer's knife, with 
which the reed used as a pen was mended. 

'' Tet they were not afraid^** t. 24. — So Ahab rejected 
the words of Micaiah, 1 Ks. xzii. 8. (Contrast Josiah's 
fear at the reading of the Law, 2 Ks. xzii 11-19.) 

*^ The eon of Hammdech" y. 26. — Hammelech means the 
king. Some think that Jerahmeel was one of the king's 
sons, but it is most probably a proper name. Jehoiakim 
had no son grown up in the fifth year of his reign, 
Jehoiachin bemg then only eleven years old. 

" The Lord hid them,'^ y. 26.— Psa. xxxL 20 ; Isai 
xxvL 20. 

** JNone to sit upon the throne of David," v. 30. — ^His son 
Jehoiachin reigned only three months. Zedekiah was his 
brother, not ms son ; the words were therefore literally 
fulfilled. 2 Els. xziv. 8 ; and Jer. xxii. 30. 

" Mis dead hody^ v. 30. — He was slain in a sally made 
by the besiegers m the third year of the siege (see p. 17), 
and his body cast outside the city— ch. xzii 18, 19. 

*' And upon the inhabitants" v. 31. —All shared in the 
sin, and all must share in the punishment of sin — ch. zix. 
15-; XXXV. 17. 

** Many like words," v. 32. — ^The Lord's words cannot be 
got rid of ; 1 Pet L 23-25. See Exod. xxxii. 15, 16 ; 
XXXL 18 ; and xxxiv. 1-23. 



«M .AA-i i CHAPTER LIL 1-3. I rii^ ^ v^om.y, 

B.a 599.] I ^^ XXXVU. 1, 2. { t^"* ""^ ZedeWalL 

(See " Order of Events," p. 17.) 

Aocession of Zedekiah — his character, and 
Bebellion against the King of Babylon. 

(r. 1) *^ Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he 
began to reien, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 
And his mower's name was HamutaJ, the daughter of Jere- 
miah of Libnah. (v. 2) And he did that which was evil 
in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim 
had done. (v. 3) For through the anger of the Lord it 
came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had cast 
them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against 
the king of Babylon." 
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** Zedekiahf** v. 1. — He was UDcle to Jehoiachin (who 
was taken to Babylon after a brief reign of three months), 
and brother to Jenoiakim — Josiah having been succeeded 
by two sons, then a grandson, and then a third son. 

This chapter was written by a later reviser (the words 
of Jeremian having been ended at ch. IL 64) as a historical 
appendix to the Prophecies, — Sp. Com, Jeremiah's own 
account has been given in ch. xxxvii. 

" That Zedekiah rehdled" v. 3.— The sins of His people 
had determined the Lord to cast them off, ch. xix. ; and 
the rebellion of Zedekiah was permitted, that the king of 
Babylon might chastise them as the Lord's rod. See 
" Order of Events/' B.a 591, p. 18. 

B.0. 697.] CHAPTER XXIV. [2nd of Zedekiah. 

Under the type of two baskets of figs, the 
restoration of the captive Jews and the 
destmotion of those who disobeyed, is fore- 
shewn. 

The two bactkets of flg8.~(v. 1) " The Lord shewed me, 
and, behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of 
the Lord, after that li^ebtichadrezzar king of Babylon had 
carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters 
and smiths from Jerusalem, and had bi*ought them to 
Babylon, (v. 2) One basket had vert/ good figs, even like 
the figs that are first ripe ; and the otner basket had veri/ 
naugMy figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad. 
(v. 3) Theu said the Lord unto me, What seest thou Jere- 
miah ? And I said. Figs ; the good figs very good ; and the 
evil very evil, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil." 

The good figs.— (v. 4) "Again the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying, (v. 6) Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
Israel, Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge them 
that are carried away captive of Judah, whom I have sent 
out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their 
good. Tv. 6) For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, 
and I will bring them again to this lana : and I will build 
them, and not pull them down ; and I will plant them, and 
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not plnck them up. (v. 7) And I wiU ^ve them an heart 
to know me, that I am the Lord ; and they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God : for they shall return 
unto me with their whole heart.'' 

The bad figs. — (▼. 8) "And as the evil figs, which cannot 
be eaten, they are so evil ; surely thus saith the Lord, So 
will I give Zedekiah the king of Jndah, and his princes, 
and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, 
and them that dwell in the land of Egypt ; (v. 9) And I 
will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of 
the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb, 
a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive 
them. (v. 10) And I will send the sword, the famine, and 
the pestilence among them, till thev be consumed from off 
the land that I gave unto tbem and to their fathers." 



" Two baskets of Jigs set before the Temple," v. 1.— Offered 
aa first-fruits at the Temple, Deut. xxvi 2-4. 

" After that N^mchadrezzar" v. 1. — After the death of 
Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin reigned for three months before the 
city was tsiken by the king of Babylon. When the Chal- 
deans entered, the new king was immediately deposed, 
and his uncle, Zedekiah, made king instead (see " Order of 
Invents," p. 17). Jehoiachin was taken to Babylon with 
his mother {'^the qiteen" of ch. xxix. 2), lus wives, his 
officers, *'and the mighty of the land," 2 Ks. xxiv. 10-16; 
2 Ohron. xxxvi 9, 10 ; and Jer. xxii. 24. At the same 
time Ezekiel the prophet was carried away. 

" The carpenters and smiths," Y. 1. — Craftsm^en, — Sp, Com. 
Of these one thousand were carried away, with the two- 
fold object of securing their services for the king's works 
in Babylon, and of depriving Jerusalem of them in the 
event of another siege. 

" Very food ftgs" v. 2. — ^The Boccora, or early ripe figs, 
Isa. xxviii. 4 These were made to represent the Jews 
who had been carried away with Jehoiacmn, v. 4-7. 

" Very naughty figs" v. 2.— These may have been from 
the sycamore, which, unless punctured in time, contains an 
acrid juice. — Dr, Tristram, from Sp, Com, The bad figs 
represented the people left in the land after the late 
deportation. See v. 1, 8-10, and liL 31. This prediction 
was delivered for the purpose of encouraging the exiles who 

X 
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were seDt away *^f<yr their good*' (v, 5), and to reprove 
those who remained ^ith Zedekiah, who prided them- 
selves on their superiority to the others, and abused the 
forbearance of Goa" {See for verses 3-8, Part II.) 

B.C. 697.] CHAPTER XXIX. [2nd of ZedeMalL 

Letter of Jeremiah to the Captives in Babylon, 
to counteract the assurances given tbem by 
the false prophets, of a speedy Bestoration. 

Jeremiah's Letter to the Captives. — (v. 1) *' Now these are 
the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from 
Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders whicn were carried 
away captives, and to the priests, and to the prophets, and 
to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away 
captive from Jerusalem to Babylon ; (v. 2) (After that 
Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the eunuchs, the 
princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and 
smiths, were departed from Jerusalem.)" 

Sent by the King's Ambassador.— (v. 3) " By the hand of 
Elasah the son of tShaphan, and Geniariah the son of Hil- 
kiah, {whom Zedehiah Icing of Judah sent unto Babylon to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) saying*' — 

Prediction for the EzUes.— (v. 4) ** Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away 
captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from 
Jerusalem unto Babylon ; (v. 5) Build ye houses, and 
dwell in them ; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of 
them ; (v. 6) Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters ; 
and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to 
husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters ; that 
ye may be increased there, and not diminished, (v. .7) 
And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you 
to be carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it : 
for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace, (v. 8) For 
thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God oi Israel ; Let not 
your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of 
you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which 
ye cause to be dreamed, (v. 9) For they prophesy falsely 
unto you in my name : I have not sent them, saith the 
Lord. (V. 10) For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy 
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years be accomplished at* Babylon I will visit you, and 
perform my gooa word toward you, in causing you to return 
to this plaos. (v. 1 1) For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of 
evil, to give you an expected end. (v. 12) Then shall ye 
call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will 
hearken unto you. (v. 13) And ye shall seek me, and find 
roe, when ye shall search for me with all your heart, 
(v. 14) And I will be found of you, saith the Lord : and I 
will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from 
all the nations, and from ail the places whither I have 
driven you, saith the Lord ; and I will bring you again 
into the place whence I caused you to be carried away 
captive, (v. 15) Because ye have said, the Lord hath 
raised us up prophets in Babylon ; (v. 16) Know that thus 
saith the Lord of the king that sitteth upon the throne of 
David, and of all the people that dwelleth in this city, and 
of your brethren that are not gone forth with you into 
captivity ; (v. 17) Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Behold, 
I will send upon them the sword, the famine, and the 
pestilence, and will make them like vile figs, that cannot 
be eaten, they are so evil (v. 18) And I will persecute 
them with the sword, with the famine, and with the pesti- 
lence, and will deliver them to be removed to all the 
kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, and an astonishment, 
and an hissing, and a reproach, among all the nations 
whither J have driven them : (v. 19) Because they have 
not hearkened to my words, saith the Lord, which I sent 
unto them by my servants the prophets, rising up early 
and sending them ; but ye woida not hear, saith the Lord. 
He denounces the two False Fxophets. — (v. 20) " Hear ye 
therefore the word of the Lord, all ye of the captivity, 
whom I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon : (v. 21) 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahal> 
the son of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, 
which prophesy a lie unto you in my name ; Behold,.! 
will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon ; and he shall Slay them before your eyes ; 
(v. 22) And of them shall be taken up a curse by all the' 
captivity of Judah which are in Babylon, saying. The 
Lord make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the 
king of Babylon roasted in the fire ; (v. 23) Because they 
have . committed villany in Israel, and have committed- 
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adultery with their neighbours' wires, and have spoken 
lying words in my name, which I have not commanded 
them ; even I know, and am a* witness, saith the Lord." 

He denounoes also BUemalah.— -(v. 24) <' Thus shalt thou 
also speak to Shemaiah the Nehelamite, saying, (v. 25) Thus 
•peaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, 
&M3ause thou hast sent letters in thy name unto all the 
people that are at Jerusalem, and to Zephanvah the son of 
Maaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying, (v. 26) 
The Lord hath made thee priest in the stead of Jehoiada 
the priest, that ye should be officers in the house of the 
Lora, for every man that is mad, and maketh himself a 
prophet, that thou shouldest put him in prison, and in 
the stocks, (v. 27) Now thereiore why hast thou not re- 
proved Jeremiah of Anathoth, which maketh himself a 
prophet to you ? (v. 28) For therefore he sent unto us in 
Babylon, saying, This captivity is long : build ye houses, 
and dwell in them ; and plaot gardens, and eat the fruit 
of them. (v. 29) And Zephaniah the priest read this letter 
in the ears of Jeremiah the prophet, (v. 30) Then came 
the %Dordofthe Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, (v. 31) Send 
to all them of the captivity, saying, Thus saith the Lord 
concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite ; Because that She- 
maiah hath prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and 
he caused you to trust in a lie : (v. 32) Therefore thus 
saith the Lord ; Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Ne- 
helamite, and his seed : he shall not have a man to dwell 
amonff this people ; neither skaU he behold the good that I 
will do for my people, saith the Lord; because he hath 
taught rebellion against the Lord." 

*^ Unto the residtie of the dders" v. 1.— Jeremlab's letter 
to the exiles was addressed to those of the elders who yet 
remained alive ; many had died from the severity of the 
treatment they had received on the journey or in Babylon. 

*^The queen,** v. 2. — The queen mother, Nehushta, daughter 
of Elnathan, 2 Ks. xxiv. 8-15. Perhaps the Elnatham of 
Jer. xxvL 22 ; also xiii. 18. 

** Elasah the son of Shaphan,** v. 3. — ^He was therefore 
brother of Ahikam, ch. xxvi. 24. 

" Whom Zedekiah sent,** v. 3. — ^This was an embassy 
from the king to Nebuchadnezzar. In the following year, 
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595, he goes there in person to do homage. The king's 
ambassadors took charge of Jeremiah's letter to the exiles. 

** Saying^ v. 3,— The general purport of the letter was 
to counteract the influence of false prophets in Babylon, 
and to assure the Jews that they were not to return to 
Jerusalem until the wventv years were accomplished, t. 10 ; 
and that they might build, and marry, and seek the peace 
of the city where they were residing, for they should Uve 
there for many years, v. 5-7, and 15-19. These verses, 
however, from 4-19 belong to the predictions, and will be 
found in Part II. 

" Ye wotdd not hear," t. 19.— The " Te" refers to the 
people of Jerusalem, who were afterwards carried away 
(v. 17, 18) by Nebuzaradan. 

<' Oj^ A hah the son of Kolaiahf" y. 21. — Kddldh means a 
curse in Hebrew, and Kdldh means to roast, t. 22 ; there 
is evidently a play on words here, and hence perhaps the 
proverb, v. 22. This incidental mention of this metnod of 
punishment shews that the treatment of the '* three child- 
ren" (in Dan. iii.) was not unusual at Babylon. — &p. Corn. 
(Jeremiah's 1st letter efnds at v, 23.) 

'* To Sheimaiah,** v. 24.— This is a second letter from 
Jeremiah, written in answer to one from Shemaiah from 
Babylon. The false prophets in Babylon were so irritated 
at tieremiah's interference (v. 1-23), that their leader 
Shemaiah wrote to Zephaniah, who was now 2nd priest, 
deputy, or Poind at Jerusalem, (Pashur, ch. xx. 1, having 
been carried away with Jeconiah) urging him to punish 
Jeremiah, v. 26. Hence this second letter in reference to 
Shemaiah. — jSjp. Corn, (See also v. 26 and note), 

" The Nehdamite!* v. 24.— This may be either as in mar- 
gin, " tke dreamer^' referring to Shemaiah's false prophecies 
— dreams, v. 8 and 9 ; or it may be a village named ]n ehlam. 
— Sp, Com, But there is noplace of this name mentioned in 
Scripture. 

•* Letters," v. 25. — He appears to have sent two letters to 
Jerusalem ; one to the people, one to Zephaniah and the 
priests. 

"/w thy narne,** v. 25. — Not in the Lord's name, but in 
his own. 

*' And to Zephaniah^* v. 25. — He was son of Maaseiah, 
and brother of Zedekiah, one of the false prophets in 
Babylon, who was roasted in the fire with Ahiib, v. 22. 
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He was later on jsent by Uie king to Jeremiah as one of 
a deputation, see ch. xzi. 1. Shemaiah seems to have 
addressed his letter to Zephaniah, hoping that as Jeremiah 
had predicted his brother ZedekiaVs death — v. 22— he 
would be willing to use his influence against the prophet 

^^ Instead of J ehoiada^** v. 26. — Jehoiada succeeded Fashui 
(ch. xx) as second priest, and after him Zephaniah. 

" Every man that is wiac?," v. 26. — They termed him mad 
because inspired) ch. xx. 9 ; 2 Ks. ix. 11. Also in the 
Gospels, Jonn x. 20. 

"/n prison and in the stocks^' v. 26. — Bather, in the 
stocks and in the dungeon, ch. xx. 2, and note. In Deut. 
xviL 8, 9, the priests had the power to apprehend, but not 
to put in the stocks. In the troubled times preceding the 
captivity they seem to have assumed and exercised it. 

*' Jeremiah of Anathoth,' v. 27. — In contempt, as Jesus 
of Nazareth. 

"He sent unto us in Bahylon,^^ v. 28. — Referring, of 
course, to Jeremiah's first letter, v. 1-23. Some months 
evidently must have elapsed between v. 23 and 24, suf- 
ficient to allow of the first letter reachiug Babylon, and 
Shemaiah's reply reaching Jerusalem. 

"7%?« captivity is Imig" v. 28. — Compare with this 
Jeremiah's own words, v. 5-7. 

^Zephaniah read this letter^* v. 29. — Notwithstanding 
the prediction against his brother (v. 22) Zephaniah seems 
to have been well disposed to Jeremiah. 

" Then came the word of the Lord'^ v. 30.— The thread is 
taken up here from v. 25, — *' Because thou hast sent 
letters . . saying," &c. — " then came," &c. 

^^ Neither shall he behold the ^ood" v. 32. — The restora- 
tion, under Cyrus, b.c. 536. His seed being cut off (v. 32), 
none of his descendants were to see their land again. 



B.C. 696.] CHAPTER XXYII. [4th of ZedeUab, 

Ambassadors from the nations around gather 
at Jerusalem — v. 8, 4— soliciting alliance 
against Babylon. The prophet makes 



NOTES ON JEREMIAH. n 

''yokes and bonds/' and sends them to the 
kings who sent the ambassadors— symbols 
of their ooming subjugation. 

The oomnuuid to make yokes and bondi. — (v. 1) *' In the 
begioniDg of the reign ofJehoiakim, the son of Josiah king 
of Judah came this word unto Jeremiah from the Lord, 
saying, (v. 2) Thus saith the Lord to me; Make thee 
hovds and yokes, and put them upon thy neck, (▼. 3} And 
send them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, 
and to the kinc of the Ammonites, and to the king of 
Tyrus, and to Uie king of Zidon, hy the hand of the mes- 
sengers which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah kine of 
Judah ; (v. 4) And command them to say unto their 
masters, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
ThiAS shaJll ye say unto your masters." 

Tbe Lord's message to tbe Rmbassadors' masters. — (▼. 5) " / 
have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon 
the ground, by my great power, and by my outstretcned 
arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto 
me. (v. 6) And now have J aiven all these lands into the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon, my servant ; 
and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve 
him. (v. 7) And all nations shall serve him, and his son, 
and his son's son, until the verv time of his land come : and 
then many nations and ereat Kings snail serve themselves of 
htm, (v. 8) And it shall come to pass, that the nation and 
kingdom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar 
the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I 
punish, saith the Lord, with the sword, and with the 
famine, and with the pestilence, until I have consumed 
them by his hand. (v. 9) Therefore hearken not ye to 
your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, 
nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak 
unto you, saying, Te shall not serve the king of Babylon : 
(v. 10) For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you 
far from their land ; and that I should drive you out, and 
ye should perish, (v. 11} But the nations that bring their 
neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve 
him, those will I let remain still in their own land, saith 
the Lord ; and they shall tiU it, and dwell therein.'' 
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mi wordi of warning to tbe King.— (ir. 12) <' I spake also 
to Zedekiah king of Jiidah according to all these words, 
sayinff, Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of 
Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live. (▼. 13) 
Wht/ wUl ye diey thou and thy people, by the sword, by 
the famine, and by the pestilence, as the Lord hath spoken 
against the nation that will not serve the king of Babylon? 
(v. 14) Therefore hearken not unto the words of the 
prophets that speak unto you, sayins. Ye shall not serve 
the king of Baoylon : for th^ projpiesy a lie unto you. 
(v. 15) For I have not sent them, saith the Lord, yet they 
prophesy a lie in my name ; that I might drive you out, 
and that ye might perish, ye, and Uie prophets that 
prophesy unto you." 

His words to tbe Priests and Feopla— (v. 16) "Also I 
spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord ; Hearken not to the words of your 
prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, the 
vessels of the Lordls koiue shall now shortly be brought 
again from Babylon ; for .they prophesy a lie unto you. 
(v. 17) Hearken not unto them ; serve the king of Baby- 
lon, and live : wherefore should this city be laid waste ? 
(v. 18) But if they be prophets, and if the word of the 
Lord be with them, let them now make intercession to the 
Lord of hosts, that the vessels which are left in the house of 
the Lord, and in the house of the king of Judah, and at 
Jerusalem, go not to Babylon, (v. 19) For thus saith the 
Lord of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning the 
sea, and concerning the bases, and concerning the residue 
of the vessels that remain in this city, (v. 20) Which 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he canied 
away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah 
from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah 
and Jerusalem ; (v. 21) Yea, thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of IsraeX concerning the vessels that remain in 
the house of the Lord, and in the house of the king of 
Judah and of Jerusalem ; (v. 22) They shall be carried to 
Babylon, and there shall they be untu the day that I visit 
them, saith the Lord ; then will I bring them up, and 
restore them to this place." 

" Of the re^gn of JehoiaJcim,'* v. I. — If this reading be 
correct^ then this prophecy must have been written fifteen 
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years before it was published in the reign of Zedekiah, 
for it refers to him (y. 3) ; but it seems almost certain that 
Jehmakim has been inserted in the text instead of Zede- 
kiah, the true reading; for (1) the iSyriac and Arabia 
verBioDs have Zedekiah here, not Jehoiakim ; and (2) in 
the next chapter we have the same year termed the fourth 
year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah, ch. xxviii. 1. 
*^S<m of Josiah** is as true of the latter as of Jehoiakim, 
for they were both sons of Josiah. 

'^Make thee bonds and yokes^** ▼. 2.—" Tohes^ are the 
pieces of curved wood put, the one over, the other under 
the necks of oxen. Hie ** bonds*' are the cords by which 
they were fastened together. Jeremiah is commanded to 
make two sets, one for the ambassadors, the other for 
himself, ▼. 3. 

**Send them to the king of EdomI* ▼. 3. — A symbolic 
intimation that all these kings would soon be under bond- 
age to the king of Babylon, and that all nations must 
serve him (v. 7) until the time of his land come (v. 7) — 
B.O. 636. 

" By the hand of the messengers" v. 3.— In this year, the 
41h of Zedekiah, ambassadors had arrived at Jerusalem 
from the kings named here (v. 3), urging the king of Judah 
to head an alliance with them and Egypt against the king 
of Babylon, in direct opposition to the Lord's commands 
through Jeremiah. These ambassadors were at this time 
in Jerusalem ; and although Zedekiah had sent an embassy 
to Babylon just recently — ch. xxix. 3 — yet he seemed 
not unwilling to receive the overtures from these kings, 
although, perhaps, through Jeremiah's prophecies, he 
rejected them for the moment See ^^ Order of Events,** 
p. 18, and Line Chart in Appendix, 

" Thus shall ye say/* v. 4— Here the explanation of the 
symbol v. 2 is civen. 

^^ I have made the earth/* v. 5. — He who created has the 
power to dispose of what He has created. See IsaL xlv. 
11-13 ; Dan. iv. 17, 26, 32 ; ii. 21. 

"7 have given all these lands/* v. 6. — He permitted 
Nebuchadnezzar to conquer the lands, because of the sins 
of their people. This king of Babylon became, therefore, 
in this sense Oods servant—^, xxv. 9. 

" Hit^ son and his son*s son/* v. 7. — Nebuchadnezzar was 
succeeded by four kings, but two were not his direct 
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descendants. Evilmerodach was his son, and the last iing, 
Labi/nittUi his grandson. The words of Jeremiah were 
therefore literally true. See *' Sketch of ChaJdear^ Empire^ 
pp. 7-9. 

" Until the very time of his land come^" v. 7. — The fall of 
Babylon was foretold by Isaiah, ch. xiii. xiv.; and by 
Jeremiah, xxir. 12, and 1., IL In the year 539 (or 6), 
Cyras the Qreat took and destroyed it ; until then, none 
could overthrow it. This is the lesson Jeremiah desires to 
impress on all. 

^^ Shall serve themselves of him,' v. 7. — Make him their 
servant, xxv. 14. For two hundred years the Chaldeans 
were made to serve the Medes and Persians to b.g. 336 ; 
afterwards the Seleucida; ruined the remains of Babylon 
for their new capital Seleucia. 

" Aor to your enchanters," v. 9. — Lit, lookers at the stars; 
perhaps interpreters of dreams also. It may also meaa 
observers of times (forbidden. Lev. xix. 26). Others derive 
it from a word signifying a c^oz^— observers of clouds. 

" That bring their neck" v. 11. — That submit to him 
without opposition. He would treat leniently all who 
accepted his rule, but those who resisted were always 
mercilessly dealt with. 

« Why will ye die r v. 13.— They might avoid death by 
submitting to the Chaldeans. See v. 11, and note. 

" They prophesy a lie/* v. 14. — In v. 16 this lie is indi- 
cated. Tne false prophets tried to stir up the king and 
people against the Chaldeans by promising (prophesying) 
that all the vessels and the people carried oiF under Je- 
huiakim and Jehoiachin would shortly be ** brought again'* 
from Babylon. Jeremiah refutes their false prophecy by 
showing that not only shall those vessels not be brought 
back shortly, but the very vessels which were then left by 
the Chaldeans in the Temple should be taken away, v. 18. 
He says if they can prevent these from bein^ carried 
away, their prediction as to the restoration of the others 
may be believed. 

" 2^he vessels of the Lord^s house" v. 16. — These vessels 
had been carried away in the reign of Jehoiakim — 
2 Chron. xxxvL 5-7, 10 — and Jehoiachin —2 Ks. xxiv. 13. 

" The vessels which are left," v. 18. — These were after- 
wards taken away by Nebuzaradau. 2 Ks. xxv. 13-17 ; 
^ Chron. xxxvi. 18. 
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^ UntU the day that I visit them,*^ v. 22.— The resaels of 
the Temple were restored by CyroB, through Sheshbazzar 
(Ezra L 7) ; and others at a later oeriod by Artaxerxes 
(Ezra vii. 19), through Ezra, in 457. 



B.C. 690.] CHAPTER XXVIII. [4tli Of Zed^klali. 

Hananiah the false prophet, 1-4. Jeremiah's 
reply to him, 5-9. Hananiah's predietion, 
10-11. Tbe Lord's word to Jeremiah, 12-14. 
To Hananiah, 15-17. 

Hananlali'B false prophe<7.--(v. 1) '' And it came to pass 
the same year, iu the beginning of the reign of ZedeJciah 
king of Judah, in the fourth yeoar^ and in the fifth month, 
XhsX Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, which was oJF 
Oibeony spake unto me in the house of the Lord, in the 
presence of the priests, and of all the people, saying, (v. 2) 
Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, 
/ have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. (7. 3) 
Within two ftdl years will I bring again into this place all 
the vessels of the Lord's house that Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon took away from this place, and carried them to 
Babylon : (▼. 4) And I will bring a^ain to this place 
Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the 
captives of Judah, that went into Babylon, saith the Lord: 
for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon." 

Jeremlab's reply. — (v. 5) ''Then the prophet Jeremiah said 
unto the prophet Hananiah, in the presence of the priests, 
and in the presence of all the people that stood in the 
house of the Lord, (v. 6) Even the prophet Jeremiah said, 
Amen: the Lord do so: the Lord perform thy words which 
thou hast prophesied, to bring a^ain the vessels of the 
Lord's house, and all that is carried away captive, from 
Babylon into this place, (v. 7) Nevertheless, hear thou 
now this word that I speak in thine ears, and in the ears 
of all the people; (v. 8) 7'he prophets that have been before 
me and before thee of old, propuesied b(?th against many 
countries, and against great kingdoms, of war, and of eviJ, 
and of pestilence. (▼. 9) The prophet which prophesieth of 



70 N0TB8 ON JSRSMIA E. 

peace, ^hen the word of the prophet ehaU eotM to pant, then 
•hall the pfopbet he known, tlut the Loid hath trolj sent 
him.* 

Waaanlili teeafti tlie yelDB.~(r. 10) ''Then Hananiah the 
prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah's neck, 
and brake it (v. 11) And ELananiah spake in the presence 
of all the people^ saying, Thus saith the Lord, Even so will 
I break the yoke of Nebnchadnezzar king of Babylon from 
the neck of all nations within the space of two full years. 
And the prophet Jeremiah went his way,'* 

Yokes of iron sball oome in8tead.~(ir. 12) "Then the word 
of the Lord came nnto Jeremiah the prophet, (after that 
Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke ht>m off the 
neck of the prophet JeremiaJi,) saying, (y, 13) €k) and tell 
Hananiah, saying, Thns saith the Lord, Thou has broken 
the yokes of wo<3 ; but thou shalt make for them yokes oj 
iron, {y, 14) For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these 
nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon; and they shall serve him: and I have given him 
the beasts of the field also." 

His prediction to Hanantati.— (v. 15) ''Then said the 
prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet. Hear now, 
Hananiah ; the Lord hath not sent thee ; but thou mak- 
est this people to trust in a lie. (v. 16) Therefore thus saith 
the Lord, Behold I will cast thee from off the face of the 
earth ; this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught 
rebellion against the Lord. (v. 17) So Hananiah the 
prophet died the same year, in the seventh month." 



** Of the reiqn of Zedekiah" v. 1. — ^This was the '^same 
pear*^ as that referred to in xzvii. 1.' Hence in that verse 
" Jehoiakim " was inserted by copyists in error for Zede- 
kiah. See note^ xxvii. 1. 

" In the fourth year^* y. l.—The Jews divided their 
reiqns frequently into two halves, the first of which would 
be termed the beginning, the second the end of the roign. 
Thus, as Zedekiah reigned 11 years, the first five would 
be termed " the beginning,** 

" Hananiah . . . of Oibeon," y. 1. — ^Gibeon was one of 
the cities of the priests (Josh. xxi. 17), Hananiah was 
thei-efore of the priestly order. Ananias (or Hananiah), 
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who was one of the three cast into the furnace by Neba* 
chadnezzar (Dan. iii.), was of the same name. 

" / have broken/* v. 2. — The prophetic perfect is used in 
order to convey the idea of ceriaintif of fulfilment— ch, 
xxvii 2, 3, 12 ; Isai liiL 5, 10, 12. 

" Within two full years/* v. 3. — Not years of days, but 
years » days. Not having been inspired, Hananiah, like 
the Delphic Oracle, may have endeavoured to sustain his 
prediction by indefinite language. The presence of the 
ambassadors in Jerusalem at thu time (see ch. xxvii. 3), 
and the strong hope entertained by the Egyptian parly 
that they might succeed in inducing Zedekiah to join in 
the alliance against Chaldea, and so shortly break its 
power, very probably led to this false prediction. 

*^Jeconiah/* ▼. 4. — It seems strange that Hananiah 
should have spoken of Jeconiah, as his uncle Zedekiah 
was now on the throne— especially as Jeconiah was a 
captive in Babylon ; but (1) Jeconiah had been a favourite 
with the people ^ch. xxii. 24), and Hananiah was anxious 
to have them on his side against Jeremiah ; (2) Zedekiah 
was, on the contrary, very unpopular ; and (3) it is sup- 
posed that Zedekiah was not now in Jerusalem, having 
started on his journey to Babylon ; see ch. li. 69. — Sp, Com, 

**2'he pro^fiiet Jeremiah/* v. 5. — It is thought that 
Jeremiah prefixes the word prophet to his own name 
throughout this chapter, because of Hananiah's claim, 
V. 1. True and false prophecy are thus presented in strong 
contrast — Br, and J^. 

*^ Amen: the Lord do so/* v. 6.— He prays for them, 
although constrained to prophesv ttgainst them. The 
Spirit within him (1 Pet i. 11) spake all through in 
opposition not only to the wishes of the king, but to his 
own also as a Jew, 

" Ths prophets . . before me/* v. 8.— Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
and others, prophesied '' of evil/* that is, of war and its 
attendant <»lamitieB ; also of the desolation of the land. 

** When the word of the Lord shaU come to pass/* v. 9. — 
Two rules were given by which the people might distin- 
guish between true and false prophets— one in Deut. xviii. 
22. referred to here, the other in Deut. xiii. 2, 3 — where 
we learn that true predictions can never be at variance 
with the word of God. A prophecy, then, is false^ if. 
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according to the first, the event come not to pass ; and if, 
according to the second, it is at all at variance with the 
word of G od. Now all the prophets referred to above — who 
\* of old prophesied"— ioretold ^^eviU^ unless the people 
repented, and prosperity only on real amendment of life. 
Hauaniah foretold prosperity unconditionally, therefore 
be is a false prophet : it cannot come to pass. 

" Took the yoke" v. 10.— Jeremiah had made two ^^yokea^ 
(ch. zzvii 2), but he had sent one set to the *' messengers " 
— ambassadors of the kings now in Jerusalem ; and had 
worn the other as a symbol of Judah's subjection, on his 
own neck, ch. xl. 1. 

^* Jeremiah went his way," v. 11. — Contrast his meek 
reply (v. 6-9) and demeanour under personal insult, with 
his language and actions when inspiration came on bim, 
V. 12-17. 

« The word of the lord camej** v. 12.—" The Spirit of 
Christ ** gives the reply, not the prophet ; 2 Pet. i. 21 ; 
1 Pet i. 11 ; Heb. L 1, x. 15. 

" Thou hast broken,* v. 13.-^TheTe is force in almost 
every word here : — (1) " Thou hast broken the yokes of 
wood ; " ** Thou shalt make for them yokes of iroo,"— the 
words ^^thou shalt m^e** evidently implying that Hana- 
niah, by his false prophecies, was himself a cause of the 
servitude symbolised by the iron yokes. (2) " Thou hast 
broken;" but "I liave put a yoke of iron" upon them. 
Thus the yokes of iron are contrasted with the wood, and 
the strength of Jehovah with the weak and false prophet ; 
and the people were taught that while the yoke of the 
king of Babylon must be borne by Judah and the nations 
alike (ch. xxvii. 3), yet it might be light, as yokes of wood, 
or heavy and severe, as yok^s of iron — according as they 
Bubmitted at once, or resisted. (Compare Matt. xi. 30 ; 
^ctsxv. 10.) 

" 7^his year thou shalt die" v. 16. — Hananiah gave two 
years for the fulfilment of his false prophecy of restoration ; 
Jeremiah, now under inspiration, gives him not one year 
for his own life. The events of this chapter took place in 
the fifth month (ch. xxvii. 1), and just two months after- 
wards Hananiah died. Jeremiah's prophecy ** came to pass" 
before their eyes (Deut xviii. 22), and all should now have 
believed on him. See v. 17. 
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B.C. 696.1 CHAPTER LL [4th of ZedekUh. 

Prophecies to be sent to Babylon by Seraiah^ 
59, 60. To be sunk in the Euphrates when 
read, 61-64. 

Jeremiah's Instmctloxui to Beraiah. — (v. 69) '' The word 
which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the 8on 
of Neriahi the son of Maaseiah, when he went with ZedeJciah 
the king of Judah into Babylon, in the fourth year of his 
reign. And this Seraiah Vfos a quiet prince, (v. 60) So 
Jeremiah lorote in a hook all the evil that should come 
upon Babylon, even all these words that are written against 
Babylon*' 

Destruction of Babylon foretold. — (v. 61) ''And Jeremiah 
said to Seraiah, When thou comest to Babylon, and shaH 
see, and shcUt read all these words, (v. 62) Then shalt thou 
say, O Lord, thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it 
oii^ that none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, 
but that it shall be desolate for ever. (v. 63) And it shall 
be, when thou hast made an end of reading this book, that 
thou shalt bind a stone to it, and cast it into the midst of 
Euphrates: (v. 64) And thou shalt say, Thits shall Babylon 
sin%, and shall not rise from the evil that I will bring upon 
her ; and they shall be weary. Thus far are the words of 
Jeremiahr 



" Seraiah the son of Neriah" v. 59. — He was therefore 
brother to Barnch, Jeremiah's friend and secretary — ch. 
zxxii. 12. 

" When he went with Zedekiah^ v. 59. — Some translate, 
on behalf of Zedekiah ; but, according to the " Speaker's 
Commentary,'* ^^with" is correct. Nebuchadnezzar may 
have heard of the projected alliance referred to in ch. 
xzvii., and summoned the weak king of Judah to do 
homage for his kingdom; 

** This Seraiah was a quiet prince,'* v. 59. — See margin — 
prince or chief of the resting-places — quartermaster. His 
duty was to go on before the caravan and find out the 
best places for the caravan to halt in for rest. See Isai. 
ixxii. 18, where the same word i» rendered by "resting" 
places" — Sp, Com. 
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" Wrote in a book," v. 60. — This means in oda hook — 
that if, oDe parchment or skin — for the poipoae of sink- 
ing it more oonyenientlj in the river, ▼. 64. 

" All these toords . . tmtten against Babylon^ v. 60. — 
All contained in chapters L and li, which he had just 
before written. See " Order of Events^* p. la 

" And shalt see, and shalt readj* v. 61. — ^The Hebrew 
Idiom means — When thou comest to Babylon, then see that 
thou read,Sp, Com, He was to read not in public^ for 
the Chaldeans did not understand Hebrew, but in priyate. 
See Y. 62. 

" Lord^ thou hast spoken^ v. 62,— not Jeremiah, but 
Tnou ; see xxviii. 12, and note. This prayer or address 
to the Lord was offered first, then the roll — ch. 1. and li. — 
was read by the banks of the Euphrates, where he must 
have gone alone, and sunk in the river by the stone. 

" Desolate for ev^r," v. 62. — This prophecy has been ex- 
tant now for over two thousand four hundred years, and 
the state of Babylon, whose ruins are yet on the Euphrates, 
attests its truth, and the prophet's inspiration. 

'* Bi/nd a stone" v. 63. — Hence the stone also in Bev. 
xviii. 21, where the Spiritual Babylon is referred to as 
similarly doomed to destruction. 

" Thus shall Babylon sink," v. 64— Fulfilled b.c. 536 by 
C^rus ; see Sketch of Chaldean History, p. 9, and Isau 
xilL 20-22. Cyrus the Great entered the city by the bed 
of the river — having turned the waters into another channel 
— while the people were engaged at a festival in honour of 
their goddess Shach ; Dan. v. ; also Jer. xxv. 26, and note. 

" Thus far a/re the words of Jeremiah," v. 64. — The next 
chapter, hi., must have been written by some later reviser, 
perhnps Ezra, who compiled it mainly from the narrative 
m 2 Ei. xxiv. and xxv. — Calvin, 



B.a 690.] CHAPTER XXXIV.— 1-10. [9th of ZeddUab. 

History of the Hebrew slaves retained by the 
prinoes in violation of the Law, afterwards 
liberated through fear of the Chaldean army^ 
V. 8-10. 



NOTES ON JERBMIAB, 81 

Tne Oovenaat toncblng tbe Blayes.— (v. 8) "This is the 
word that came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, after that 
the king Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people 
which loere at Jerusalem^ to proclaim liberty unto them ; 
(▼. 9) That every man should let his manservant, and ever/ 
man his maidservant, being an Hebrew or an Bebrewess, 
go free ; that none should aerve himself of them, to wit, of 
a Jew his brother." 

Tbe Princes set their SOaves firee. — (ir. 10) *' Now when all 
the princes, and all the people which had entered into 
the covenant, heard that every one should let his man- 
servant, and every one his maidservant, go free, that none 
should serve themselves of them any more, then they 
obeyed, and let them go." 

(Note on the Hebrew Slaves.) 

(For over three ^ears no events are recorded by Jere- 
miah. The symbohc prophecy at Euphrates, ch. li. 59-64^ 
was given in the fourth of Zedekiah, b.o. 595. The events 
of the chapter now before us are three years later, b.o. 591.) 

The amoassadors from the nations, ch. zxvii., failed at 
thai time to induce the king of Judah to violate his oath 
of fidelity to Babylon ; but in the ninth year of his reign, 
590, he decided on rebellion, and sent ambassadors to 
Pharaoh Hophra, king of Egypt; 2 Chron. xxzvi. 13. 

(See also Ezek. xviL 15-17.) 

On hearing of his rebellion, Nebuchadnezzar decided on 
marching in person against him, but as the Ammonites 
were also in revolt, he settled b^ divination ('' made his 
arrows bright^* Ezek. zxi. 21) which route he would take. 
Having decided thus on attacking Judah first, he ordered 
his army to march northward, by Riblah in Syria ; (the 
road to the Ammonites was to the south, by Tadmor or 
Palmyra). 

On reaching Judah he overran at once the whole country, 
with the exception of three fenced cities, to which he pro- 
posed to lay siege ; see " Order of Events" p. 18. It was 
at this time the events of chapters xxxiv., xxxii., and xxxvii., 
took place. As the Chaldean army drew neai*er, the country 
people crowded into the citv for safety, (like the Rechabites 
in tne former siege, in Jehoiakim's reign, ch. xxxv.,) and 
as the Mosaic law would be more strictly observed in Jeru- 
salem than in the country, the priests and Levites may liave 
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taken exception to the retention of Hebrew alayes by 
some of the wealthier of the country residents. — Sp. Com, 
It isy perhaps, as probable that the proximity of the Chal- 
deans pricked the consciences of all, and hence the covenarU 
made by the king and the people to liberate the slaves, 
▼. 8, 9. This took place in January of the tenth year, 589. 
In the summer of the same year the E^ptian army came 
to their aid, under Pharaoh Hophra. The army of Nebu- 
chadnezzar at once leaves the city, in order to meet them, 
and, elated by their fancied deliverance, the Jews imme- 
diately recalled the slaves, Jeremiah, who bad been shut 
up in prison by the king for his recent prediction, chap, 
xxxiv. 1-7, is commanded by the Lord to denounce this 
act of the Jewish nobles, &a, ▼. 11-22. The Egyptian 
army declined an encounter, and returned to Egypt, and 
the Chaldeans at once, as Jeremiah foretold, re^invested 
the city ; zxxviL 6-10, and xxxii. 1-5. 

"All the people which were at Jerusodeyii^ v. 8. — The 
wealthy country residents, with their households, who had 
fled for safety to the city through fear of the Chaldeans. — 
Bp, Com, 

" To proclaim liberty^** v. 8. — A Hebrew servant might 
be retained by law (Ex. xxi. 2 ; Deut. xv. 12) for six 
years ; but on the sevenih year of his servitude should be 
set free. 

" Serve himself of the/m^ v. 9. — Make them serve him, 
ch. XXV. 14. 

" When all ike primces . . heard . . they obeyed^ y, 10. — 
The verb is the same for both words. T^o hear is to obey. — 
^. Com, They let them go free, Lev. xxv. 10, and 
Isa. Ixi. 1, 

B.a 69a] CHAPTER XXXIV.— 1-7. [9th of ZedekialiL 

Frediotion of the captivity of the people and 
the oaptnre of the city. Special predictions 
of Zedekiah himself. 

FredlcUon of tbe faU of tbe City.— (v. 1) " The word which 
came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, when Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, and all his army, and all the kingdoms 
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of the earth of his dominion, and all the people, fought 
against Jerusalem^ and against all the cities thereof, saying, 
(▼. 2) Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel ; Qo and 
speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thtju saith 
the Lord; Behold, I will give this city into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall bnrn it with fire." 

Special Prophecies of the King.— (v. 3) ''And thou shalt 
not escape out of lus hand, but shalt surely be taken, and 
delivered into his hand ; and thine eyes shall behold the 
eyes of the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee 
mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon, (v. 4) Yet 
hear the word of the Lordy O Zedekiah king of Judah : 
Thus saith the Lord of thee. Thou shalt not die by the 
sword : (v. 6) But thou shalt die in peace, and with the 
burnings of thy fathers, the former kings which wei*e be- 
fore thee, so shall they burn odours for thee ; and they 
will lament thee, saying. Ah lord ! for I have pronounced 
the word, saith the Lord." 

Tbe time of this prediction.— (v. 6) ''Then Jeremiah the 
prophet spake all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah 
in Jerusalem, (v. 7) When the king of Babylon's army 
fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of 
Judah that were left, against Lachish, and against Azekah: 
for these defenced cities remained of the cities of Judah.** 

*^ AU the kingdoms of the earth," v. 1. — Of the known 
world, as in Dan. ii. 38, and Luke ii. 1, &c 

" Fought against Jerusalem" v. 1. — Were fighting against 
it, — defining thus exactly the time when the slaves were 
first emancipated, then re-enslaved. 

" Oo and speak," v. 2. — Jeremian was not yet '* shut up " 
(ch. xxxii. 2), hence this chapter precedes the thirty-second 
in time. 

" Thus saith the Lord," v. 2. — There are here two pre- 
dictions, — one in v. 2, 3, announcing certain captivity to 
the king, in the event of his resisting the Chaldeans, 
ch. xxi. 7 ; the other, v. 4, 6, intimating, as frequently 
before, a life of peace and a death of honour, if he should 
submit at once to the rule of Babylon. 

** Thine eyes shall behold** v. 3.— For the fulfilment of this 
remarkable prediction, see ch. xxxii. 3-5, xzziz. 11, 12, 
and lii. 8-11. Here the words seem only to convey to the 
king that if he continues to resist he must be brought /ace 
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tofaee with hk oonaoennr, and endiire bis angiy looks and 
reproaches for hrtaltigig the oath of fiddiby wldck he had 
taisen; 2 Gbron. zzxtL 13. 

** And thou ahaltffo to Babyhn," y. 3.— Thsfc ia^ahoold 
he persevere in his resistance^ ch. xxxiL 5. 

'^ Tet hear the ioord of the Lord," t. 4.— This is in the 
erent of his submission to the Lord's word, and the Chal- 
dean rale. — Sp. Com, (Some think that both these pre- 
dictions were folfilled, and that Zedekiah died in BabyloD, 
and was bnried by the Jews there, with the bnmings of 
his fathers (▼. 5), bat the former view seems preferable.) 

"These defenced cities remained,** ▼. 7. — This clause 
defines the time when these events occurred ; — after the 
Chaldeans had conquered all the country but the three 
defeuced cities of Lachish, Aaekah, and Jerusalem, early 
in the year 590. 

B.C. 589.] CHAPTER XXXTT. [lOth of ZedeUalL 

Jeremiah is imprisoned for predioting the fall 
of the oity, 1-5. While in prison he por- 
ohases the field of Hanameel in order to 
assnre the Jews that they shall be restored 
to their land again, 6-44. 

Uiat up for prophesylnfiT.— (v. 1) ''The word that came 
to Jeremiah from the Lord in the. tenth year of Zedekiah 
kiuff of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebu- 
chadrezzar, (v. 2) For then the king of liabylon's army 
besieged Jerusalem : and Jeremiah the prophet was shtU up 
in the court ofthsprieon^ which was in the king of Judah s 
house.'' 

What was the prophecy 7^(v. 3) '' For Zedekiah kins of 
Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou 
prophesy, and say. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will 
give this city iuto the hand of the kin^ of Babylon, and 
he shall take it ; (▼. 4) And Zedekiah king of Judah shall 
not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall 
surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes 
ahall behola his eyes : (v. 5) And he shall lead Zedekis^^ 
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to BabyloD, and there shall he be untU I vM him, saith the 
Lord : though you fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not 
prosper." 

He Irays the fl^ld of EaaameeL — (▼. 6} ''And Jeremiah 
said, The word of the Lord came nnto me, saying, (▼. 7) 
Behold, Hanamed the son of Shallum thine unde shall 
come unto thee, saying. Buy thee my fidd that is in Ana- 
thoth : for the right of redemption is thine to buy it. (v. 8) 
So Hanameel mine uncle's son came to me in the court of 
the prison, according to the word of the Lord, and said 
unto me. Buy my 'field, I pray tiiee, that is in Anathoth, 
which is in the country of Benjamin : for the riffht of 
inheritance is thine, and the redemption is thine ; buy it 
for thyself. Then I knew that this was the word of the 
Lord. (v. 9) And I bought the field of Hanameel my 
uncle's son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the 
money, even seventeen shekels of sUver. (▼. 10) And / sub- 
scribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took vntnesses, and 
weighed him the myney in the balances. (▼. 11) So I took 
the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed 
according to the law and custom, and that which was 
open : (▼. 12) And I gave the evidence of the purchase 
unto Baruch the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, in 
the sight of Hanameel mine uncle's son, and in the pre- 
sence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the 
purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the 
prison." 

Has the evidences put In an earthen vessel — (v. 13) ''And 
I charged Baruch before them, spying, (v. 14) Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Take these evidences, 
this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and 
this evidence which is open ; and put them in an earthen 
vessdy that they may continue many days." 

ma prayer to the Lord. — (v. 15) " For thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Houses and fields and 
vineyards shsdl be possessed again in this land. (v. 16) 
Now when I had delivered the evidence of the purchase 
unto Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed unto the Lord, 
saying, (v. 17) Ah Lord Qodl behold, thou hast made the 
heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched 
out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee : (v. 18) 
Thou shewest lovingkindness unto thousands, and recom- 
pensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their 
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children after them : the Great, the Mighty God, the Lord 
of hosts, ii his name, (▼. 19) Great in counsel, and mighty 
in work : for thine eyes cure open upon all the ways of the 
sons of men : to give every one according to Ms ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings : (v. 20) Which hast 
set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even unto this 
day, and in Israel, and among other men; and hast made 
thee a name, as at this day ; (▼. 21) And hast brought 
forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with 
si^s, and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and 
with a stretched out arm, and with gveat terror ; (v. 22) 
And hast given them this land, which thou didst swear to 
their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and 
honey ; (v. 23) And they came in, and possessed it ; but 
they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law ; 
they have done nothing of all that thou commaudedst 
them to do : therefore thou hast caused all this evil to 
come upon them : (v. 24) Behold the mounts, they are 
come unto the city to take it ; and the city is given into 
the hand of the Chaldeans, that fi^ht against it, because of 
the sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence : and 
what thou hast spoken is come to pass ; and, behold, thou 
seest it. (v. 25) A^id thou hast satd unto me, O Lord God, 
Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses ; for the 
city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans." 

Tlie Lord's answer to his prayer.— (v. 26) '' Then came the 
word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, (v. 27) Behold, I 
am the Lord, the God of aU flesh : is there any thing too 
hard for me ? (v. 28) Therefore thus saith the Lord ; 
Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chal- 
deans, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon, and he shall take it : (v. 29) And the Chaldeans, 
that fight against this city, shall come and set fire on this 
city, and bum it with the houses, upon whose roofs they 
have offered incense unto Baal, and poured out drink 
offerings unto other gods, to proToke me to anger, (v. 30) 
For the children of Israel and the children of Judah have 
only done evil before me from their youth : for the children 
of Israel have only provoked me to anger with the work 
of their hands, saith the Lord. (v. 31) For this city hath 
been to me as a provocation offline anger and of my fury 
from the day that they built it even unto this day ; that I 
bhould remove it from before my face, (v. 32) Because of 



NOTES ON JBRBMIAH. 87 

all the evil of the children of Israel and of the children of 
Jndah, which they have done to provoke me to anger, 
they, their kiDgs, their princes, their priests, and their 

Srophets, and the men of Jadah, and the inhabitants of 
emsalem. (v. 33) And they have tamed unto me the 
back, and not the face : though I taught them, rising up 
early and teaching them, yet they have not hearken^ to 
receive instruction, (v. 34) But they set their abominations 
in the house, which is called by my name, to defile it. 
(v. 35) And they built the high places of Baal, which are 
in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons 
and their daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech ; 
which I commanded them not, neither came it into my 
mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause 
Judah to sin." 

The people shall be Restored. — (v. 36) "And now there- 
fore thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, oo^njcefming this 
cityy whereof ye say, It shall be delivered into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, by the sword, and by the famine, 
and by the pestilence ; (v. 37) Behold, / will gather them 
out of all countries whither I have driven them in mine 
anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath ; and I will 
bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them 
to dwell safely ; (v. 38) And they shall be my people, and 
I will be their God : (v. 39) And I will give them one 
heart, and one way^ that they may fear me for ever, for 
the good of them and of their children after them : (v. 40) 
A.nd I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that 
[ will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I 
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from me. (v. 41) Yea, I will reioice over them to 
do them goody and I will plant them in tnis land assuredly 
with my whole heart, and with my whole soul, {v, 42) 
For thus saith the Lord, Like as I have brought all this 
great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all 
the good that I have promised them. (v. 43) And fields 
shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say. It is desolate 
without man or beast ; it is given into the hand of the 
Chaldeans, (v. 44) Men shall buy fields for money, and 
subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take witnesses in 
the land of Berijamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, 
and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the moun- 
tains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities of 
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the aoath : for I will caiue their o^tiiritj to return, aaith 
the Lord.* 



** In the tenth vear," ▼. 1. — ^The sic^ had begun in the 
10th month of the 9th year, ch. zxxiz. 1 ; 2 Kb. xxy. 1. 

'' Besieged Jeruealem^" ▼. 2. — ^Was besieging — was then 
aronnd it. 

" Jeremiah . . wu shta up^ ▼. 2. — Jeremiah had fore- 
told the approaching capture of the city and also that the 
king Bhouid be taken to Babylon, ch. xxziv. 1-7. Irritated 
by this prediction (▼. 3-5), Zedeloah pat him in prison. 

*' In the court of theprieon!* ▼. 2. — ^The oourt of the guard 
— part of the king's palace (Neh. iii 25), where the royal 
guard had its quartet's. He was not closely confined here, 
his friends having been allowed to visit him (t. 12^ and 
ch. xxxviiL 13-28). 

" Ufitil I visit him" t. 6. — ^Zedekiah is here quoting 
Jeremiah's prophecy, ch. xzxiv. 3-7. The king; when 
brought before Nebuchadnezzar at BiUah, was deprived 
of sight, and taken to Babylon, but the words '^ untU I 
visit him," do not refer to that punishment inflicted by tiie 
Chaldean king, but, evidently, to his death : the time when 
the Lord was to visit him, ch. xxxiv. 4, 5. 

" Hanamed . . thine unde," v. 7.— This seems to mean 
hie cousin, v. 8. There is no word for " cousin " in the 
Hebrew, and ''undo" is frequently used in this loose way. 
— 5|p. Com. 

*^Buy thee my fidd . . in Anathoth," v. 7. — ^This trans- 
action was commanded by the Lord, in order to convince 
the Jews that those who had been carried away should 
be restored again (see v. 42-44) after the 70 years had 
expired. 

" The right of redemption^" v. 7. — See Lev. xxv. 23-28 ; 
Buth iv. 6. The fields in Auathoth belonged to the Levites, 
or rather to the priests. They might be sold to other 
Levites, but not to the people of any other tribe; Lev. 
xxv. 34. Even when sold to Levites, the purchase was 
good only to the next jabilee year, then it was void. On 
the failure of the owner, the next of kin had the right of 
redemption ; Lev. xxv. 25 ; also NumK xxxv. 4, 5. 

" Tnen I knew" v. 8. — The command to buy the field 
came to the prophet while "shitt up" in prison. Soon 
afterwards Hanameel, without any communication from 
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Jeremiah, came to offer the field for sale. Then the pro- 
phet knew that the command to purchase was reaUyfrom 
the Lordf and not some vision, and HanameeFs visit cot^ 
firmed hie faith, 

^^ Seventeen ehekeU of tELver^ v. 9. — The shekel of silver 
was only 2s. 4d. ; the price of the field would onlv be about 
£2. But (1) The money was not the price of the field 
but only of the risht of redemption up to the jabUee vear 
for the ^^ right of inheritance was uready Jeremiah's — 
V. 8. (2) The Chaldean army was before the city, and it 
seemed very unlikely that the field could ever be possessed 
by a Jew again. (3) Some think the words (see margin) 
mean seven shekels (of gold) and ten pieces of silver ; but 
with this sum compare 2 Sam. xxiv. 24 ; 2 Ks. zv. 20 ; 
and Matt, xxvii. 7. Small sums, apparently, for large 
results ; bnt silver then was more valuable. 

** I subscribed the evidence,'^ v. 10. — I wrote in the deed 
(the particulars of the purchase). 

^' 1 took witnesses^ v. 10. — See Isai. viii. 2, 

''And weighed him the money" v. 10. — Coined money 
was not then in use. Gen. zziii. 16. 

" Both that which was sealed," v. 11. — Two deeds were 
drawn up — (1) the original deed, which was witnessed and 
sealed with the public seal ; (2) the copy, which was left 
open. This " emdence " would give Jeremiah or his de- 
scendants the possession of the field after the restoration. 

*' Put them in a/n earthen vessd" v. 14.— They were to be 
buried in the ground for preservation, but in an earthen 
vessel, lest they should be injured by moisture. 

"JA Lord God!'' v. 17.— Alas ! O Lord God. See 
ch.i2. 

'^ Recompense . . . into the bosom," v. 18.— "7n^o the 
bosom" because in the East the garments are so arranged 
that a pocket is formed there. <* Recompensest ''—see v. 19, 
th. xxxi. 29, and Exod. xx. 6, 6. 

" Thine eyes are open," v. 19.— Prov. v. 21; Job xxxiv. 21. 

''Signs and wonders" v. 20. — Either miracles remem- 
bered ^*even unto this day" — Calvin; or signs and wonders, 
done then, and continued to this day. See Isai. xliii 4 ; 
Jer. zL 7. 

'*And among other men," v. 20. — Among the heathen 
also. Exod. XV. 13^ 14. 
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^ Made thee a nam^ r. 20.— Exod. ix. 16 ; laaL bdiL 12. 

** Avd Juut brought forth^* v. 21. — This verse is quoted 
almost yerludly from Deat. zzvi 8 ; Psa. cxxxvi 11, 12. 

^ A land Jiowing with mUk," v. 22. — Exod. iiL 8 ; chap. 
zL5. 

'' Behold the mounts,'^ v. 24. — The mounds of earth raised 
as breastworks against the walls, on which they pushed 
£orward their battering-rama " Mount " is correct — from 
moMf a mountain; but mound conveys the idea more 
exactly. 

*^ And thou hout said unto me^ v. 25. — Jeremiah obeyed 
God, and bought the field ; but as the Lord had foretold 
at several times that the city must be taken, and the 
people led into captivity, he could not understand why he 
should buy a field which he could not possess. His words 
are : '' The mounts " are raised, '^ the city is given " to the 
Chaldeans, all is ** corns to pass/* and yet Thou hast said, 
" Buy thee the field." 

** If'or the city is given/* v. 25. — Not "for/* but (as in 
marffin) ** though** 

**Then came the word of the Lord/* v. 26.— The Lord's 
answer is divided into two parts— {!) v. 26-35, where he 
shews that the sins of Juaah have caused her present 
chastisement ; (2) v. 36-44, in which the prophet is made 
to see that this chastisement is not for destruction, but for 
reformation and amendment, and that hereafter the Jews 
will be a truer people than in the past. 

" The God of oil flesh/* r. 27.— The Lord here takes up 
Jeremiah's own words, v. 17. 

^^ And him it/* r, 29. — In Deut. xiii 16, it was com- 
manded that cities which went after idolatry should be 
burned. Israel would not fulfil the command, being them- 
selves given to idolatry. The Lord himself therefore has 
it executed by the Chaldeans. 

** Upon whose roofs/* v. 27. — See note on ch. xix. 13. 

**From their youth/* v. 30. — From Israel's youth as a 
nation. See v. 20 ; and Exod. ii 2. 

"il provocation of mine anger/* v. 31. — ^As in margin, 
for mine anger. 

^^From the day that they built it/* v. 31. — Either from 
the earliest times, — Sp, Com.— or from the time of Solo- 
mon, who completed the city, and was the first king who 
turned to idolatry. It was liuilt originally by the Jebusites 
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(CaDaaDites), and was taken by the Israelites after Joshua's 
death ; Judges i. 8. 

'' Set their abominations^* y. 34. — ^The Lord revealed to 
Ezekiel about this time, four of these abominations set 
up in the house which was called by his name. See Ezek. 
ch. viii. 3 and 5, 10-12, 14, and 16-17. 

" The high places of Baal^ v. 36. — ^These two verses, 34 
and 35, are repeated from ch. vii. 30, 31, with two impor- 
tant variations : — (1) Baal, v. 35, is put for Tophet ; ana (2) 
" unto Moloch " for " in theJweJ* From this it is concluded 
that Baal and Moloch are the same idol, different names 
of the Sun-Ood — Moloch representing the sun as the 
mighty fire, 

" To pass through the fi/re^ v. 35. — Some regard this 
phrase as justifying the conclusion that children were not 
Daxned, but only passed between the fires, as in ch. xxxiv. 
19 ; but from Ezek. xvi 21, compared with chaps, vii. 31, 
and xxxii. 35, it is evident that tney were slain first, then 
burned, and so passing through the fire, entered paradise 
purified. See also Lev. xx. 2-5. 

'* Concerning the city,** v. 36. — This is the second part of 
the Lord's answer to Jeremiah's complaint, see v. 26. 

^ I will gather them,** 27, — Fulfilled first in the restora- 
tion under Zernbbabel, 536 ; but hereafter to be fulfilled 
in a final restoration from " all countries** 

**And one way" v. 39, — ^The ways of sin are many,, ch. 
iiL 13 ; the way of peace is one. Matt. viL 14 ; IsaL liii. 6. 

" To do them good,** y. 40. — This must be connected with 
" covenant," not with turn away from them. The covenant 
is " to do them good,*' A comma should be placed at **them,** 
before "^o do them good,** 

"In the land of Benjamin," v. 44 — The field was at 
Anathoth, and it lay in Benjamin, v. 8. 

{For Prediction ch. xxxiii. see Fart IT), 
B.a089.] CHAPTER XXXVIL 3-10. [lOtb of Zeddkiab. 

The army of Pharaoh comes to their aid out 
of Egypt. The Chaldeans raise the siege, 
in order to oppose it. The King asks for 
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the Prophet's prayers. The word of the 
Lord by the Prophet 

The Slng*8 emlMuwy to Jeremiah (Ist time).— (v. 3) '* And 
Zedekiah die king eent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and 
Zephaniah the eon of Maaseiah the priest, to the prophet 
Jeremiah, sayiDg, Pray now unto the Lord our GUxi for ns. 
(v. 4) Now Jeremiah came in and went oat among the 
people : for they had not put htm intopriton." 

The Siege now raised hy the Chaldeans. — (v. 5) '^ Then 
Pharaoh's army was come forth out of Egypt : and when 
the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem iieard tidings of 
them, they departed from Jentsalem,'' 

The Lord's answer to the Xing.— (v. 6} " Then came the 
word of ike Lord unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying, (y. 7) 
Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, Thus shall ye say 
to the king of Judah, that sent you unto me to enquire of 
me ; Behold, Pharaoh's army, which is come forth to help 
you, shall return to Egypt into their own land. (v. 8) And 
the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, 
and take it, and bum it with fire. (v. 9) Thus saith the 
Lord, Deceive not yourselves, sayin^^ The Chaldeans shall 
surely depart from us : for they shaU not depart, (v. 10) 
For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chal- 
deans that fight against you, and there remained but 
woutided men amxmg ihem, yet should they rise up every 
man in his tent, and bom this city with fire." 

" And Zedekiah the king sent Jehtical" v. 3. — There were 
two sets of messengers sent by the king to Jeremiah— one 
on the present occasion, the other later on in the summer — 
ch. XXL When the king at this time sent Jehucal and 
Zephaniah, asking Jeremiah to pray for him, the Cltaldean 
army had left the city to meet the army of Pharaoh Necho, 
which had come to their relief. The king was at Uiis 
time full of hope that they would never return, v. 6. 

^^ Jehucal/* v. 3.— He was one of those who, like the 
king, were in favour of alliance with Egypt^ and resistance 
to the king of Babylon ; ch. zxxviiL 1. 

*^ And Zephaniah/' y. 3.— He also was opposed to the 
Chaldeans, but otherwise well affected to Jeremiah ; ch. 
xxi. 1, &C. He was " second priest/* brother to Zedekiah 
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(ch. xxiz. 21 and 29), and one of those pat to death hj 
Nebuchadnezzar at Biblah ; ch. liL 24. 

<' Prav now unto the Lord," v. 3, — that the Chaldeans 
should be defeated in the battle with the Egyptians. 
See V. 5. 

" Not put him into prison," v. 4 — In point of time these 
verses, ttierefore, should come before ch. zxzii., but are 
placed here that their connection may be more clearly seen. 

" Theif departed from Jerusalem,** ?. 5, — in order to 
meet the army of Pharaoh, — intending to return again 
and take the city after they should haye defeated the 
Egyptians. But Pharaoh's army seems to have declined 
a battle, and returned home without even striking one 
blow on behalf of the besieged Jews. The^ may have 
been defeated, and then returned ; but there is no record 
of a battle. It is only said in 2 Ks. zziv. 7, they returned 
no more to help the Jews, having now lost all their pos- 
sessions between the Euphrates and the Nile. 

" Then came the word of the Lord" v. 6. — In reply to 
the request for his prayers on their behalf, v. 4. 

" The Chaldeans^ shall surely depart" v. 9. — They had 
already departed, v. 5 ; but the prophet means they shall 
again return, and finally destroy. 

'' Bui wounded men among them,** v. 10. — So certain of 
fulfilment is Grod's word, that if there were only wounded 
men in the Chaldean army, even they should destroy 
the city. 

B.a 080.] CHAPTER XXXIV. 11-22. \lWb, of ZedeUaA. 

The princes and people recall the slaves. The 
Lord's censure of the covenant - breakers. 
They are promised now a calamitons liberty. 

The slaves are now recalled.— (v. 11) *^ But afterwards 
they turned^ and caused the servants and the handmaids, 
whom they had let go free, to return, and brought them 
into subfection for servants and for handmaids.'' 

The Lord's reproof to the oovenant-hrealEers.— (v. 12) 
** Therefore the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from 
the Lord, saying, (v. 13) Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
Israel, I made a covenant with your fathers in the day 
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*^At their pUcuure/' v. l^—LH,, for themselTeB — ^to go 
whither they pleased ; Deal. zzL 14. 

"/ proclaim a liberty for ffou," v. 17. — ^They refased 
liberty to the slaves, and now the Lord proclaims liberty 
'* to the eword" to be nsed against them. See ▼. 9, and 
IsaL IxL 2. The priociple of retributive chastisement 
should also be noted here ; a liberty to the sword, cala- 
mitous to themselves, beiucr allowed by the Lord, because 
they refused a righteous liberty to their slaves; Matt vii. 
2^ xviii. 32-33 ; James iL 13. 

^^Makefou to he removed^ v. 17. — ^The word translated 
removed^ conveys also the idea of vexation and restlessness, 
or, as in the Speaker^s Commentary^ of being a terror to 
the people of the nations among whom they may dwell as 
captives— not inspiriuff fear, but being **shudaered at;" 
falfilling thus the prediction of Moses ; Deut xxviiL 25, 
48,64,65. 

*< When they cut the calf in twaini* v. 18.~When 
ratifying a covenant, the contracting parties cut the calf 
in two halves, and passed between them ; implying, that 
they prayed so to be cut in sunder (Matt. xxiv. 51) if 
they snould break the covenant ; Gen. xv. 10-17. 

" The eunvehe and the priestSj^* v. 19. — So luxurious had 
the court and priesthood become, that in ch. xxix. 2, 
eunuchs take precedence of the princes, and here of the 
priests. By so ordering his words, Jeremiah conveys a 
censure on the princes and priests. 

<" And their dead bodies," v. 20.~Had they been faithful 
to the covenant, the dead bodies of the calves would have 
sufficed ; but havingbroken it, their own dead bodies must 
be for meatk &a Heb. ix. VJ^** After men are dead;** 
Greeks" over dead bodies." 

^ Which are gone vp fivm you^ v. 21. — ^They had gone 
away from the city, and raised the siege, to meet the 
Egyptians. See note xxxvii 5. 

*^And cause them to return," v. 22.— When Pharaoh's 
army retired before them into Egypt without a battle, 
then they returned and invested the city more closely ; 
ch. xxxvii 

*'A desolation without inhabitant/* v. 22.— See 2 Ks. 
xxT. 5-11 ; 2 Ghron. xxzvi 17-20 ; all were tiJcen away 
by Nebuzaradan. 
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kc. 589.] CHAPTER XXXVIL 11-21. [lOthof ZodeWaH. 

Jeremiah aconsed of desertion^ and imprisoned. 
The King's seoret visit to him in prison* 
He removes partially the restraint on Jere- 
miah's liberty. 

Jeremiah withdraws from Jemsalem.— (v. 11) "Aud it 
came to pass, that wheu the army of the Chaldeans was 
broken up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh's army, 
(v. 12) Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to go 
into the laud of Benjamin, to separate hivMelf thence in 
the midst of the people." 

He ia arrested as a deserter.— (v. 13) "And when he was 
in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, 
whose name was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of 
Harvaniah; and he took Jeremiah the prophet, sayings 
Thou falle»t away to ike Chaldeans, (v. 14) Then said 
Jeremiah, It is false ; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. 
But he hearkened not to him : so Irijah took Jeremiah 
and brought him to the princes." 

He ia put into prisoxL— (v. 15) *' Wherefore the princes 
were wroth witli Jeremiah, aind smote him, and put him in 
prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe ; for they had 
made that the prison, (v. 16) When Jeremiah was entered 
into the dungeon, and into the cabins^ and Jeremiah had 
remained there many days" 

The King's secret visit— (v. 17) "Then Zedekiah the 
king sent, and took him out : and the kiug asked him 
secretly in his house, and said. Is there any word from the 
Lord ? And Jeremiah said, There is : for, said he, thou 
shaU he delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.'' 

The Prophet pleads with the Xing:. — (v. 18) "Moreover 
Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I offended 
against thee, or against thy servants, or against this 
people, that ye have put me in prison ? (v. 19) Where 
are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying. 
The king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor 
against this land? (v, 20) Therefore hear now, I pray 
thee, O my lord the king : let my supplication, I pray 
thee, be accepted before thee ; that thou cause me not to 

G 
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retnm to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die 
there.** 

He ia placed In tlie court of tbe prison.— (v. 21) ^'Then 
Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit 
Jeremiah into the court of the prison^ and that thej 
should give him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers^ 
etreetj until all the bread in the city were spent. Thus 
Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison" 



^* For fear of Pharaoh's army/' v. 11. — ^Not for fear of, 
but becaitse of. 

^*To separate himseff** v. 12. — ^While the Chaldeans 
\irere in pursuit of the Egyptian army, and Jerusalem was, 
therefore, for the time free, JeremiaJi wished to return to 
his own city, Anathoth (in the ^^lamd of Benjamin'*). 
The Ixx. renders the words by "to purchase thence;" and 
it may fairly be supposed that as famine prevailed in the 
city, his object was to provide food in his own town. 

** Captain of the ward" v. 13. — Of the guard or watch. 

^^Irijah . . of Hananiah" v. 13. — The grandfather's 
name is mentioned, in order to give some reason for the 
grandson's severity to Jeremiah. He had predicted 
HananiaKs death (ch. xzviiL 16), fulfilled two months 
afterwards. 

" Thou faUest away to the Chcddeans" v. 13. — Desertest 
to them, ch. zxi. 9. Having urged all the people as well as 
the king to yield to the Chaldeans, the prophet might 
easily enough have been supposed to be himself deserting. 

*^And smote him" v. 15. — Scourged him — caused him to 
be scourged. 

" In the house of Jonathan" v. 1 5. — ^The official residence 
of the court secretary. In the East the house of a public 
officer serves as a prison. 

" And into the cabins" v. 16. — ^The dungeon was a pit 
in the lower part of the house, and evidently under- 
ground. The *^ cabins" were low vaulted cells round ita 
aides. 

** Many days," v. 16. — ^A long time. 

*^ Asked him secretly in his house" v. 17. — The Jdng 
apparently took him out of the dungeon and brought him 
to ** his house ; " that is, to the royal palace. The siege was 
now resumed, and vigorously pressed, and ZedekisJi was 
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alarmed ; hence thia secret consultatioD^ for he was too 
much afraid of the princes to do this openly ; ch. xxxviii. 5. 

*• Thou ihalt be delivered/* v. 17. — Truly the prophet had 
indeed been made an iron pillar (ch. i. 18), to answer thus 
faithfully under such circunistancea See ch. xxxiL 3» 4 ; 
zxxiv. 2, 3. 

" Where are now your prophets f" y. 19. — ^They prophesied 
that the king of Babylon should not come at all against 
the city ; Isai. xxx. 10 ; Ezek. xiiL 10. See also Hananiah's 
prophecy, ch. xxviii. 3. Eiffht years had now passed away, 
Hananiah was dead, and aU yet remained in Babylon. 

**A piece of brecuH," r. 21.— A round cake of bread ; 
1 Sam. X. 3. 

" The bakers* street,'* v. 21. — In Eastern cities persons in 
the same business commonly inhabit the same street See 
Neh. iii. 11, ^Hower of the furnaces " — lit., ovens, and xii. 38. 

** Court of the prison,** v. 21. — ^The court of the watch, 
ch. xxxiL 2. 

B.0.589.] CHAPTER XXL [lOth of Zddekiali. 

The King's seoond message to the Prophet 
during the siege. The Prophet repeats the 
prediction of his captivity. He sets before 
the people the way of life and of deaths ctnd 
warns the house of David of the end of sin. 

The Sing's embassy to Jeremiah (2&d time).— (v. 1^ " The 
word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, when 
king Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur the son of Melchiah, 
and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying, (v. 2) 
Enquire, I pray thee, of the Lord for us, (for Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon maketh war against us,) if so be 
that the Lord will deal with us according to all his 
wondrous works, that he m&y go upfront us" 

The Prophet repeats the prediction of captivity.— (v. 3) 
"Then said Jeremiah unto them, Thus shall ye say to 
Zedekiah ; (v. 4) Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Be- 
hold, 1 will turn back the weapons of war that are in your 
hands, wherewith ye fight against the king of Babylou, 
and against the Chaldeans which besiege you, withorU the 
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walls, aod I will assemble them into the midst of this city, 
(v. 6) And I myself wiQ fight against you with an out- 
stretched hand, and with a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath, (v. 6) And I will smite 
the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast : they 
shall die of a great pestilence, (v. 7) And afterward, saith 
the Lord, I will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his 
servants, and the people, and such as are left in this city 
from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, 
into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and 
into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of those 
that seek their life : and he shall smite them with the edge 
of the sword ; he shall not spare them, neither have pity, 
nor have mercy." 

He sets before tlie people the way of life and death. — (v. 8) 
"And unto this people thou shalt say. Thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, I set before you the war/ of life, and the 
way of death, (v. 9) He that abideth in this city shall 
die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pesti- 
lence : but he that goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans 
that besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto 
him for a prey, (v. 10) For I have set my face against 
this city for evil, and not for good, saith the Lord : it shall 
be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he 
shall bum it with fir^." 

Bis warning to the house of David.— (v. 11) *' And touch- 
ing the house of the king of Judab, say. Hear ye the word 
of the Lord ; (v. V£)0 house of David,\hxx^ saith the Lord ; 
Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him that 
is spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury 
go out like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because 
of the evil of your doings, (v. 13) Behold, I am against 
thee, inhabitant of the vallei/, and rock of the plain, saith 
the Lord ; which say, Who shall come down against us ? 
or who shall enter into our habitations ? (v. 14) But 1 
will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, saith 
the Lord : and I will kindle a fire in the forest thereof, and 
it shall devour all things round about it." 

^^ King Zedekiah sent unto him Pashur," v. 1. — ^The 
former embassy consisted of Jucal (or Jehucal) and Zepha- 
niah— see ch. xxvil— sent while the Chaldeans were away 
from the city to meet the Egyptian army. This one, later 
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in the summer, was sent when the Chaldeans had returned, 
and were pressing the siege with vigour. It consisted of 
Pashur and the same Zepnaniah, brother of Zedekiah. 

*• Pashur Bon of Mdchiak^* v. 1. — Not the Pashur son of 
Immer, of ch. xx. 1, but the son of Melchiah, of the 5th 
order of priests. 

"Zephamahf" y. 1. — He was of the 24th order. These 
men are not designated by their father, but by their 
family ; 1 Chron. zxiv. 18. He was put to death by 
Nebuchadnezzar (ch. lii. 24, 27) at Eiblan, in Syria. 

" To do his wondrous worhs^* ▼. 2. — Zedekiah had hon- 
oured Jeremiah by consulting him, as Hezekiah had done 
to Isaiah (ch. xxxvi.-ix.) and seems to have expected not 
only a prophecy against his enemy, such as Isaiah had 
uttered against Sennacherib, but looked for "wondrous 
works** similar to those by which the Assyrian army 
had been almost annihilated; IsaL xxxviL 6, but com- 
pare V. 29. 

" Oo up from us/* V. 2. — Break up the siege, and depart 
from the city. 

^ I %oUl turn bach the weapons of war** v. 4. — Instead of 
wondrous works, like the deliverance from Sennacherib, 
when the Lord turned him hack hy the way hy which he 
came — 2 Ks. xix. 35, 36 ; Isai. xxxvii. 6 and 29 — the 
Lord says, " / will turn bach the weapon of war that are in 
your hands.** Hezekiah trusted in Ood, but ye dis^ey 
him. 

" Without the walls,** v. 4. — ^This must be connected with 
the words •* wherewith ye fight," — without the walls, not 
with ** besiege you." The Jewish armies for a while sallied 
out, or fought the enemy still in the field ; but towards 
the close of the siege, soldiers and citizens alike were shut 
up within the walls. " I wUl assemble you in the midst of 
the city.** 

" Ine of a great pestilence,** v. 6.— Caused by overcrowd- 
ing and want of food and water in the siege. 

" Be shaU not spare them/* v. 7.— See ch. lii. 10, 27. 

" The way of life/* v. 8.— The way to save their lives ; 
for whoever submitted to the Chaldeans was saved ; all 
who resisted were slain or carried into captivity, ▼. 9. 

" His life , , . for a prey,** r. 9.— Everything else lost. 
The only spoil he can have from this war will be his own 
life— ch. xxxix. la Comp. Matt, xxiv, 16, 17. 
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^ house of David,'' y. 12. — Jeremiali's answer to the 
king's messengers ends at ▼. 10. These words (▼. 11-14) 
are a kind of summary of his prophecies to the kings from 
Jehoiakim's time to his own. 

" In the morning^ v. 12. — ^With promptness— Psa. xc. 14; 
cxliiL 8. With allusion to the time of dispensing justice 
— Job. xxiv. 17 ; Ps. cL 8 ; 2 Sam. iv. 5. 

** inhahttant of the valley" y. 13. — Lit., inhabiiress, as 
in margin — Jerusalem being personified as a woman. 
Jerusalem wsb at once a vallei/ and a rock. It was a 
valley, as surrounded with mountains — Ps. cxxv. 2 ; IsaL 
xxii. 1-5; a rock, with reference to the hill of Zion — 
ch. xvii. 3. 

" According to the fruit of your doings,'' v. 14. — ^Retri- 
butively, as in v. 4^ and frequently in this book. 2 Cor. 
V. 10. 

" ImU kindle afire in the forest," v. 14. — " Thereof refers 
to city — in the forest of the city; and ^^ forest" refers 
either to the dense mass of houses built of cedar from 
Lebanon — Br. and F. ; or figuratively, as in Isai. x. 34, 
to the nobles^ &a» of Judah. See ch. xxii. 6. 

B.O. 689.] CHAPTER ZXXYIIL [lOfih of Zedeklalu 

The prophet's words to the people noted by 
the princes. They demand Jeremiah's death. 
He is imprisoned in the dungeon, drawn out 
again by Ebed-meleoh, and placed in the 
prison court. The king again visits him 
secretly. The interview. 

The Fropbet's words noted— (▼. 1) ^'Then Shephcxtiah the 
son of Mattan, and Oedcdiah the son of Pashur, and Jucod 
the son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Malchiah, 
heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken unto aU the 
people, saying, (v. 2) Thus saith the Lord, He thai 
remaineth in tin's city shall die by the sword, by the 
^amine, and by the pestilence : but be that goeth forth to 

"^ Chaldeans shaU live ; for he shall have his life for a 
y, and shall live. (v. 3) Thus saith the Lord, This city 
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shall snrely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon's 
army, which shall take it." 

The Princes demand his deatb.— (v. 4) ''Therefore th$ 
princes said unto the king^ We beseech thee, let this man 
oe put to death : for thus he weakeneth the hands of the 
men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all 
the people, in speaking snch words unto them : for this 
man seeketh not the welfare of this peaple, but the hurt 
(v. 5) Then Zedekiah the king said, Benold, he is in your 
hand: for the king is not he that can do anything against 
you." 

Jeremlab cast Into ttie dimgeon.^y. 6) ''Then took they 
Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah the 
son of Bammdechy that was in the court of the prison : 
and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the 
dungeon there was no water, but mire : so Jeremiah sunk 
in the mxreP 

Bbed-melech's remonstraaoe.— (▼. 7) " Now when Ebed- 
metech the Ethiopian^ one of the eunuchs which was in the 
king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the 
dungeon ; the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin : 
(y. 8) £bed-melech went forth out of the kin^s house, and 
spake to the king, saying, (v. 9) My lord the king, these 
men have done e^ in all that they have done to Jeremiaii 
the propheti whom they have cast into the dungeon ; and 
he is like to die for hunger in the place where he is : for 
there is no more bread in the city.'' 

The UBg orders his partial liberation.— (v. 10) " Then the 
king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, 
Taxe from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jere* 
miah the prophet out of the dungeon, before he die. (v. 11) 
So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went into 
the house of the king under the treasury, and took thence 
eld cast douts and M rotten rags, and let them down by 
cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah, (v. 12) And Ebed- 
melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these 
old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armhdea under 
the cords. And Jeremiah did so. (v. 13) So they drew 
up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the 
dungeon : and Jei*emiah remained in the court of the 
prison" 

The King visits him secretly.— (y. 14) "Then Zedekiah 
the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him< 
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into the third entry that is in the house of the Lord : and 
the king said unto Jeremiah, Itoill cuk thee a thing ; hide 
nothing from me.'' 

mterview Iwtween tbe King and tlio Proi»het— (v. 15) 
^ Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiab, If I declare it unto 
thee, wilt thou not surely put me to death ? and if I give 
thee counsel, wUt thou not hearken unto mef (v« 16) So 
Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, 
As the Lord liveth, that made ue this soid, I will uot pat 
thee to death, neither will I give thee into the hand of 
these men that seek thy life. (v. 17) Then said Jeremiah 
unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, 
the Gud of Israel ; Jf thou wiU assuredly go forth unto the 
king of BahyUnCs princee, then thy soul shall live, and this 
city shall not he burned with fire ; and thou shalt live, 
and thine house : (v. 18) But if thou wilt uot go forth to 
the king of Babylon's princes, then shall this city be given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall bum it 
with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand, 
(v. 19) And Zedekiah the kin^if said unto Jeremiah, I am 
afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeaiie, Itst they 
deliver me into their hand, and they mock me, (v. 20) 
But Jeremiah said. They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I 
beseech thee, the voice of the Lord, which I speak unto 
thee : so it shall be well unto thee, and thy soul shall live, 
(v. 21) But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the word 
that the Lord hath shewed me : (v. 22) And, behold, a^l 
the women that are left in the king of Judah's house shall 
be brought forth to the king of Babylon's princes, and 
those women shall say, Thy friends have set thee on, and 
have prevailed against thee : thy feet are sunk in the 
mire, and they are turned away back. (v. 23) So they 
shall bring out all thy wives and thy children to the 
Chaldeans : and thou slialt not escape out of their hand, 
but shalt be taken by the hand of the king of Babylon : 
and thou shalt cause this city to be burned with fire.'' 

Tbe warning as to 8eerec7.~(v. 24) "Then said Zedekiah 
unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these words, and 
thou shalt not die. (v. 25) But if the princes hear that 
I have talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and 
say unto thee, Declare unto us now what thou hast said 
unto the king, hide it not from us, and we will not put 
thee to death ; also what the king said unto thee : (v. 26} 
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Then thoU sluxlt my unto them, I presented my snpplication 
before the king, that he would not cause me to return to 
Jonathan's house, to die there, (y. 2T) Then came all the 
princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him : and he told them 
according to all these words that the king had commanded. 
So they left off speaking with him ; for the matter was 
not perceived." 

He remains In the prison court— (v. 28) "So Jeremiah 
abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jeru- 
salem was taken ; and he v?a8 there when Jerusalem was 
taken." 



" Shephatiahy* v. 1. — Not mentioned in any other place. 

" Geaaliahj" v. 1.— Son of Pashur, who put Jeremiah 
in the stocks, ch. xx. 1, 2. 

** Jucal^ V, 1, — is the same as Jehncal, ch. xxxvii. 3. 

" Fashur" v, 1.— One of the two sent to Jeremiah by 
the king, ch. xxi. 1, 

" Unto all the people," v. 1. — See ch. xxL 6-10. They 
are repeated here, v. 2, 3. 

'* 7'he pHncee said unto the king^ v. 4. — In ch. xxvi. the 
princes protected Jeremiah ; but many years had passed 
away since that trial had taken place, and the princes of 
that day had gone into captivity with Jehoiachin or his 
father. The princes now before us were no longer friends 
to the prophet. 

" Be weakeneth the hands of the men of war," v. 4. — By 
advising all people so publicly to cease resistance to the 
Chaldeans. They would count this treason; and so it 
would have been had Jeremiah not been inspired. 

" That remain" v. 4. — For the siege had continued p.ow 
for nearly three years, and many had perished in it. 

" //e M m your hand" v. 5.— In their power, for Jere- 
miah was now in the court of the prison, ch. xxxvii. 21. 

'^I'or the king," v. 5. — Zedekiah was naturally weak; 
but at this time he needed the support of all his princes, 
and was afraid of protecting Jeremiah against their 
wishes. 

"/n the dungeon of Malchiah," v. 6.— This dungeon was 
not like that in the house of Jonathan (ch. ixxvii. 15); the 
dungeon in Malchiah's house was a cistern, ordinarily 
used for water ; but the water supply was by this time 
exhausted in private houses, and only "mir^'' remained 
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ia the pit Into this mirj pit Jeremiah was let dowa, the 
inteotion of the prioces having been, evidently — from the 
words of Ebed-melech, v. 9^ — ^that he should be left there 
to starve. 

" Th4 ion of Hammdech," v. 6.— If Hammelech was a 
person, Jerahmeel was the brother of Malchiah. It is 
thought by some, however, that as Hammelech means 
^^the king, both these persons were sons of the king. — 
See ch. ixxvi 26, and note. 

** So Jeremiah eunk in the mire** v. 6. — In this a type of 
the Saviour — Ps. Ixix. 2, 14 — "7 eink in diep mireJ* 

" Ehed-mdech the Ethiopian^ v. 7.— This Hebrew name 
given to an Ethiopian, means eervant of the king. The 
name seems to convey intimation of the admission of the . 
Gentiles to the privileges of Israel ; see Matt. zv. 22 ;. 
Acts ii. 10, 41 ; viiL 27-39. As keeper of the royal harem, 
he seems to have had private access to the king. See 2 Ks. 
xxiii. 11 for another eunuch with a similar name — Nathan- 
melech. 

" Sitting in the gate of Benjamin,^ v. 7, — ^administering 
justice, or transacting public business ; ch. xxxix. 3. 

** For there is no more breads* v. 9. — ^The meaning seems 
to be, the scsrcity of bread is so great, none wiU bring 
him bread where he now is, out of sight and of memory 
alike. 

" Take from hence thirty m«n," v. 10. — "From hence"— 
from the guard which was with him at " Ot/e gate of Ben* 
jamin,** The large number of men ordered to be td^en 
seems to imply that the king anticipated opposition on 
the part of the princes, y. 1-4. Four would nave sufficed 
to draw him out. 

" Old cast douta and old rotten rage/* ▼. 11. — "Torn 
clothes and rags of worn-out garments," -^Sp. Com. The 
thoughtful kindness of a slave puts to shame the princes 
of Israel. 1 Cor. i. 27-29. 

"ilrm hdea/* v. 12. — Under the joints of thy hands — 
where the lingers join the hands — to prevent cutting his 
hands with the cords. 

" Jn the court of the prisoii/* y. 13, — of the watch. These 
were his old quarters. See ch. xxxviL 21. 

** Into the third entry" v. 14. — According to Maurer, the 
third entry was that nusing the north, in the order easty 
south, north, west ; but it was most piH>bably the third 
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gate of the Temple facine the palace, by which they used 
to_go from the king's house to " <A^ house of the LordL^ 
1 Kb. X. 5-12. 

" / mil ask thee a thing^ t. 14.— The term here used — 
(fa5ar^ means word and thing. I will ask of thee a word, 
and hold not thou back from me a word, ch. ixi vii. 17. 

^^WUt thou not hearken unto mef^ t. 16. — There is no 
note of interrogation to this sentence; the prophet's words 
are, ** Thou wilt not hearken unto me." 

** That made us this soul** v. 16. — The usual formula of 
an oath is given in 1 Sam. zx. 3, xxv. 26. The addition 
to it in this passage was intended to strengthen it, on the 
belief implied in these words — the continued existence of 
the soul (or spirit, though the terms are not synonymous.) 
See Heb. xii. 9 ; Eccles. xii. 7. See v. 17. 

*^ If thou wiU . . go forth,** v. 17.— This also is a double 
prediction, implying the divine foreknowledge of what 
must happen under certain circumstances, — the foreknow- 
ledge of contingencies. See ch. xxxiv. 2-3, and 4-5 ; 
1 Sam. xxiii. 12-13. The terms laid before the king are 
still the same, — submission to the Chaldeans, or captivity, 
V. 17-18. 

** Unto the hiTig of BabylwCs princes*' v. 17. — We have 
here another of the expressions proving that the writer of 
this book was one who lived amid its events. At this 
time the king of Babylon had left the city, and was at 
Biblah, in Syria ; the besieging army was left under the 
command of his ^^ princes** \ — an undesigned coincidence! 

** That are fallen to the Chaldeans,** v. 19. — Who had left 
the city dunng the siege, and fled to the camp of the 
Chaldeans. Having so strongly op])08ed the alliance with 
the Chaldees, the king feared lest, if he now fled to the 
Chaldeans, these men would reproach him. He feared 
men more than Qod ; Frov. xxix. 25 ; John ix. 22, 
Xii. 43. 

^^Lest they . . . fM>ck me^* v. 19, — insult me; 1 Sam. 
xxxi. 4, and margin. 

" J W the women,** v. 22. — li he refused to go forth, he 
would meet the very same mocking he so feared, not from 
the deserters, but from the women of his own harem. 

** Thy friends have set thee on,** v. 22. — The advocates for 
alliance with Egypt, who prevented his allying himself 
with the king of Babylon. They flrst set him on this 
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course, and then "turned away back" v. 22 — left bim wiih 
his feet "sunk in the mire" — that is, deserted themselveB 
to the Chaldeans for their own safety. See Obadiah 7. 

" Then thou shalt say wrUo them/' v. 26. — Some find fault 
with Jeremiah for not unfolding to the princes all that 
had passed between him and the king. Others say that, 
having stated what was strictly true respecting himself, 
he had no right to volunteer a statement as to matters 
which concerned the king alone. 

" Be loas there when Jerusalem was taken," v. 28. — We 
are now at the close of the tenth year of Zedekiah's reign. 
After four months more the siege is brought to a close by 
the capture of the city. During these opening months 
Jeremiah remains in the court of the prison. 

B.C. 589.] CHAPTER XXXIX. 15-18. [lOth of ZedeUalL 

The Lord's word to Ebed-meledi the EthiopiaiL— (v. 15) 
" Now the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, while 
he was shut up in the court of the prison, saying, (v. 16) 
Oo and speak to Ebed-mdech the Ethiopian, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold I will 
bring my words upon this city for evil, and not for good ; 
and they shall be accomplished in that day before thee, 
(v. 17) But 1 wHL ddiver thee in that day, saith the Lord : 
and thou shalt not be given into the hand of the men of 
whom thou art afraid, (v. 18) For I will surely deliver 
thee, and thou shalt not fall by the sword, but thy life 
shall be for a prey unto thee : l)ecause thou hast put thy 
trust in me, saith the Lord," 

" Oo and speak to Ehed-^mdech" v. 16. — ^This message wa» 
delivered while Jeremiah was in prison^ v. 15, and cfa< 
xxxviii. 28. 

** But I vnll ddiver thee,'* v. 17. — ^The Ethiopian had done 
a kindness to his servant Jeremiah (ch« xxxviiL 7-13)^ 
aud the Lord rewards him for it ; Matt. x. 42, zxv. 36^ 
and V. 18. 

B.C. 688.] CHAPTER LIL 5-6. [Utb of Zedddali. 

Famine in tbe olty. — (v. 5) '^So the city was besi^ed 
unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. (v. 6) AimI in 
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the fourth month, in the cinih day of the nionth, the 
famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for 
the people of the land." 

** The famine woe sore in the city^ v. 6. — One of the 
"/owr sore jploffitee ;*' Ezek. vL 12, xiv. 21 ; Lev. xxvL 26. 

B.Cl«» ( OHABTSEXXnX. Ml. ) uao<Z«iaUb. 



I 



» 



LII. 7-11. 



The Clialdeans within the gate. — (v. 1) ''In the ninth 
year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth months came 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his army against 
Jerusalem, and they besieged it. (v. 2) And in the 
deventhyear of Zedekiah^ in the fourth month, the ninth 
day of the month, the city was broken up. (v. 3) And all 
the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the 
middle ffate, even Nergal-sharezeTf Samgfar-nebo, Sarsechim^ 
itab-saris^ Nergal-sharezer, Rah-mag, with all the residue 
qf the princes of the king of Babylon.'' 

Doom of Zedekiah.— (v. 4) "And it. came to pass, that 
when Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, and all the 
men of war, thea they fled, and went forth out of the city 
by night, by the way of the Icing's garden, by the gate 
betwixt the two walls : and he went otU the way of the 
plain, (v. 5) But the Chaldeans' army pursued after them, 
and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: and when 
they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of BamcUhj 
where he gavejvdgment upon him, (v. 6) Then the king 
of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Biblah before his 
eyes : also the king of Babylon slew all the nobles of 
Judah. (v. 7) Moreover he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and 
bound him with chains, to carry him to Babylon, (v. 8) 
And the Chaldeans burned the king's house, and the houses 
of the people, with fire, and briiJke down the walls of 
Jerusalem." 

The people carried away. — (v. 9) "Then Nehuzar-adan the 
captain of the guard carried away captive into Babylon 
ti^e remnant of the people that remained in the city, and 
those thatfdL away, that feU to him, with the rest of the 
people that remained, (v. 10) But Nebuzar-adan the 
captain of the guard left of the poor of the people^ which 
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had nothing in the knd of Jadah, and gave them viiie- 
yarda and fields at the same time." 

Tlie diazge eoneendsff Jeramiali. — (▼. 11) " Now Nebn- 
cbadrezzar king of Babjlon gave charge coTiceming Jen- 
mittk to Nebozar-adan the captain of the guard, Baying, 
(v. 12) Take him, and look well to him, and do him no 
harm ;'but do unto him even as he shall say nnto thee, 
(y. 13) So Nebozar^adan the captain of the guard sent, and 
NAuthoubaTif Bab-saris, and Nergal-sharezar, £ag-mag, 
and all the king of Babylon's princes ; {v. 14) Even tbey 
sent, and took Jeremiah oat of the court of the prison, and 
committed him unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son 
of Shaphan, that he should carrif him home : so he dwelt 
ajnong thepeopUJ* 

" Tenth mofidk^ v. 1. — ^This verse belongs to the begin- 
ning of the siege, b.g. 590, two years before this time, but 
is printed here to complete the chapter. 

^Eleventh year of Zedekiak^ v. 2. — He began his reign, 
599, and was taken by the king of Babylon, 588. 

*^ AU the princes . . camein^^-v, 3. — The king of Baby- 
lon was not present at this time at Jerusalem, he had gone 
to Biblah. See note on ch. xxxviiL 17. 

^ Sat in the middle gate,* v. 3. — Sat— -encamped. The 
Chaldean army forced an entrance through the wall on 
the north of the city, and found themselves still shut out 
from the upper city, (or Mount Zion, the City of David) 
by inner walls. They were now therefore encamped — "«a<" 
— between the north wall of the upper city — Zion — and 
the north wall of the city of Jerusalem. 2 Ks. xx. A, 
xxiii. 8. 

" Nergal'sharezer^^ v. 3. — This name is now explained to 
mean, Nirgal-sar-usur — may Nergcd protect the king. — 
Sp, Com. Nergal was Nlmrod, the deified founder of 
Babylon ; Gen. x. 8, 9, 10. 

** Samgar-n^ebo,** v. 3. — Be gracious, O Nebo. 

" Sarsechim" v. 3. — No explanation of this is yet given. 
Bab-saris seems to define his rank — chief of the eunuchs ; 
2 Ks. xviii. 17. 

*^ Nergal-sharezer^ Rab-mojgJ^ v. 3. — The latter word, 
chief of the magi or magicians, was a title of Nergal- 
sharezer. He is known in history as NerlgllBsor. He was 
Bou-iu-law to Nebuchadnezzar, and succeeded Evilmeror 
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dach, his brother-iD*law (whom he mnrdeTed), on the throne 
of Babylon. See Introduction, p, 9. 

** Tke rendtte of the prince^,*' v. 3. — The others having 
gone to Biblah in attendance on their king. 

"^y the way of the hm^e garden,** t. 4. — The king's 
garden lay on the south-east oi the city, the gate leadiug 
to it from the upper city, including Mount Zion, being 
exdasively for the use of the palace ; Neh. iii. 15. The 
Chaldeans entered through the north wall. The king fled 
in the opposite direction, by the south. 

**Ana he went otU," y, 4. — According to EzekiePs pre- 
diction (Ezek. xii. 7, 12) he duff through the wall— broke 
down the outer wall, and tried to escape " by the way of 
the pLain^ towards Jericho. This attempt to escape was 
made at night, ^''im ike twUigkt;^ £zek. xii. 6, 7, 12; 
% Ks. XXV. 4, 6. 

•* To Biblah, in the land of ffamcOh,'* v. 6. —In Syria, 
north of Palestine, on the river Oroutes ; afterwards called 
Antlocli (ch. i. 14 ; Num. xxxiv. 11), and Epiphania, from 
Antiochns Eplplianes. 

" Qave judgment upon him," v. 5. — Brought him to trial, 
not as a King, but as a criminal who had oroken the oath 
which he had stoom, ** by Qod; " 2 Chron. xxxvi 13 ; Ezek. 
xvii. 13, 19. 

** ffe put out Zedekiah*a eyes," v. 7. — His sons having been 
slain *' before his eyes " (v. 6), he was then blinded. The 
words *^put otU "—lit., dug out — describe exactly the Chal- 
dean mode of depriving of sight. The Assyrian sculptures 
contain frequent illustrations of the kings digging out 
with a spear the eyes of the prisoner, who is held fast by 
hooks in his lips ; Isa. xxxvii. 29. The words of Ezekiel 
and of Jeremiah were thus literally fulfilled — see ch. 
xxxii. 4 ; Ezek. xii. 13 — although the prophecies seemed 
for a time so inconsistent the one with the other, ths^t 
Zedekiah refused to believe either of the prophets. 
Ezekiel's words were spoken about six years before the 
king was bliuded ; and he had foretold that Zedekiah 
should be brought to Babylon, — " Yet he shall not see it, 
though he die there," Ezek. xii. 13 ; while Jeremiah had 
said, in the year preceding the capture of the city, '^ his 
eyes (Zedekiah's) shall behold his eyes " (Nebuchadnezzar's); 
and this seemed distinctly to imply that he should see 
Babylon. But the history reconciled them, and the king 
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learned too late that both prophecies were true, iZedekiah 
having seen Nebuchadnezzar at Biblah, and then been 
taken to Babylon deprived of si^ht 

^^ And the houses of the 'people^ v. 8. — For the people had 
also disobeyed the voice of ttie Lord ; ch. xxxviii. 6. 

" Nebuzar-adan" v. 9.— This name is found also in the 
Assyrian inscriptions. Its meaning seems to be, ^ebo has 
given offspnnjg. See marain. 

" Thatfdl awau, thatjdl to him^" v. 9. — In ch. Hi. 15 it 
is said — " they fell away to the king of Babylon ; " but the 
meaning is the same. In falling away to Nebuzar-adan, 
they fell away or desertea to the king. These deserters 
were also carried into captivity, either having been dis- 
trusted by the Chaldeans, or at their own request, natu- 
rally fearing to be left behind, lest the people who remained 
should deal with them as traitors after the departure of 
the king of Babylon's army. 

" Left of the poor of the people!* v. 10.— In ch. Hi. 16, 16, 
it is added that they were left to cultivate the laud — ""for 
vinedressers and for husbandmen.** 

" Gave charge concemina Jeremiah** v. 11. — The king of 
Babylon may have often neard of Jeremiah's predictions, 
which were all in his favour, as carrying out God's sen- 
tence against His people ; for there were many Jews in 
Babylon, carried away in Jehoiakim*s 4th year (b.c. 606) 
and in Jehoiachin's time (599). Daniel and Ezekiel were, 
besides, prophesying there. 

** j^ebtishasban, Bab-saris" v. 13.— He is identified with 
Sarsechim, v. 3, who was also Bab-saris — chief of the 
eunuchs. It means — Neibo, save me. — Sp, Com. 

" Carri/ him home,** v. 14. — Lit., to the house. If Jere- 
miah's own house had been intended (or Gedaliah's), the 
words should have been, to his house. The hottse, most 
probably, is the palace, which was used as head^quarters 
for the time. — Sp. Cofii, 

" So he dwelt amxyrvg the people" v. 14. — No longer a 
prisoner, but now free to go where he pleased, residing 
either in the palace or in Gedaliah's house. — Br. and F. 

B.C. 588.] CHAPTER LIL— 12-27, [11th of ZedekUO). 

The City and Temple Ibumed.— (v. 12) ^* Now, in the fifth 
month, in the tenJth day of the months (which was the mae- 
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teentfa year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon,) came 
Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, which served the 
king of Babylon, into Jerusalem, (v. 13) And burnt the 
house of the Lord, and the king's house ; and all the 
houses of Jerusalem, and all the bouses of the ereat men, 
burnt he with fire. (▼, 14) And all the army of the Chal- 
deans, that were with the captain of the guard, broke 
down aU the waUs of Jerusalem round about.'* 

The "pear" alone left~(v. 15) ''Then Nebuzar-adan, the 
captain of the guard, carried away captive certain of the 
poor of the people, and the residue of the people that re- 
mained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to 
the kinfi[ of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude, (v. 16) 
But Nebuzar-adan, the captain of the guard, left certain 
of the poor of the land for vinedressers, and for husband- 
men," 

The pillars, fta, taken away. — (v. 17) "Also ike pillars of 
brass that were in the house of the Lord, and the baees, 
and the brazen sea that was in the house of the Lord, the 
Chaldeans brake, and carried all the brass of them to 
Babylon, (v. 18) The caldrons also, and the shovel By and 
the snuffers, and the bowb, and the spoons, and all the 
vessels of brae» wherewith they ministered, took they 
away. (v. 19) And the basons, and the fire-pans, and the 
bowls, and the caldrons, and the candlesticks, and the 
spoons, and the cups ; that which was of gold in gold, and 
tnat which was of silver in silver, took the captain of the 
guard away. (v. 20) The ttvo pUfarSf' one sea, and twdve 
brasen bulls that were under the bases, which king Solomon 
had made in the house of the Lord : the brass of all these 
vessels was without weight, (v. 21) And concerning the 
pillars, the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits ; and 
a fillet of twelve cubits did compass it ; and the thickness 
thereof was four fingers : it was hollow, (v. 22) And a 
chapiter of brass was upon it ; and the height of one chapiter 
waj9 five cubits, with net- work and pomegranates upon the 
chapiters round about, all of brass : the second pilliur also 
and the pomegranates were like unto these, (v. 23) And 
there were ninety and six pomegraruxtes on a side : and cdl 
the pomegranates upon the network were an hundred 
round about." 

The High Priest slain at Biblah.— (v. 24) "And the cap- 
tain, of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zepha- 

H 
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niah the second priest, and the three keepers of the door : 
(▼. 25) He took also out of the city an eunuch, which had 
the charge of the men of war ; and seven men of them 
that were near the king's person, which were found in the 
city ; and the principal icnhe ofiliA host, who mustered the 
people of the land ; and threescore men of the people of 
the hmd, that were found in the midst of the city. (▼. 26) 
So Nebuzar-adan, the captain of the guard, took them, 
and brought them to the king of Babylon to Biblah. 
(v. 27) And the king of Babylon smote them, and put them 
to death in Biblah> in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah 
was carried avfo^ captive out of his own land!* 



(This chapter is supposed not to have been written by 
Jeremiah — see ch. li. 64^ — but to have been added at a 
later period by Ezra.) 

" Tmth day of the months* v. 12.— In 2 Ks, xxv. 8 it is 
the seventh day of the month; but Nebuzar-adan may 
have started from Kiblah on the seventh and reached 
Jerusalem on the tenth. — Br, and F. Or there may be 
some mistake in the date, letters having been used for 
numerals. — Sp» Com, 

** Brake down all the walls^ v. 14. — ^They remained in 
this state during the captivity, until rebuilt by Nehemiah, 
B.O. 444. See Neh. iii, and xiL 

** ThepiUars,'* v. 14. — The words of Jeremiah — ch. xxvii. 
19, delivered 595, seven years before — were thus f tdfilled. 

^'And the banes " v, 17. — ^These bases were small four- 
wheeled carriages for the support and conveyance of the 
lavers; see 1 Ks. vii. 15. On these bases were lavers 
capable of containing 300 gallons of water each. 

" The brazen sea," v. 17.— See 1 Ks. vii. 23. There was 
no sea in the Tabernacle, only the laver between the 
Tabernacle and the altar of sacritice ; 2 Ohron. iv. 6. This 
sea stood on twelve oxen, and was capable of containing 
100 tons of water. 

** The shovels and the snufers,** v. 18. — See Ex. xxviL 3. 

" The two piUars,** v. 20. — Jachin and Boas, See 1 Ks. 
vii. 15-22. 

" Twelve brazen btdls," v. 20. — Under the bases, v. 20 
These are not mentioned in the account given in 2 Ks. xxv. 
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Dor in Jeremiah's prediction, cfa. zxvii. 19. The bases 
were under the bulls. See not€, v. 17, and 1 Kb. vii. 23-26. 

" Ninety and iix nomegranatei on a side," v. 23. — Appar- 
ently these shonld nave been 96x4b384 all round. Bat 
the Hebrew for ^'on a side" is windwards ^towArdi the 
four winds, — or 24 on each side. There were fonr pome- 
granates not visible ; hence 96+4"" 100. 

" Seraiah the chief vriest/* v. 24.— The high priest He, 
with his deputy, Zepnaniah, the second priest, were put to 
death at Biblah. 

•* The principal scribe of the host," v. 25. — The secretary 
whose duty was to preside over the levy and enrol recruits. 

"Smote them,*' v. 27. — Caused them to be scourged. 



HISTOBT OF THOSE WHO WEBE LEFT IN 

JEBUSALEIL 

B.C. 688.] CHAPTER XL. 

Jeremiah taken as a captive to Samah. He 
is set free there. He returns to Oedaliah, 
to Mizpah. The remnant of the army ga- 
ther round Oedaliah. Johanan's warning as 
to Ishmael's treachery against Oedaliah. It 
is disregarded. 

Jeremiab led away In dialns. — (v. 1) '^The word that came 
to Jeremiah from the Lord, after that Nebuzar-adan the 
captain of the guard had let him go from Bamah, when he 
had taken him bein^ hound in chains among all that were 
carried away captive of Jerusalem and Judah^ which 
were carried away captive unto Babylon." 

He is set at liberty at BanialL^(v. 2) '^ And the captain 
of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto him, The Lord 
thy God hath pronounced this evU upon this place, (v. 3) 
Now the Lord hath brought it, and done according as he 
hath said : hecav>se ye have sinned against the Lord, and 
have not obeyed his voice^ therefore this thing is come 
upon you." 
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HA is allowBd to diooM hlB patb.— (v. 4) ''And now, 
behold, / looae thee this day from the chmne which were npou 
thine hand. If it seem eood unto thee to come with me 
into Babylon, come ; and / toUL look tpeU unto thee : but if 
it seem iU unto thee to come with me into Babylon, for- 
bear : behold, all the land is before thee : whither it 
Beemeth good and convenient for thee to go, thither go. 
(v. 5) Now whUe he was not yet ^om hack^ he said, Go back 
also to Qedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, 
whom the king of Babylon hath made governor over the 
cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the people : or 
go wberesover it seemeth convenient unto thee to go. So 
the captain of the guard gave him victuals and a reward^ 
and let him go. (v. 6) Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and dwdt with him among 
the people that were left in the land." 

Tbe Captains gather round OedaUalL— (v. 7) '' Now when 
all the captains of the forces which were in the fields, eveu 
they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had 
made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in the land, 
and had committed unto him men, and women, and chUd 
ren, and of the poor of the land, of them that were not 
carried away captive to Babylon ; (v. 8) Then they came 
to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishniad the son of Nethaniah, 
and Johanan and Jonathan the sons of j^areah, and 
Seraiah the son of Tanhnmetb, and the sons of Ephai the 
Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of a Maachathiie, they 
and their men," 

Gedaliah encourages them.— (v. 9) ''And Gredaliah the son 
of Ahikam the son of Shaphan sware unto them and to their 
men, saying, Fear not to serve the Chaldeans: dwell in the 
land, and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well 
with you. (v. 10) As for me, behold, I will dwell at 
Mizpah, to serve the Chaldeans, which wUl come unto us: 
but ye, gather ye wvne^ and summer fruits, and oil, and put 
them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities that ye have 
taken" 

Jews also retuzn to blm.— (v. 11) ''Likewise when all the 
Jews that were in Moab, and among the Ammonites, and in 
Edom, and that were in all the countries, heard that tlie 
king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and that 
lie had set over them Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son 
of Shaphan ; (v. 12) Even all the Jews returned out of all 
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places whither they were driven, and came to the land 
of Judah, to Gedaliah unto Mizpah, and gathered wine and 
eummerfruiU very much.'' 

Jolianan'B warning. — (y. 13) '' Moreover Johanan the son 
of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were in 
the fields, came to Gedakah to Mizpah, (v. 14) And said 
unto him, Dost thou certainly know that Baali's the king 
of the Ammonites hath sent iJimad the eon <^ NetKaniah to 
slay thee ? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed them 
not (v. 15) Then Johanan the son of Elareah spake to 
Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly, saying. Let me go, I pray 
thee, and I will slay Ishmael the son of Kethaniah, and no 
man shall know it : wherefore should he slay thee, that 
all the Jews which are gathei*ed unto thee should be 
scattered, and the remnant in Judah perish ? '' 

It 18 disregarded.— (v. 16) ''But Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam said unto Johanan the son of Elareah, Thou 
shalt not do this thing : for thov, epeaketi faledy of 
IsbmaeL" 

" The word which came . . from the Lord^ v. 1.- 
History written by the prophets is inspired. This head- 
ing of the last group of Jeremiah's writings is appro- 
priate, even though these chapters were chieSy historical. 
The historical books are for this reason called the early 
prophets. There is, however, also here prophecy, strictly 
so-called, ch. xlii. 7-19. 

** Let him go from RamothJ* v. 1. — The principal pri- 
soners were collected at Kamah, in Benjamin, previous to 
their removal to Babylon. Hence the appropriateness of 
the weeping at Bamah for Bachael's children, now carried 
to the land of the enemy, ch. xxxi. 15-17. See, for second 
and truer sense, 1 Cor. xv. 26. 

** Being bound in chains," v. 1. — Manacles — ^hand-fetters, 
V. 4. In the confusion Jeremiah was carried away with 
the people, among whom he dwelt in the hottse or palace, 
when Nebuzar-adan released him, cb. zxxix. 14 ; but as 
soon as they reached Bamah the mistake was discovei'ed, 
and he was set at liberty, according to the king of Baby- 
lon's orders, ch. xxix. 11. 

" The Lord . . hath pronounced this evUi* v. 2. — ^The 
Babylonians had heard of Jeremiah's prophecies, and 
through them had learned that they were instruments in 
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the Lord's hand of execnting wrath on his people ; or per- 
haps Kebuzar-adan had heara about it from IZedekiah. 

^^BecauiB ye have sinned,*' v. 3. — The captainy v. 2, 
addresses the Jews here as well aa Jeremiah, fulfilling 
thus imconsdoasly the words of Dent zxiz. 24-25, that 
the Teiy heathen ahoold testify for God against his people. 

"/ looie iAee • . from me ehainsj* v. 4, — ^^were is 
not in the original ; the margin is correct — which are upoti 
thmehannk 

*' 1 wiU look wdl unto thee,'* v. 4 — He repeats the words 
of Nebuchadnezzai^s charge, ch. xxzix. 12. 

" WhUe he vhu not yet gone hack" v. 5. — ^This means, 
while Jeremiah hesitated whether it woald be best to go. 

'^ Oave him victuale" v. 5. — ^Lit. a rationy Proy. zt. 17, 
A dinner, possibly of herbs, and only enough for his 
immediate wants. — Sp. Com. 

*^ A rewardJ* y. 5. — A present. Jeremiah had lost all in 
the siege, and needed an immediate supply of money. 

"Hvspahy" y. 6, — a town in Benjamin, north-west of 
Jerusalem ; ch. zli 5, 6. Not Mizpah in Gilead. 

'^And dwdt . . amtmg ike peo]^i* y. 6. — He had long 
been accused of want of patriotism, ch. xxxyiL 12-14. He 
now proved that he was a true patriot by ref asing honour 
in Babylon — ^y. 4, Heb. xL 24-26 — and choosing rather to 
suffer with his people. 

" The captains of the forces^ y. 7. — ^The captains of 
Zedekiah's army, ^Hn the field^ scattered through the 
country on the capture of the king ; ch. liL 8. 

'^ Men, women, and children," y. 7. — The old and infirm. 
men^ the women who had lost their husbands in the war, 
and the chUdrein of the various households. 

'^ IshmxuA son of Nethaniah," v. 8. — He was descended 
from filishama, the sou of David, '' of the seed-royal," 
ch. xli. 1. 

^^Ephai," y. 8.— It is Ophai in the Ixx. and the Vulgate. 
2 Chron. ii. 46, 47. 

*^ Netophathite," y. 8. — Of Netophah, a village near 
Bethlehem. Neh. vii. 26. 

^* Mcuxchathite," y. 8. — ^From Maachathi, at the foot of 
Mount Hermon. Deut iiL 14 

"JStDore unto ^lem," v. 9. — ^Assuring tbem by an oath of 
their safety with him, as governor under the Chaldeans. 
Heb. vL 16, 17, 
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" To serve the Chaldeane/' t. 10. — Lit., to etcmd h^ore 
them as their lieutenant or viceroy. Mia^)ah, on the road 
between Babylon and Jerusalem, was conveniently situated 
as the governor's residence. In v. 9, the word to serve 
means to ohey ; it is a different word. 

" WkUih. wUl come unto tu/* v. 10. — Gedaliah expected 
that officers would come from time to time — perhaps 
annually — to receive the tribute, in money or in Jkind, from 
the people left under his charge, ch. xzxix. 10. 

" Oather ye wine^ v. 10. — He would watch over them^ 
and they were to cultivate the ground so as to produce 
the fruits required as their tribute. 

"/n your cities thai ye have taken^ v. 10. — The captains 
above referred to (v. l), after the departure of the Chal- 
deans, seized on different towns for themselves and their 
followers. Gedaliah bids them retain them, his object 
being to reconstruct a state as soon as he could. — Sp, Com, 

''AH the Jeios . . in Moah;' v. ll.>-Those who had fled 
there for safety when the Chaldeans were beginning or 
resuming the siege. 

*^And gathered wine and summer fruits" v. 12.— The 
city was taken in the fourth monthL It was now about 
autumn. Com is not mentioned, the land not having 
been sown in consequence of the siege. 

''Baalis king of the Ammonites,** v. 14. — Baalis, from 
the idol Baal. The king of the Ammonites was unwilling 
to see a revival of power in Judea, and sent Ishmael to 
slay Gedaliah when he saw that he was gathering the 
people. 

*' Ishmael the son of Nethaniah" v. 14. — It is supposed, 
too, that Ishmael, being of the seed royal (xli. 1;, was 
indignant that a person inferior to himself in descent 
should be placed over him with regal powers. 

*' Thou sptahest fodseity" v. 16. — Johanan was not a man 
to inspire Gedaliah with confidence in his statements. 
See ch. xliii. 2. 

EC. 588.] CHAPTER XLI. 

Gedaliah is murdered by Ishmael, who carries 
away the people to the Ammonites, &o. He 
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is ptursned by Johanan, who defeats him, 
recovers the captives^ and proposes to flee 
to Egypt through fear of the Ghaldeans. 

Gedaliah Is murdered.— (y. 1) ^ Now it came to pass in 
the seventh morUh, that Ishmael the son of Netbaniah, the 
son of Elishama, of the seed-royal, and the princes of the king, 
even ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah, the son of 
Ahikam to Mizpah : and there they did eat bread toaetker 
in Mizpah. (v. 2) Then arose Ishmael the son of Netha- 
niah, and the ten men that were with him, and smote 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, with the 
sword, and slew him, whom the king of Babylon had made 
governor over the land. (v. 3) Ishmael also slew aU the 
Jews that were with him, even with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, 
and the Chaldeans that were found there, and the men of 
war." 

Murder of fourscore others.— (v. 4) " And it came to pass, 
the second day after he had slain Gredaliah, and no man 
knew it, (v. 5) That there came certain yrom Shechem, from 
ShUoh, and from Samaria, even fourscore men, having their 
beards shaven, and their dothes rent, and having cut themsdves, 
with offerings and incense in their hand, to bring to the house 
of the Lord. (v. 6} And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went 
forth from Mizpah to meet them, weeping all along as be 
went: and it came to pass as he met them, he said unto 
them, Come to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. (v. 7) And 
it was so, when they came into the midst of the city, that 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah dew them, and cast them 
into the midst of the pit, he, and the men that were with 
him. (v. 8) But ten men were found amoug them that 
said unto Ishmael, Slay us not: for we have treasures in the 
field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of honej. So 
he forbare, and slew them not among their brethren, (v. 9) 
Now the pit wherein Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies 
uf the men (whom he had slain becau^e'of Gedaliah\ was it 
which Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king of 
Israel: and Ishmael the son of Nethaniali filled it with 
them that were slaini." 

The people oaxiled away b7l8hmaeL-(v. 10} " Then Ishmael 
canied away captive all the residue of the people that 
were m Mizpah, even the king's daughters, and all the people 
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that remained in Mi2spah, whom Kebuzar-adan the captain 
of the gnard had committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahi- 
kam : and Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried them away 
captive, and departed to go over to the Ammonites.'' 

They are rescued by Johanan. — {v. 11) '*But when 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the 
forces that were with him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah had done, (v. 12) Then they took all 
the men, and went to fight with Ishmael the sou of Netha- 
niah, and found him by the great tpoterg that arem Gtbeon. 
(v. 13) Now it came to pass, that when all the people 
which were with Ishmael saw Joharian the son of Kareah^ 
and all the captains of the forces that were with him, then 
they were glad. (v. 14) So all the people that Ishmael 
had carried away captive from Mizpah cast abotU, and 
returned^ and went unto Johanan the son of Kareah. (v. 15) 
But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan 
with eight men, and went to the Ammonites." 

At Betbleliem, on tbe way to Egypt— (v. 16) ^* Then took 
Johanan the son of Elareah, and all the captains of the 
forces that were with him, all the remnant of the people 
whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Netha- 
niah, from Mizpah, (after that he had slain Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam,) even mighty men of war, and the women, 
and the children, and the eunuchs, whom he had brought 
again from Gibeon: (v. 17) and they departed, and dwelt 
is the habitation of Chimham, which is by Bethlehem^ to go 
to enter into Egypt, (v. 18) Because of the Chaldeans; 
for they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom 
the king of Babylon made governor in_the land " 

**/» the seventh m/>nth," v. 1.— Three months after the 
city was taken ; Gedaliah therefore governed the people 
during only three months. 

** The princes of the hing*^ v. 1. — By some this is con- 
nected with ^came unto OedaliahP — Ishmael and the princes 
came. By others it is connected with " of the seed royal/* 
Ishmael, of the seed royal, and of the princes, &c. ; 
2 Sam. V. 16. 

" They did eat bread together^ v. 1. — Johanan not only 
murdered Gedaliah, but violated the laws of hospitality, 
«o sacred in the East ; Ps. xli 9. 
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" Wkom bU iiny pf Baboon." t. 2.— This waa pMiUhljr 
AH Additional inoUre for killing him — see iL 14— 4he king 
of Btbrlon'a nomiDee. Sm v. IB. 

"AUlAe JmM tAat tnrs vith km," v, 3,— th&t ii,who 
were in Qedaliah'a huue, of hia hotuehold, or belonging 
to hi« retinae m govenior. So aloo "Iht ChtJdeaiit' ina 
"1A« mmt-of-war," are maaifeatlj thoee about hia.peram— 
perbapa aa a gnird of honoar. 

"And no Man inewit," v. 4.— Before any man iiad aa 
jet heard of the murder, oataide Mizpah. 

"/Vom ShttAtm," v. 6,— Called Sychar in onr Lord's 
time, John ir. ; now known aa Nablous. 

" ^VoM SMoA," T. &. — Shilofa by between Sbechem and 
Jeroaalem, aboat 16 miln eoath of the former. It was at 
Hlilluh the ark waa firat aeC np. Josh. xviiL 1 ; dao 
vh. vll. 11 

"f\vm Satnaria," t. S. — The Stunatitaoa were chiefly 
lilutatera planted in the cities of Samaria aft«r the depor- 
(Htlun (or oar^Dg away) of the ton tribee. On the 
ivaUireuoD of Manasseh to his throne, the king of Anyria 
Nwma to have given him authority over these tribes, as 
W«II ai over Judah and Beojamio ; for in 2 Chrou. xiiir. 

ad, wa Bnd Joaiah eollectii^ for tAe temple repain, from 
m iMojile of Epbraim andManaaseh, as well as from 
iJ uikh. 

'^Having cat themtdvei," y. 6.— This was a heathen 
eualvm, forbidden (Lev. xii. 27, 28; DenL xiv. 1) by the 
law, bat praetiaed by Samaritans, See preceding note. 

** With oferutg»."~Meat offerings — the minchah or nn- 
tiloodv offerings. Lev. iL 1-16. 

" atardi Aaven and dotAe* rent," v. 5. — Expreasire of 
Mialr deep mitow for the deatruction of the city and the 
UliiliU, to the repaira of which they had so recently con- 

lllliltlMl. 

' I'll f/tf /Mine of the Lord," t. 6.— To Ihe place where it 
|.ai) akiMl. Jnr it v/as now dwtroyel The eiU waa still 

iang" v, ft — Pretending to monrn for 
the temple and city, 
jtfo," V, 7. — The Hebrew idiom reqnirea 
d in tha Sugliah veraion, "and east 



»" T, 7.— CV)f«r». It was made by Asa 
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(see v. 9) in order to provide a sufficient supply of water 
when Baasha was about to besiege the city. 1 Ks. xv. 22. 

"For we have treaturesl* v. 8. — Hidden stores, — the "Atcf- 
den riches^ of Isai. xlv. 3 ; grain hidden underground, as 
was usual in troublous timea Pror. xiii. 8. 

" BeeavMofQedaliah," v. 9. — By the vide o^—aee margin. 
Having thrown Gedaliah's body into the pit, he now cast 
the dead bodies of these men — 70 in number — beside it. 

" Even the king's daughters,*^ v. 10. — The sons of Zedekiah 
had been put to death at Riblafa, ch. liL Ishmael meant, 
perhaps, to sell them as slaves to the Ammonites, ch. xl. 14. 

" By the great waters . , , in Gibeon,'* v. 12. — A large 
reservoir or lake ; 2 Sam. ii. 13. Gibeon lay on the road 
from Mizpah to Ammon. It was one of the priests' cities 
in Benjamin. 

^^Joharuiny son of KareaKJ* v. 13. — He had warned 
Gedaliah that Ishmael was conspiring against him ; ch. xl. 
13-16. 

•* Cast ahovi and returned/* v. 14. — Faced about They 
had been going eastward, towards the Ammonites ; but on 
seeing Johanan and his party they turned back, "glad** 
to see their rescuer. 

** Even mighty men of war^ v. 16. — The soldiers who 
were of the governor's household (v. 3) were slain there. 
These " men o/ war ^ were probably in the town of Mizpah, 
and had been surprised by Ishmael and made prisoners. 

"And the eunuchs^* r. 16. — Ebed-melech was amongst 
them, for God had promised that his life should be spared; 
ch. xxxix. 18. The kings of Judah had adopted the evil 
custom, prevalent in Eastern courts, of gathering harems, 
and retaining eunuchs. Esther ii. 

" The habiiaiion of Chimham,** v. 17. — David had given 
to Chimham, son of the aged Barzillai, part of his own 
patrimony in Bethlehem ; 2 Sam. xix. 34, 37-40. It after- 
wards became a caravanserai — house for a company of 
travellers — and was probably the inn at or near which 
Christ was born. — Blunts Scriptwre Coincidences^ Part II. 
13, p. 150. 

** Which is by Bethlehem,** v. 17, — their purpose being to 
go into Egypt Bethlehem, lying 6 miles south of Jeru- 
salem, was conveniently situated, as the Chaldeans, if they 
returned, must have come by the north ; hence the words, 
"Mecatue of (from the face of) the Chaldeans,** 
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CaAPTBBXLn. 



Johanan enquiroB of God, throngli Jeramiab, 
Bbonld thej go into Egypt. Tlie prophet's 
answer. The Lord's answer after ten days. 
Safety if they stay in the land, destmction 
if they go. The hypocrisy of the enquirers 
reproved. 

Tha O^ptaHu mik for anUuiea.— (v. 1] "Then all tbe 
captaioa of the forces, and Jobansn the son of Kareali, and 
Jezaniah the ton of HothaiaK, and all the people from the 
least even unto the greatest, came near, (r. S) And said 
v.nto Jeremiah the propAel, Let, we beaeecli thee, oqt inp- 
plicatioD be accepted before thee, and pray for us vnto tat 
Lord thi/ Ood, even for all this remuaut ; (for we are left 
Lut a few of many, as thine eyes do behold as :) (t. 3) 
That the Lord th; God may ihea vt the way wherein we 
may walk, and tbe thing that we may do." 

Jeremlali'i raply. — (v. 4) " Then Jeremiah tbe prophet 
Baid nnto them, I have heard yon ; behold, I will pray 
unto the Lord your Ood according to your words ; and it 
shall come to pass, that whatsoever thing the Lord shall 
aDHwer tod, I will declare it unto you ; I will keep 
nothing Dack from yott." 

Tliey promiae anlmilaElon.— (v. 5) "Then they stud to 
Jeremiah, The Lord be a troe and faithful witness between 
vt, if we do not even Recording to all things for the which 
the Lord thy God shall send thee to us. (v. 6) Whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of 
the Lord our God, to whom we send thee ; that it may be 
well with US, when we obey the voice of the Lord our 
Qod." 

-4,'s anrwer to the anqnliy.— (v. 7) "And it came 
'ler (an daj/i, that the worJ of the Lord came 
liali. ( V. 8) Then called he Johanan the sod of 
<d all the captaios of the forces which were 
Lnd all the people from the least even to the 
9) Aii,i said unto them. Thus saith the Lord, 
Israel, unto whom ye sent me to present your 
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supplication before him ; (r. 10) If ye will still abide in 
this land, then will I baild you, and not pull you down, 
and I will plant you, and not pluck you up : for I repent 
me of the einl that I have done unto you. (v. 11) Be not 
afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are afraid ; be 
not afraid of him, said the Lord ; for I am with you to 
save YOU, and to deliver you from his hand. (v. 12) And 
I will show mercies unto you, that he may have mercy 
upon you, and cause you to return to your own land, 
(v. 13) But if ye say, We will not dwell in this land, 
neither obey the voice of the Lord your God, (v. 14) Say- 
ing, No ; but we will go into the land of Egypt, where we 
shall see no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor 
have hunger of bread ; and there will we dwell : (v. 15) 
And now therefore hear the word of the Lord, ye remnant 
of Judah ; Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel ; If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Egypt, 
and go to sojourn there ; (v. 16) Then it shall come to pass, 
that the sioord, which ye feared, shaU overtake you there in 
the land of Egypt, and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, 
shall follow close after you there in Egypt ; aud there ye 
shall die. (v. 17) So shall it be with all the men that set 
their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn there ; they shall 
die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence : 
and none of them shall remain or escape from the evil that 
I will briug upon them. (v. 18) For thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel ; As mine anger and my fary 
hath been poured forth upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; 
so shall my fury be poured forth upon you, when ye shall 
enter iuto Egypt : and ye shall be an execration, and an 
astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach ; and ye shall 
see this place no more." 

They are reproved for hypocrisy. — (v. 19) "The Lord 
hath said concerning you, O ^e remnant of Judah ; Go ye 
not into Egypt : know certainly that I have admonished 
you this day. (v. 20) For ye dissembled in your hearts, 
when ye sent me unto the Lord your God, saying, Pray 
for us unto the Lord our God; and according unto all 
that the Lord our God shall say, so declare unto us, and 
we will do it (v. 21) And now I have this day declared 
it to you ; but ye have not obeyed the voice of the Lord 
your God, nor any thing for the which he hath sent me 
unto you. (v. 22) Now therefore know certainly that ye 
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shcuX die by tbe sword, hy the famine, and by the pestil- 
ence, in the place whither ye desire to go and to sojourn." 

^^Jezaniah the eon of Hoshcdobh^ v. l.--He is called 
Azariah iu ch. zliiL 2. He is not the Jezaniah of ch. xL 8. 

" Unto Jeremiah the orophetf' v. 2.— Jeremiah had been 
carried off from Mizpan with the others by Ishmael, and 
now dwelt with Johanan ; hence the words, " eame naar!* 

" Unto the Lord thy Ood^ v. 2. — They address him as 
the Lord^e orophet. As Hezekiah sought Isaiah's inter- 
cession for tne remnant that was left (Isa. xxxvii. 4), so the 
captains seek Jeremiah's prayers. 

" A few of manyi^ v. 2.— Their words evidence the ful- 
filment of the old prophecy, Ley. xxvi. 22. 

"Show us the way, v. 3. — ^They evidently wanted the 
Lord to show them what they had already decided on, 
ch. xliiL 2 ; 2 Kb. zxiL 13. 

" Unto the Lord your Qod,^ v. 4. — ^The prophet reminds 
them by the words, '^ yoiar Qod^ that if he was the Lord^s 
prophet they were the Lord's people, in covenant relation 
to him. 

*^ Between ««," v. 5. — Against us. See v. 19, margin. 

*' Or whether it be evU,' v. 6. — Not, of course, moral evil, 
uf which God cannot be author, but — agreeable or dis- 
agreeable. 

^* After ten days/* v. 7. — Waiting for the word from the 
Lord. See, for a similar delay, ch. xxviiL 12. • The 
prophet waited until the Lord should speak to lum — he 
could not answer of himself ; and the Lord delayed his 
answer for ten days, to give the people full time for 
deliberation ; Deut. viiL 2. 

"/ repent me of the evil" v. 10. — As in Deut. xxxiL 36. 
He was willing now to visit them with mercies instead of 
punishment if they would enter on a new path, and obey 
him, V. 10-12. 

" Where we ehall see no war,* v. 14. — ^The Chaldeans hail 
fought the Egyptian armies, but had never yet entered 
into Egypt ^ The land, by its position, seemed idmost 
secure from invasion. 

" The sword . . shall overtake you," v. 16. — ^After the 
siege of Tyre, or in its fifth year, Nebuchadnezzar, leaving 
the besieging army under the direction of his captains, 
attacked Egypt, and reduced it almost at once to sub- 
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mission. They thought to escape the sword by fleeing 
into Egypt, but even there it followed them. 

" That set their faces," v. 17.— -Openly reiect God's word, 
and decide on going there. By these words Jeremiah and 
others are excepted, who went there against their will ; 
eh. xliT. 14, 28. 

"As . . . my fury hath been pouredj*' v, 18. — ^Theyhad 
felt it in Judea, which was now desolate, because of sin ; 
and they shall feel it to the same extent in Egypt, not- 
withstanding their trust in it 

" Te shall die , , , in the place/* v. 22. — They expected 
to go to Egypt, and afterwards return to Jndan in better 
times ; but Jeremiah warns them that they shall ncTer 
return — they shall die in the place whither they desire 
to go. 

CHAPTER XLIII. 

Johanan and the captains reject the prophet's 
advice, and go down to Egypt, carrying 
Jeremiah and the captive people with them. 
They settle at Tahpenes. Under a type 
Jeremiah foretells the conquest of Egypt, and 
the &te of these fhgitivesi by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

The Captains reject the Lord. — (t. 1) ''And it came to 
pass, that when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking 
unto all the people all the words of the Lord their God, 
for which the Lord their God had sent him to them, even 
all these words, (v. 2) Then spake Azariah the son of 
Eoshaiahy and Johanan the son of Elareah, and all the 
proud men, saying unto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely ; 
the Lord our G<3 hath not sent thee to say, Q(0 not into 
Egypt to sojourn there: (v. 3) But Baruch the son ofNeriah 
setteth thee on against us, for to deliver us into the hands 
of the Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, and 
carry us away captives into Babylon, (v. 4) So Johanan 
the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, and 
all the people, obeyed not the voice of the Lord, to dwell 
in the land of Judah.'' 
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[▼. 5) ''Bat Johanan the son 
of Kareftli, and all tlie faptaina of the UxreeA, took aU the 
leomant <^ Jadaliy that vne returned fnjm M nations 
whither thej had been driveii, to dwell in the land of 
Jadah ; (▼. ^ Even men, and wconeD, and children, and 
the king's danghten^ and eroj peracm that Nebozar-adan 
the captain of the gnard had left with Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, 
and Baradi the son of NeriiJi. (▼• 7) So they came into 
the land of ^g3rp^: for thej obejed not the voice of the 
Loid. Urns came thej even to Takpank^** 

Jmalah birilda btfbn Ite palaea.— (v. 8) '"Then came 
the word of the Lord onto Jemniah in Tahinnhes, saying, 
(▼. 9) Tai9 great Momm in thine hand, and uide them in the 
e^ajf in the brick-kiln^ whidi ia ctf <^ entry of Pharaoh's 
koMM in Tdipanhes, in the aght of the men of Judah ; 
(▼. 10) And aoy wUo them. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel, Behold, I will send and take Nebuchad- 
lenar the king of Babylon, w^f eerwant, and will set his 
throne npon these stones that I have hid : and he shall 
spread his royal pavilion over them." 

TlM tiype exp]atned.—(T. 11) ** And when he cometh, he 
shall smite the land of Egypt^ and deliver such as are for 
death, to death ; and snch as are for captivity, to captivity ; 
and sach as are for the sword, to the sword, (v. 12) And 
I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and 
he shaU bum them and earrv than awcnf captives: and he 
shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd 
pntteth on his garment; and he shall go forth from toence 
u peace, (v. 13) He shall hreai also the imaaes of Beth* 
shmesh, that is in the land of Egypt: and the houses of 
the gods of the Egyptians shaU he bwm with fire." 

**Aeariah the son of Hoshaiah^ v. 2. — ^He is called 
Jezaniah in ch. xliL 1« There was another of the same 
name at this time in Babylon. Dan. L 7 ; iii 12-18. 

^^Barwh the son of A^eriah^'y. 3. — He was known to 
have been in favoor of the Chaldean alliance ; hence the 
distrust manifested by Azariah and the others who be- 
loDged to the Egyptian party. 

*' Setteth thee on," v. 3. — ^A Uttle before, they had appealed 
to Jeremiah to pray to the Lord for them ; now they reject 
both the Lord aud his prophet ; ch. ^liL 2, 3, 5^ 6, 20. 
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^^From all nation$l* y. 5. — ^They had oome from neigh- 
bouring states, such as Edom, Moab, Anunon, &a; ch. zL 
lly 12. See ch. xzt. 26, and note, 

^At Tahpank^* v. 7.— Now Daphne, on the Tanitic 
branch of the Nile. In ch. it. 16 it is called Tahapenea 
(in Heb., Tachpanches). It was called by the Greeks 
Daphnse Pelusii, being near Pelusium. It was the first 
town on the frontier towards Palestine. 

'^ Take areat ttoneei' v. 9. — To be laid as the foundation 
of Nebuchadnezzar's throne when he should come to £^pt 
to conquer it, and to punish still further the rebellious 
Jews who had trusted in its power. 

" Hide them in the day" v. 9, — rather under a layer of 
mortar, as for building. They were to be seen, not hidden. 

*^ Att^ entry of PMraoh^e haitse/* v. 9. — ^The palace was 
at this time undergoing repairs, and the brick&iln was at 
its entry ; but as bricks were usually dried in the sun in 
Egypt, it is supposed that a pavement of bricks is here 
intended. 

^^And say unto them," v, 10. — ^When he had attracted 
their attention by buiidiug a little dais on which to set 
up a throne for Pharaoh, then he was to announce the 
Lord's decision to the people^ who came round him in 
aatonishment at such proceedings in euch a place, 

** My servant" v. 10. — See ch. xxv. 9, and note, 

^ Will set his throne upon these stones" v. 10. — ^The mock 
throne was to be set on the bricks. The whole transaction 
being intended to show that Nebuchadnezzar's throne was 
to be erected on the ruins of Pharaoh's. 

"i^M royal pavilion" y, 10, — or canopy. Acoordinff to 
some this refers to the rich tapestry which hung rouna his 
throne. According to others it is the large parasol which 
was held over the monarch's head by a bearer. It is 
represented frequently on the slaba 

^^Such as are for death," v. IL — Some shall die of the 
plaguy brought on by crowding, neglect, and want of food, 
common in those times among captives ; some by famina; 
some by the sword, ch. xv. 2. 

^ The houses of the gods," v. 12. — The temples of the 
idols of Egypt. 

** Bum them, and carry them away," v. 12. — It may mean, 
bum the idols that were of wood, and carry away those of 
gold or silver. Or the first *^ihem" may refer to the 

I 
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temiiles; flliall bum the temples^ and cany away the idols, 
(genenllj of gold or ailTer). 

** Break the imagei of Beihahemeth," ▼. 13.— Images were 
cbetuh. The word is translated pSUxr in Isai. six 19. 
Bettudiflmadi—C^ Aomm of ths «icf»— called also HUlopolis 
(t^ dtp of the nan) and On (Gen. zlL 45)— was north of 
Memphis, the Noid& of Isai zix. 13, (see also 18). There 
is an obelisk here still, GO or 70 feet high, covered all 
ronnd with hiero^yphics. 

**Sha!l he htm,'* v. 13. — ^Here it is Nebuchadnezzar who 
shall bam. In ▼. 12 it ia the Lord, for the king of Baby- 
lon is only a rod in his hand— his servant, y. 10 

CHAPTER XLIV. 

Jeremiah reproyes the Jews for their idolatry 
in Egypt, and predicts their destrnction. 
The people defend their worship of the queen 
of heaven. The fiaJl of Egypt and death of 
Pharaoh foretold. 

Jeremiah's ce iunu e s tar idtflatiry.— (▼. 1) '* The word that 
came to Jeremiah concerning aU the Jews which dwell in 
the land of Egypt^ which dwell at Migdol, and at Tahpan- 
hea^ and at Hoph, and in the country of PathroSy saying, 
(v. 2) Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the Qod of Israel ; Te 
have seen all the evU that I have brought upon Jenisalem, 
and upon aU the cities of Judah ; and, l)ehold, this day 
they are a desolation, and no man dwelleth therein, (▼;. 3} 
£e<^U8e of their wickedness which they have committed to 
provoke me to anger, in that they went to bum incense, 
and to serve other gods, whom they knew not^ neither 
they, ye, nor your fathers, (v. 4) Howbeit I sent unto you 
all my servants the prophets, rising early and senciing 
them, saying, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I 
hate. (v. 5) But they hearkened not, nor inclined their 
ear to turn from their wickedness, to bum no incense unto 
other gods. (v. 6) Wherefore my fury and mine anger was 
poured forth, and was kindled in the cities of Ju£di and 
in the streets of Jerusalem ; 'and they are wasted and 
desolate, as at this day. (v. 7) Therefore now thus saith 
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tbe Lord, the Grod of hosta, the Qod of Israel ; WLerefore 
commit ye this great evil against yowrsouU^ to cutoff from 
you man and woman, child and suckling, out of Judah, 
to leave you none to remain; (y. 8) In that ye provoke me 
unto wrath with the works of your hands, boining incense 
unto other gods in the land of Egypt^ whither ye be gone 
to dwell, that ye might cut yourselves off; and that ye 
might be a curse and a reproach among all the nations of 
the earth ? (y. 9) Have ye forgotten the wickedness of your 
fathers, and the wickeduess of the kings of Judah, and the 
wickedness of their wives, and your own wickedness, and the 
vnckedness of your wives, which they have committed in the 
land of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem ? (v. 10) 
They are not humbled even unto this day, neither have 
they feared, nor walked in the law, nor in my statutes, 
that I set before you and before your fathers, (y. 11) 
Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
Behold, I will set my face against you for evil, arkd to eui 
offaU Jvdah, (y. 12) And I will take the remnant of 
Judah, that have set their faces to go into the land 
of Esypt to sojourn there, and they shaU aU be consfu/medy 
and fall in the land of Egrpt; they shall even be consumed 
by the sword and by the famine : they shall die, from the 
least even unto the greatest, by the sword and by the 
famine : and they shaU be an execration, and an astonish- 
ment, and a curse, and a reproach, (v. 13) For I will 
punish them that dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have 
punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by the famine, 
and by the pestilence : (v. 14) So that none of the 
remnant of Judah, which are gone into the land of 
Egypt to sojourn there^ shall escape or remain, that 
iney shoiUd return into the land of Judah, to the 
wmch they have a desire to return to dwell there : 
for none shall return but such as shall escape, (v. 15) 
Then all the men which knew that their wives had burned 
incense unto other gods, and all the women that stood by, 
a great multitude, even all the people that dwelt in the 
land of Egypt, in Pathros, answerea Jeremiah, saying." 

Answer of tlie people.— (v. 16) '^ As for the word that 
thou hast spoken unto us in the nams of the Lord, we will 
not hearken unto thee. (y. 17) But we will certainly do 
whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our own mouth, to burn 
incense utUo the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink 
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offeringB anto her, as we have done, we, and oar fa^thcni, 
our kings, and oar princes, in ike dtiM of Judah, and in the 
streets of Jerusalem : for then had we plenty of victaals, 
and were well, and saw no evil. (v. 18) Bat nnee toe (eft of 
to bum ineente to the queen of heaven, and to pour out 
drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and 
have been ccmsmned by the sword, and by the tamin& 
(v. 19) And when we burned incense to the queen of 
heaven, and poured out drink offerings unto her, did we 
make her cakee to worship her, and pour out drink offerings 
unto her, without our men f 

The sentence on Idolaters. — (v. 20) ** Then Jeremiah said 
unto all the people, to the men, and to the women, and to 
all the people which had eiven him that answer, saying, 
(v. 21) The incense that ye burned in the cities of Judah, 
and in the streets of Jerusalem, ye, and your fathers, your 
kings, and vour princes, and the people of the land, did 
not the Lora remember them^ and came it not into his mind? 
(v. 22) So that the Lord covld no longer bear, because of 
the evil of your doings, and because of the abominations 
which ye have committed ; therefore is your land a deso- 
lation, and an astonishment, and a curse, without an 
inhabitant, as at this day. (v. 23) Because ye have burned 
incense, and because ye have sinned against the Lord, and 
have not obeyed the voice of the Lord, nor walked in his 
law, nor in his statutes, nor in his testimonies ; therefore 
this evil is happened unto you, as at this day. (v. 24) 
Moreover Jeremiah said unto all the people, and to all the 
women. Hear the word of the Lord, lul «Judah that are in 
the land of Egypt : (v. 25) Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the Qod of Israel, saying ; Ye and your wives have both 
spoken with your mouths, and fkU/iUed with your hand, 
sayinff, We will surely perform our vows that we have 
vowed, to bum incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour 
out drink offerings unto her : ye will surely accomplish 
your vows, and surely perform your vows. (v. 26) There- 
fore hear ye the word of the Lord, all Judah that dwell in 
the land of Egypt ; Behold, I have sworn by my great 
name, saith the Lord, that mv name shall no more be named 
in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, 
sayinff. The Lord God liveth. (v. 27) Behold, I will watch 
over them for evil, and not for good : and aU the men of 
Judah that are in the land of Egypt shall be consumed by 
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the sword and by the famine, until there be an end of them. 
(▼. 28) Tet a wnaU nwmber that escape the sword thaU 
return out of the land of Egypt into the land ofJudah, and 
all the remnant of Judah^ that are gone into the land of 
Egypt to sojourn there» shall know whose words shall 
stand, mine, or their^s." 

Tbe Lord giyes them a sign.— (▼. 29) "And this shall be 
a iign unto you, saith the Lord, that I will punish you in 
this place, that ye may know that my woras shall surely 
stand against you for evil : (ir. 30) Thus saith the Lord ; 
Behold, I will give Pharaoh-hopbra king of Egypt into the 
hand of his enemies, and into tne hand of them that seek 
his life ; as I gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand 
of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, and that 
sought his life." 

" MigdoL^ v. 1. — ^Lit, a tower,— east of Egypt, towards 
the Bed Sea. Ezek. xiv. 2 ; Numb. xxziiL 7. 

" Noph^' V. 1. — Memphis, now Cairo ; ch. ii. 16. 

" Pathros^^ V. 1. — Upper Egypt. Gen, x. 14; Isai. xi. 11. 

" The evil . . wpon jerusaLem^'* v. 2. — If He spared not 
Jerusalem, His own city, how could they expect Him to 
spare them in Egypt ? 

*' Against y(ywr souls^ v. 7. —All sin is against the sinner's 
own soul ; they wrong themselves more than others. *Prov. 
viii. 36 ; Numb. xvi. 38 ; and ch. vii. 19. 

** Have ye forgotten^ v. 9, — the punishments and cala- 
mities brought on by their wickednesses. 

*^ The imatedness of their vsives^* v, 9. — ^The kings' wives 
— the queens of Lirael and Judah. Among them were 
^Solomon's wives, 1 Ks. xi. 1-8 ; Asa's mother, Maachah, 
1 Ks. XV. 13 ; Jezebel, wife of Ahab, 1 Ks. xvi. 31. 

" The wickedness of your wives" v. 9. — The wives of the 
people of Judah, as shewn by Ezekiel — ch. viii. 14 — had 
adopted the idolatries of the Phcenician and other natious 
even before coming to Egypt, where they became worship- 
pers of their idols also — ^perhaps to ingratiate themselves 
with the people there. 

" They are not hwmJbled^ v. 10. — The third person is used 
here instead of the second, "ye" (v. 9), to show how far 
off from God tbe people of Judah were drawing themselves. 
They are now not spoken to by God, He only speaks of 
thetn. 
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" To cut off aU Jvdahl* v. 11.— That is, all the Jews who 
were in Egjrpt 

'' They thaJl aU he coruumed,*' v. 12. — ^All who get their 
faces to go there, excluding thus those who were brought 
down -by force, v. 14'alluded to in the words of v. 14^ 
" biU such as shaiJUL escape,** 

" That ikey should return^* v. 14. — ^The idea of the Jews 
who set their faces to go into Egypt was, that when the 
storm was quite gone by, they would return into the land 
of Judea, and revive the state there ; but Qod shows them 
they are ryot to return; ch. xlii. 22. 

^ A great mviUitude^ v. 15. — The word here used is 
hahal — a congregation — and seems to imply that there was 
now a festival TOlng held, at which the people and their 
wives were present accounting thus for the presence of 
women in public. 

"AU the people . . anstoered Jeremiah^*' v. 15. — As usual, 
by their representatives — ^the heads of the congregation. 

**/n the name of the Lord,*' v. 16. — Not only do they 
refuse the nrophet s words, but even those spoken in the 
"mrme of the Lord" 

" To the queen of heaven," v. 17.— Ashtaroth or Astarte. 
See vii. 18. 

"(?«* of our own nuyvdh^ v. 17.— They seem to have 
made vows to the queen of heaven, and were now on their 
way, perhaps in a procession, to the festival. Jeremiah 
meets them ard denounces their idolatry, but in vain, 
as they insist on going on and fulfilling their vows ; 
Numb. XXX. 12. 

^*In the cities of Judah^ v. 17. — Before Josiah's refor- 
mation, these idolatries had been practised in Judea, 
especially in the reign of Manasseh. 

^ Since we left off to bum incense" v. 18. — They justify 
their idolatry — (1) by the example of their fathers, their 
kings, &C., in their own land ; (2) by the misfortunes 
which have overtaken them since the reformation under 
Josiah ; which had evidently been very superficial, and 
opposed to the wishes of the people. To it they now 
attribute their recent troubles. 

" Did we make her cakes" v. 19. — These cakes were made 
in the shape of crescents, to represent the moon. 

" With<mt our men,** v. 19. — Without the consent of our 
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hoabandfl. The vows of wives were not binding unless 
allowed by their husbands ; Numb. xxx. 7, 8. 

**J)id not the Lord remember tkemf*' v. 21. — Jeremiah 
answers them by showing that the Lord had so severely 
pumshed them for their idolatries in their cities (v. 17) 
that they ougbt to have seen his hand in it. 

" Cotud no longer bear,** v. 22. — Their iniquity was fuU 
at last. The Lord is long sufifering, but the day of visita- 
tion arrives at last ; 2 Pet. iii. 4-9 ; Gen. X7. 16. 

^^FvlfiUed with yovr hand,** v. 25. — Their words and 
actions were quite consistent, v. 16-19. As disobedient in 
act as in word. 

^ My name shall no more he named,** v. 26. — There is a 
solemn and formal oath here; something, therefore, of 
moment is announced. According to some, the purport of 
it is that the people shall all be consumed in Egypt, and 
none be left to name him as their Ood, v. 27 ; but the 
solemn oath of v. 26 seems to imply a reversal of thepro^ 
mise confirmed to them as a nation by oath ; Gen. xxii 
16» 17. This second oath, "by his great name," is there- 
fore that they shall na more he a covenant people, and they 
have forfeited the right to speak of Him as their God ; 
Ezek. XX. 39. — Sp, Com, 

* A small number,** v. 28. — A remnant only ; a type, as 
it were, of the remnant who shall finally be restored. 
Isai. xxvii. 13 ; Ttom. xi.; also ch. xlii. 17. 

" ShaU return . . into the land ofJudah,** v, 28. — Their 
Bufferings in Egypt from the Chaldeans, who shall follow 
them there, shaU be so great, that the few who remain — 
the " smaU number ** who are now goin^ down there for 
refuge— shall be glad to escape back again into Judea^ 

" This shall be a siffn,** v. 29. — The prophecy was that 
they shall die in Egypt — |*m this place*^ch. xlii. 22. The 
sign was that the reigning king, Pharaoh-hophra (the 
Aprite of Herodotus), shall be taken by his enemies, and 
slain. The prophecy and sign were both given either the 
same year (b.g. 588), or in that immediately following. 
Apri^ was taken prisoner by Amasis about 10 years 
afterwards (b.c. 574), and kept in prison for several years. 
He was slain b.g. 669. See Introduction, P* H* 

" Into the hand of his enemies,** v. 30. — He does not say 
the king of Babylon, for Pharaoh was not put to death by 
NebuchadnezzaTi but by enemies in his own land — Amasia 
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having rebelled against him in the city of Sair. This-re- 
bellion under Amasis so weakened Pharaoh, that he eaailj 
fell a prey to the Chaldeans, who shortly afterwards in^ 
Taded Egjrpt, 572^2. 

CHAPTER LIL 28-81 

Summary of the deportations in the times of 
Jehoiaohin, Zedekiahi and five years after- 
wards by Nebazaradan. Elevation of Jehoia- 
ohin among the Mngs in Babylon by Evil- 
merodaoL 

The OapUTl^ In Jeholaddn's time.— (v. 28) ''This is the 
people whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away captive : in 
the seventh year three thousand Jews and three and 
twenty." 

In Zedeklah'B time.— (v. 29) "7n the eighteevuh year of 
Nebuchadrezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem 
eight hundred thirty and two persons." 

In the year 083. — (v. 30) " In the three amd twentieth year 
of Nebuchadrezzar Nebuzai>adan the captain of the guard 
carried away captive of the Jews seven hundred forty and 
five persons : all the persons were four thousand and six 
hundred." 

aevatlon of Jeholacbin In Bahylon.— (v. 31) ''And it 
came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity, 
of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in the 
five and twentieth day of the month, that Evil-merodach 
kiug of Babylon in the first year of his reign lifted up the 
head of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and brought him fortii 
out of prison, (v. 32) And spake kiudly unto him, and set 
his throne above the throne of the kings that were with 
him in Babylon, (v. 33) And changed his prison garments : 
and he did continually eat bread before him all the days 
of his life. (v. 34) And for his diet, there was a continual 
diet given him of the king of Babylon, every day a portion 
until the day of his death, all the days of his life." 

"/n the seventh year^* v. 28. — When Jehoiachin was 
carried to Babylon (B.a 599), in 2 Ejel jejIk. 12, 14, 16, it 
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i)3 spoken of as the eighth year. The meaniog may be — 
at the end of the seventh and beginning of the eighth. 
The numbers also differ. In 2 Ks. xxiv. we have 10,000 ; 
T. 14; 7000 men of might and 1000 craftsmen, v. 16. 
Here there are mentioned only 3023. It is very probable, 
however, that in 2 Ks. all are included, from Israel and 
Judah alike ; while here we have only those taken away 
from Judah. The 1000 craftsmen were, of course, ex- 
clusive of the 10,000. 

"/» the eighteenth yea/r^* v. 29. — When Zedekiah was 
taken away, b.c. 588. This also is called the nineteenth 
year in 2 Ks. ; but see for explanation preceding note. 
832 persons were carried away at this time. From the 
worcb of V. 16 — **M« rest of the multitude^ — ^it seems 
evident that only persons of note, of high birth or rank, 
are included in the number 832 given here. 

"/n the three and tiffentieth year/* v. 30. — Five years 
after the destruction of Jerusalem, B.a 683, the last 
deportation of captives was made under Nebuzar-adan, at 
which time 743 persons were taken away, making in all 
4600 of the tribe of Judah, or persons of note, who were 
carried away at the three times stated. 

**In the seven and thirtieth year/* v. 31. — Dated from 
699j when Jehoiachin was taken captive. This brings us 
to 662, as the year in which Jehoiachin was lifted up in 
Babylon by Evil-merodach, son and successor of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. It is said that after the short reign of this king, 
who was murdered by his brother-in-law, Neriglissor, 
Jehoiachin also shared his patron's fate. 

NOTES ON THE LIFE OF JEBSmAH. 

(To aid the etttdent in drawing up an outline of his 
personal history, or, if required, a full account of his 
life and times.) 

Birthplace, — Anathoth, in the land of Benjamin, about 
three miles north of Jerusalem. 

Time of birth— Re was " a child** when called in the 
thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah. He could not have 
been more than eighteen years old at that time, and must 
have been born towards the close of Manasseh's reign 
(B.C. 646 or 646), and, therefore, about five years old when 
Josiah came on the throne, b.c. 641. 
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FamUy.^'Eh^ father was Hilkiah, veiy probably the 
high priest by whom the Law was found in the Temple 
during Jqsiah's reformation, in the eighteenth year oi his 
reign, b.c. 624. See ch. i 1, 2. — Sp. Com, 

Bit caJUing om a prophet, — In the thirteenth year of the 
reign of Josiah, B.a 629, when about eighteen years of 
age. He continued his prophetic warnings for over forty 
yearsL 

Bis friendships, — He seems to have had few friends, 
having been compelled by the Spirit of inspiration to 
adopt a course politically at variance with that of most of 
the Jews of the period. His friendship with Bameh son 
of Kerlali, and with AUkarn the son of Sbaphan, and father 
of Gedallali, subsequently made governor of the remnant 
left in the land bv Nebuzar-adan, are remarkable excep- 
tions, for they both continued without interruption 
through his lif a 

His prophetic work, — It is remarkable that, although 
called in the thirteenth year of Josiah (b.o. 629), his name 
is not even mentioned in the history of the reformation 
five years afterwards, in the eighteenth year of his reign. 
The king and the princes refer the Book of the Law to 
Huldah the prophetess, but not to him. His first predio- 
tion (i.-iiL 6) is given in 629, the thirteenth year of 
Josiah, but for six years we have nothing more. In the 
year 623^ the nineteenth of Josiah, and the year following 
his remarkable reformation of religion {begun in the eighth 
year of his reign^ 633), the second of Jeremiah's prophecies 
IS uttered, its purpose being to reprove the people who 
were already, notwithstan4ing the king's efforts in the pre- 
ceding vear, relapsing into idolatrous practices. This 
series of prophecies contains ch. iii 5-xii. In endeavour- 
ing thus to restore the people to a true sense of their rela- 
tion to God, he is at this time aided by the prophet 
Habakkuk. 

For six years longer t^he land enjoys peace ; but the 
death of Psammeticus, king of Egjrpt, in the year 6X7, 
and accession of his son Pharaoh Necho, is the beginning 
of a change in the political relation of the country, which 
terminates only in its destruction. For seven years he 
seems to have been observing the growing power of 
Chaldea under Nabopolassar, and in the year 610 — seyen 
years after hii accession, — ^made a determined effort to 
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orQflh iti He sacceeded so far that, in the battle of 
OTClMwntrii, the Chuldean wave was stayed for four years ; 
but the result after that time, when the second battle 
of Carcbemisb had caused the Egyptians again to retire 
into their own country, was disastrous to Judea, as it 
produced henceforth a Chaldean and an Egyptian party in 
the state, and, as a matter of course, divioed counsels and 
internal strife. It was under these circumstances the 
third group of Jeremiah's predictions was published. 
About the time of the battle (b.o. 610) the type prophecy 
of the maxred girdle (ch. xiiL) was given, accompanied by 
bis remarkable communings with God in ch, xiv. and zv. 
to xviL 18. In the same year the types of the potter — 
the potter's vessel in the field of the sons of Hinnom — ^fol- 
lowed, the personal prophecy against Pashur, and the 
denunciation of the two langs ; xviiL-xxiii. 

In the following year occurs his arrest and trial in the 
court of the Lord s house, when, through the influence of 
his friend Ahikam, he narrowly escaped the fate of UtUalt 
For three ware there is silence, the whole country during 
this time oeing under the power of Egypt ; but in the 
fourth year literwards (B.a 606) the second battie of 
Oarchemish is fought, and Chaldea again rises. 

At this time we have the prediction against Egypt, 
ch. xlvi. ; the episode of the Bechabites during the siege, 
ch. XXXV. ; and the famous prediction of captivity for 
seventy years under the kins of Babylon, the '< Lord's ** 
servant^ ch. xxv. The roll aenoundng the king Jehoia- 
chin is read in this and the following years, b.o. 606 and 
605, on two separate occasions. Under the Chaldean rule 
there is comparative peace, until, in the seventh year of 
his reign, Jenoiakim decides on rebellion, and seeks an 
alliance with Egypt. Condemned already by Ezekiel in 
one of his most beautiful predictions (ch. xviL), this 
alliance is at once followed D^ disaster, and there is no 
more peace until,*in 599, the kmg's death and degradation 
open a new page (almost the last) in Judah's history. 

For four years Zedekiah, the Chaldeans' nominee, reigns 
in peace ; but, influenced, like Jehoiakim, by the advocates 
for an alliance with the old monarchy of Egypt, he also 
rebels, after some years of indecision^ from B.o. 595 to 591, 

(Within this ptriod the prediction against the Jem ia 
Jmea^ under the et/mbol of the basket o/Jigs^ is given^ and 
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ike UstUn wriUen to the eapiwet in BcAylon^ sent by the 
kinsfe meuengert <deo in the same year^ 599. The doom of 
the twofaUeprophete^ Ahab fmdZeddnahy and ofShemaiah, 
is foretold at the dose of these fowr yearsy 595.) 

{The arrisal of ambassadors in Jerusalem^ the king^s in- 
decision €Uto an alliance with Egypt^ the prophets typical 
prediction of ** yokes and bonds/* tsith that of HananiaXs 
deathj shotUd he noted as occurring at this time. Also in 
the same year the prediction against Babylon (ch. L IL), 
which he orders Seraiah to sink in the Euphrates.) 

As in the former case the rebellion is promptly jnet, for 
the king of Babjlon at once oomes^ ana, after a siege of 
little over a year and a half, terminates finally the kingdom 
of Jadah, B.a 58a 

(The imprisonment of Jeremiah for predicting the certain 
fall of Jerusalem before the ChalJeantf and the purchase of 
the field of Hananed occur at this time^ and a little later 
in the siege — see " Order of Events," p. 19, — the drcuui- 
stanees connected with the liberation of Me slaves. Totoardi 
the dose of the same year he is again imprisoned under the 
charae of desertion, and remaine in the court of the prison 
until the city is taken.) 

It is only in the light of these events the life and 
prophecies of Jeremiah can really be understood, or a trae 
judgment be formed as to his character. After the 
murder of Gedaliah and the flight of Johanan into Egypt, 
we have in cL xl.-xliv. a few pages in the history of Jere- 
miah, but after that there is no reliable record. 

Tradition states that he was killed {stoned) by the Jews 
in Egypt, who were irritated by his unhesitating condem- 
nation of their idolatries. But if ch. liL were really 
written by him, it would go to prove that he lived to an 
extreme old age. It is said by the Jews that on the con- 
quest of Egypt by the king of Babylon, he and Bamch 
were removea, either to Judea or to Babylon, and there 
died in peace. The promise made to him in ch. i seems 
to require a death not by violence, but in peace. 

Other writings ascribed to him : — 

The Lamentations. — A series of elegies on the calamities 
of the Jewish people and city. They are considered hj 
the best critics to oe the most perfect and regular elegiac 
composition in the world. — Eaaie^s Bib. Diet. 

An Elegy on King Josiah; 2 Chron. xxxv. 26. 
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LINE-OHABT OF EVENTS. 



l9t year of reign 
Sth 


Joslab 

(31 years.) 
seeks th 


8 years old. 
e Lord. 


B.C. 641. 
633. 


I2th „ 


Refonnati 


on b^^n. 


630. 


nth 

I8th „ 


{Ooea throngh 
for 6 years 
Temple r 


Jeremiah called, 
the country 
reforming^.) 
epaured. 
Book of Law. 


629. 
624. 


SUt „ 


Pass 

Battle of 

Ist Battle at 


over. 

Megiddo, Death. 

Carchemish. 


610. 



Jehoahaz 8 months. 



JeholaUxn (by Pharcioh) 11 years. 
2nd Battle at Carchemish. 



ith year of reign 



7th 



Vth 



N 



»» 



Comes under Chaldcea. 

Rebels. against Babylon. 
Attacked by Syrians, 
&c., for 8 yean. 
Slain in sally in sie^^. 



610. 
606. 

608. 

599. 



Jeholachln 3 months. 



Zedeklali (by Chaldasant), 
(11 years.) 



599. 



2nd or Zrd year, 
ith 



Sth 

9th 

llth 



i» 



99 



»» 



») 



Agitation against Babylon 

throughout Syria. 
Jer.*s letters to Babylon. 596. 
Ambassadors at Jerusalem. 595. 
King* 9 journey to Babylon, 
Eebeli. Army led against 

him. City besieg^ 591. 
Pharaoh's army. Siege 

raised. Jteiumed, 590. 

City taken. Zed. captive. 588. 
Oedaliah. 
Johanan. Egypt. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICEBS, FAMILIES, & PERSONS 
NAMED IN THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH. 

L-*THE BOTAL FAMILT {of ludak.) (o/BabyUm.) 

jQilali—Father of Nabopolassar. 

1 Jehoahaz. Nebuchadnezzar. 

2 Jeboiakim. Evil-merodacL 

Jehoiachiiu Labynitus. 

3 Zedekiab. {BeUhaazar). 
3 sons. 1 grandson. 

n.— FAMUJES OF FBINGSS OB FBIEBTS. 

Uaaselali— Governor of the city under Joiiali (^). 

2 Ohr. xxxiv. 8. 

Nertah— Father of 

Baruch, ch. xzzii 12. 
Seraiah, ch. IL 59. 

SJuplian— Scribe or secretary to Joatab. 
Ahikam, ch. xxvL 

Gedaliah, ch. xiix. 14. 
Gemariah, ch. zxxvi 10-12. 
Elasah, ch. xxiz. 3. 

Ktaaaelali (High Priest), 
Zephaniah, ch. xxL 1. 
Zedekiah, ch. xzix. 21. 

PEBSOMB: — 

Shemaiah the Nehelamite, ch. xxix. 24-32. 
Ahab, son of Kolaiah — false prophet— ch. xxix. 
Urijah, son of Shemaiah, of Kirjath-jearim, ch. xxvi. 
Pashur, son of Immer, second priest or pakid, ch. xz. 
Pashur, of the house of Malchijah, ch. zzi 1. . 
Elishama^ secretary to King Jehoiakiin, zxxvi. 12. 
Jehudi, son of Nethaniah, ch. xxxvi. 14. 
Cnshi, an Ethiopian {Cush), or a Jew of that name. 
Ishmael, son of Nethaniah (of the seed^o^cU), ch. xlL 
Johanan, son of Kareab, ch. xli. 

K 
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deaUiy ch. zzz^iiL 4^ 5, xxxrii 15-21, xxxyiiL 6-20. He 
cannot he dain daring these 41 Years, for Grod had fore 
shown that at the capture of the city, at their close, he 
should be kindly treated, ch. L 18, 19, xt. 20, xz. 11. 

3b He predicts with singular clearness the restoration 
from Babylon after 70 years — not before—clu xiL 15, 
xvi 15, xxiv. 5-7 ; and in proof of his prediction, buys 
a field at Anathoth on the eve of the capture of the city, 
cL xxxiL 

4. He declares that Jehoahaz "thaU see this land no 
more," cL xxii. 11, 12 ; and, contrary to the expectation 
of thepeople, he died in Eaypt, 

5. He foretold that jjfumachin and his mother shoald 
lose their crown, cL xiiL 18. They were taken away by 
Nebuchadnezzar, never to return ; 2 Ks. xxiv. 12. 

6. He predicted a dishonoured death to Jehouzkim, and 
his body was dragged along and cast forth heyond the gate 
of Jerusalem, like that of a malefactor. 

7. He foretold that Zedekiah should go to Babylon, and 
yet should not, a* a captive, see it; and we read that he 
was deprived of sight at Biblah, and taken thence to 
Babylon, where he died. 

8. He predicted the death of Eananiah wiihiu the year, 
ch. xxviiL 1-4 — and within two months he died. (See for 
similar judgments, 1 Ks. xiii. 21-23 ; 2 Ks. v. 27 ; Isa 
xxii. 15-19.) 

9. He foretold to Pashwr, to the false prophets Ahah 
and Zedekiah, and to Shemaiah, punishments exactly in 
accordance with their characters and actions, and in every 
case the event was as he foretold. (See for similar pre- 
dictions of proximate events, Acts v. 9, xiiL 1 1.) Thus 
while the remote predictions (ch. xxiii. 6) satisfy thinking 
minds of all ages, those relating to proximate events, such 
as have been specified, left those of his own times without 
excuse. — Puseifs Lectures on Daniel ; and Smiths Dictionary 
of the BiUe, 

Mode of Announdng their Prophecies. — ^The manner in 
which the prophets announced their predictions varied 
according to circumstances. Sometimes they uttered them 
in a public place ; sometimes their predictions were affixed 
to the gates of the Temple, where all could read them, 
ch. vii. 2 ; often when some striking lesson was specially 
'^d, the prophets would walk about the streets in 
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sackcloth, with some remarkable illastration of the punish- 
ment denounced. Thus Jeremiah wears ^ yokes and bonds,'' 
and breaks the potter's vesseL Sometimes the prophecies 
were sealed and shut up, that the originals might oe pre- 
served until they were fulfilled, and then compai-ed with 
the event — Isai. viii. 16 ; Jer. zxzii 14 ; Dan. viii. 26, zii. 4; 
and Ezek. xiL 7, with 2 Ks. xzv. 4, 5. It seems to have 
been customary to deposit the writings of the prophets in 
the Tabernacle, or lay them up before the Lord ; 1 Sam. 
X. 25. 
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ASSYRIAN GHSONOLOaT. 

« p Ordinary 

•°*^* Chronology. 

Tiglath Pileser 745-727 747 

Shalmanezer IV. ... 727-722 729 

Sargon 722-705 (Qy. Sennacherib.) 

Sennacherib 705-681 717 

Esarhaddon 681-668 710 

Assur-bani-pal 668-626 669 

Bel-zakir-iskum ... 626-620 — 

Aflsur-evil-ili 620-607 648 

Fall of Nineveh ... 607 626 
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APPENDIX F. 



man phterts, 


KINGS, AND PROPHETS. 




(From 810 to 400.) 






KINQ8. 


HIGH PRIESTS. 


PROPHETS. 

(Ut Oroup.) 


810. 


UBlalL 




Jonab. 
Hosea. 








JoeL 
Amos. 


747. 


Ahaz. 


Urijah. 




721. 


Hftitlrtftl!. 




Obadiab 
Micah. 




Manaaseh. 


Shallnm. 


Nahum. 




AinoxL 




{2nd Oroup.) 


641. 


JOBlalL 


HiUdah. 


Zephaniah. 
Habakkok. 


610. 


Jehoiakim. 




Jeremiah, 






{Pcahur\ 


EzekieL 






atcond priest 


DanieL 


599. 


Jehoiachin.- 


or t<igan, 
{Joiada). 






Zedekiah. 


Seraiah. 
{Zephaniah), 
tecond priest 




588. 


Captivity. 


or sagan. 


• 




{for 70 yean) 


Jehozadak. 


(3rd Oroup.) 


536. 


ZerubbabeL 




Zechariah. 
Haggai. 


457. 


Ezra. 


Eliashib. 




448. 


Nehemiah. 

AP 


Joiada. 


MalacbL 




PENDIX G. 





THE HISTORY OF THE ARE AND TABERNACLE 
IN CONNECTION WITH SHILOH. 

Ch. vil 12. 

When the Israelites entered the promised land, the Ark 
was at first kept at Gilgal, until the conquest of the laud 
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had been completed ; Josh, xviii. 10. On the subjugation 
of the country it was removed to Shiloh, and remained 
there from the time of Joshua to that of Eli, over three 
hundr&i yeoars ; (b.o. 1430 to 1120); Josh, xviii 10; 
Judges xviii. 31 ; 1 Sam. iv. 3. 

In the distribution of land which then took place, (Josh, 
xviii. 10, xix. 61), Shiloh was placed within the tribe of 
Ephraim ; Josh. xvL 5. In Judges xxL 19-23, we have 
recorded the seizure of some of *' the daughters of Shiloh " 
by the Benjamites, to prevent the extinction of their tribe. 

In Eli's time, about 1100 B.C., the Ark was brought into 
the battle-field against the Philistines, but in consequence 
of the ungodliness of Eli's house, the Lord suffered it to be 
taken. *' He forsook the tabernacle of ShUoh^ the tent which 
he had pUuM among men; and ddwered his strength into 
captivity f and his glory into the enemt^s hand;** Psa. 
Ixxviii. 60, 61. 

Thus after 300 vears the Ark and Tabernacle (Exod. 
xxv-xl.) were finally separated. The Ark never again 
rested in the Tabernacle which Moses had erected. 

After its capture by the Philistines, it was restored after 
seven months to Israel. It was brought first to Beth- 
shemesh, afterwards to Kirjath-jearim, where it remained 
for over 80 years until David's reign — B.c. 1050 to 48 — 
when it was taken first to the house of Obededom, and 
afterwards to the temporarv tent or tabernacle which the 
king had erected for it at tferusalem. 

On the rebellion of Absalom, it was at first brought after 
David, but he caused it to be restored again to its place. 
It was finally placed in the Temple by Solomon. 

The Tabexnade meanwhile remained at Shiloh during 
the whole period of the Judges. From Shiloh it was taken 
to Nob ; 1 Sam. xii. 1-6— to Gibeon ; 1 Chron. xvL 39 — 
(still without the Ark, which was never at Nob or Gibeon) 
until the reign of David, when a new Tabernacle was 
erected for the Ark in Jerusalem. 

The old Tabernacle of Moses retained at Gibeon a kind 
of historic sanctity, having lost everything sacred but the 
old altar of burnt offenugs ; 1 Chron. xxi 29. This 
divided worship at Jerusalem and Gibeon, remained until, 
under Solomon, the sanctity of both was merged in the 
higher alory of the Temple,—'' Smith's Diet, of the Bible,** 
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LINB-OHART ILLU3TRA.TTNO THE HISTORY OF 
THE TABERNACLE AND ARK. 



1450. 



Erected by Moses. 
Set up at Gilgral, 

„ „ siinoii. 



After this they are 



1120. 



separated fioally. 



i 



Battle of 
Ebenezer. 



Tabernacle 

at ShUoh 



at Glbeon. 




hi 

.Temple 

Solomoii. 



ArlL 

Philistines. 

Bethshemesh. 

Kiijath-jearim 

^2 



a« 



00 



ObededoxD. 
In tent in Je- 
xusalem. 
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APPENDIX H. 



QUOTATIONS. 

From Isaiah^ ch. xv., xvi. ; foand in Jer. xlviii. 
From Obadiahf vrs. 1-4 ; „ „ ch. xlix. 7-17. 

From his own earlier writings — 

Ch. vL 13 ; found in ch. yiil 10. 

V. 9 ; „ „ ix. 8. 

ii. 28 ; „ „ xi. 12. 

ii. 20 ; „ ,1 XX. 12. 

xvii. 15 ; ^ „ xxii. 4. 

xtL 14 ; „ „ xxiiL 7. 

vii. 14 ; „ „ xxvi. 6. 

xxiii. 19 ; „ „ xxx. 23. 

xxxi 35 ; „ „ xxxiii. 25. 

XT. 2 ; „ „ xliii, 11. 

XXX. 11 ; „ y, xItL 28. 
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If 
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if 
if 
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From the Book of Jeremiah in the New Testament- 
Ch. ii. 13 ; found in John iv. 14. 



n 


ii. 21; 


ti 


Matt. xxi. 33. 


ii 


ii. 30 ; 


it 


Acts viL 52. 


n 


vi. 16; 


ft 


Matt. xi. 29. 


n 


▼11. 11; 


M 


„ xxi. 13. 


ii 


ix. 23, 24 ; 


» 


1 Cor. L 29-31. 


ii 


XL 19; 


n 


Luke XX. 14, 15. 


ft 


xviiL 6; 


it 


Bom. ix. 2. 


ft 


xxiii 6 ; 


it 


1 Cor. i. 30. 


ft 


xxix. 7 ; 


a 


1 Tim. ii. 2. 


ft 


xxTi Ifi ; 


a 


Matt. iL 17, 18. 


it 


„ 31-34 


i it 


Heb. viii. 8-10. 


ft 


>i S3; 


it 


„ X. 16-17. 


ft 


xxxiiL 16 ; 


V 


1 Cor, 130. 



From the Book of Jeremiah through Zechariah — 
Zech. xi. 12« 13 ; found in Matt, xxvii. 9, 10. 
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TABLE OF FESTIVALS. 



Sftcred 
Tear. 


MoDth. 


FestiyaL 


BE 


OINNINQ OF THE 8A 


CBED YEAR. 


18T 


AMD (Marek,) 

Ex. zii 2, or 


14. Feast of Passover, 1 Cor. v.?, 8. 

15. „ Unleavened Bread. 




NlBaiL, Ex. xxilL 




„ FirBtPnutB,lCor.xv.20. 


2nd 


Zif (April.) 






3rd 


BlTan (May,) 

Lev. xxiii. 




„ Pentecost, Acts iL 
„ First Fruits of Wheat. 


4th 


Tanmiiii (June.) 
Ezek. viii. 14. 






5th 


Ab (July.) 

Neh. x. 


9. 


Temple taken by Chaldeans, 
(and by Romans.) 


6th 


EliU (August.) 

Neh. vi. 15. 


14. 


„ of Wood Offering. 
( Xylophoria. ) 




CIVIL YEAB BE 


GINS. 


7th 


Tizrl (September.) 
1 Kb. viiL 2. 


1. 
10. 
15. 


Feast of Trumpets. 

Day of Atonement, Lev. xvL 

Feast of Tabernacles, 

John vii. S7. 


8th 


Bnl (October.) 






9th 


ChlBlen (November.) 




Feast of Dedication. 


10th 


Tebeth (December.) 






11th 


Sebat (January.) 
Zech. i. 7. 






12th 


Adax (February.) 
Esther ix. 


14. 


Feast of Furim. 


13th 


Ve-Adar. 


13. 


Lunar Month (added when 
necessaiy.) 
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APPENDIX K. 



POINTS OF JOSIAH^ BEFOBMATION. 

In Sth year of his reigUy when only 16 years old, B.c. 634. 

He purges Judah and Jenisalem from high places and 
groves — ^from carved and molten imagea 

He breaks down the Altars of Baalim, with the sim Images 
over them; he turns the images into dust, and strews it on 
the graves of those that burnt sacrifice. 

He burns the bones of the idolatrous priests on tlie 
altars. 

He extends his reformation to Mana&seh, Ephraim, 
Simeon, and Naphtali, {to cities of the 10 tribes) ; 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 3-7. 

In \%th year of his reiffn, b.c. 624. 

He repairs tlie Temple ; collects money for repairs through 
the Levites who kept the door ; finds the Book of the Law ; 
and is warned bj the prophetess Huldab. 

He confirms the Covenant in the house of the Lord ; 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 8-32. 

In \%th year, b.o. 624. 

He removes the vessels of Baal from the Temple ; bums 
them all outside Jerusalem, at the brook of Kidron; carries 
the aahes to Bethel. 

He degrades the Chemarlm {^Uhe black ones" from their 
black garments — see Zeph. L 4, 5, 9 ; Jer. iL 6, 20, 22) 
who used to burn incense in the high places to Baal, to 
the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars — ^the host ofheavenJ* 

He removes the Qrove from the house of the Lord ; he 
burns it at Kidron^ and strews the powder on the graves 
of the children of the people. 

He breaks down the houses of the Sodomites bj the 
house of the Lord, where the women wove hangings for 
the grove; removes the priests from all the cities of tfudah, 
and defiles the high places from Geba to Beersheba ; he 
breaks down also the nigh places of the gates, at the gate of 
Joshua the Grovemor. 
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He defiles Tophet; remoyes the houses of the Sun at the 
entry of the Lord's house, near the chamber of Nathan- 
melech ; he burns the chariots of the Sun. 

He breaks down the altars on the top {roof; Jer. xix. 
13) of the upper chamber of Ahaz, and the altars in the 
two courts of the Lord's house erected bj Manasseh, and 
Ciists their dust into Kidron. 

He defiles the high places near the MowrU of Corruption 
(Mt. of Olives P) erected by Solomon for Ashtaretn^ for 
Ohemoshf and for MUcom, 

He breaks down the Altax at Bethel, and the high places 
of Jeroboam ; and bums the grove. 

He pollutes the sepulchres in the mound, and bums the 
bones found in them on the altar; fulfilling thereby the 
prophecy spoken nearly 400 years before-^1 Ks. xiiL 2 ; 
but spares the sepulchre of the man of God who uttered 
the prophecy. 

He takes away the houses of the high places in the cities 
of Samaria, slays the priests on the attars, and bums men's 
bones on them. 

l8tkor I9th year, B,a 624 <yr 623. 
He keeps the Feast of Passover (14th of Abib). 



The Reformation effected by king Josiah, though ap- 
parently sweeping in its measures, was really superficial ; 
the heart of the nation having been wholly opposed to it. 

(1.) At a later period Jeremiah censures the people for 
backsliding from this covenant. See Order of ^oents^ p. 
16, and on ch. iii, 6 — ^iv: 4 ; and at the close of the same 
predictions (ch. xL, xii) reminds them of the promiaes 
made at that time. — See Part IL 

(2.) When they are reproved by Jeremiah at Tahpeoes 
in Egypt, they answered by shewing that they had nev^ 
willingly given up the worship of the host of heaven, &a, 
and that all their troubles as a nation had arisen from the 
cessation of idolatrous worship in this reign. — See ch. 
xlL-xliv. 
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GEOGSAPHT OF THE BOOK OF JEBEMIAH. 

From 2 Ks. xxiii. 8, 19, and from 2 Chron. xxxiv. 6 and 7, 
it is evident that Josiah's dominions included the territory 
of the ten tribes — "o/^ the land of Israel; " a grant having 
been made, apparently, by the king of Nineveh to Man- 
asseh when he was restored to the throne, of all that had 
belonged to " Israd " before the ten tribes were carried 
away. The whole map of Palestine should therefore be 
carefully studied, also the principal divisions of the land 
of Egypt^ and such places in Chaldea, Assyria, and Syria 
as are referred to. 

I. Palestine. — The boundaries of the tribes — four to the 
norths four to the souths one and a Tialf central^ and two and 
a half beyond Jordan — should be known with accuracy ; 
also the principal mountains, hills, rivers, plains, &c., 
within them. The plains of Jezreel, Sharon, Jordan. 
The moimtalns of Megiddo, Mount Gilboa, Little Hermon, 
Tabor, Carmel range, and Hermon. The routes from 
north to south should be indicated by a line on an outline 
map — (1) by the coast round Mount Carmel ; (2) through 
the hills, by Shechem ; (3) by valley of Jordan ; also the 
route from Babylon to Judea, by Carchemish and Biblah. 
Places, — as Shiloh, Shechem, Mizpah, Geba, Beersheba, 
Bamah, and Gibeon. 

II. Syria. — Mount Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, enclos- 
ing in their valley Cuele Syria, Baalbec, or Heliopolis. 
The river Orontes. Biblah, Hamath should be accurately 
placed ; latitude and longitude being attended ta 

III. JEgypt.^-The general division of the country into 
Upper and Lower Egypt, and their relation geographically 
to Ethiopia. The l)elta of the Nile, with its principal 
mouths. Pharaoh Necho's canal (?). Bethshemesh ; On, 
or Heliopolis ; Pelusium ; Tahpenes, &a The locality 
of the Pyramids. The ^'Jive cities " of Isaiah xix. should 
be known. 

Babylonia, — Where the ten tribes were located ; also the 
places referred to in the history of the period, — Babylon, 
Sepharvaim, Calneh, Tadmor (Palmyra), the course of the 
Euphrates, also of the Chebar {EzekieVs place of exile). 
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QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION. 

Book of Jsriemiah. Part L 

1. What were the principal events in the reign of 
Joisiah? 

2. How does it appear that the reformation effected hy 
Joeiah was only superficial 7 

3. From the points of Josiah's reformation, the state of 
Judah, morally and religiously, before the captivity, may 
be accurately defined. 

4 What reason may be assigned why the captivity in 
Babylon lasted for exactly seventy years? 

5. Give some account of the following persons : Seraiah; 
Ebed-melech ; Ahab, son of Kolaiah ; Shemaiah, the 
Nehelamite ; Baruch, the scribe. 

6. What are the offices indicated by the terms EahscKru, 
Rabmagj given to some of the Chaldean princes 7 

7. Give some instances of retributive punishment nar- 
rated in the book of Jeremiah. 

8. Give a brief account of the kings, from Josiah's time 
to the close of the kingdom of Judah, defining the relation 
of each to Josiah, and the duration of their reigna 

9. How many kings reigned in Babylon after the first 
king 7 Give their names, and the year when each begaa 
to reign. 

10. Some of Jeremiah's predictions were fulfilled in his 
own life time. Give some instances. 

11. Sketch with pen or pencil a map of Palestine, and 
define the positions of the following places : Mizpah, 
Shiloh, Bethlehem, and Shechem. 

12. Where were Biblah, Carchemish, and Bethshemesh? 

13. There is internal evidence that Jeremiah's writings 
were collected in his own time. 

14 On what occasions was the roll read by Baruch? 
What was the roll, and where was it destroyed ? 

15. Where was the king's ** winter house /" 

16. Give a brief sketch of the political history of Judah 
daring the closing years of its kiugdom. 

17. For what purpose did Zedekiah visit Babylon early 
in his reign 7 
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18. State generally the contents of Jeremiah's letters to 
the Jews in Babylon. How many were there ? 

19. Who were the Bechabites ? Define the relation in 
which Jonadab stood to Bechab ; name also their chief in 
Jeremiah's times. 

20. Why did Jeremiah bring them into one of the 
Temple chambers ? 

21. Explain the reason of Jeremiah's severe censure of 
the Jews with reference to the Hebrew slaves. 

22. Under what circumstances and in what year was 
this censure addressed to them ? 

23. Where did Jehoiakim and Jehoahaz die ? 

24. What reasons may be assigned for Josiah's deter- 
mination to oppose Pharaoh Necho ? 

25. Who was Pharaoh Hophra ? Describe the events 
which connect him with the history of Judah. 

26. Why did Jeremiah buy his cousin's field ? 

27. On various occasions King IZedekiah applied to 
Jeremiah for counsel and advice. Give the times, places, 
and circumstances of each application. 

28. How often was Jeremiah imprisoned? Give the 
causes and circumstances. 

29. Show, by a pen or pencil sketch, in what place 
Zedekiah attempted to escape at the taking of Jerusalem, 
and say why he took that direction. 

30. Give a brief sketch of the history of the remnant 
left under Gedaliah by Nebuzar-adan^ from the taking of 
the city to their arrival in Egypt 
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PHILIPS' 

EDUCATIONAL CATALOGUE. 



Philips* Comprehensive School Atlas 

Of Ancient and Modem Geography, comprising Thirty-seven 
Modem and Seven Ancient Maps, constructed from the latest 
and best authorities. The Maps carefully printed in colors. 
Edited by W» Hughes, F.R.G.S. Accompanied by a Con- 
ioltine Index, carefully compiled. New and improved edition. 
Imperial 8va, strongly half- bound, los. 6d. 



Philips' Student's Atlas, 

Comprising Thirty-eight authentic Maps of the Principal Countries 
of the World. The Maps carefully printed in colors. Edited 
by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. With a copious Consulting 
Index. Imperial 8vo., strongly bound in clotn, 7s. 6d. 



Philip^ Select School Atlas^ 

Comprising Twenty-four authentic Maps of the Principal Countries 
of the World. The Maps carefully printed in colors. Edited 
by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. With a copious Consulting 
Index. Imperial Svo., new and cheaper edition, strongly 
bound in cloth, 5s* 

Philips' Introductory School Atlas, 

Comprising Eighteen Maps of the Principal Countries of the World, 
clearly engraved, and carefully printed in colors. Edited by 
W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. Accompanied by a Consulting Indix. 
New and cheaper edition. Imperial ovo., bound in doth, 
3s. 6d. 

Philips^ Young Student's At lets ^ 

Comprising Thirty-six Maps of the Principal Countries of the 
Wofld, printed in colors. Edited by W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
Imperial 4to., bound in cloth, 3s. 6d. 
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Philips^ Atlas far Beginners^ 

Comprising Thirty-two Maps of the Principal Countries of the 
Worid, constructed from the best authorities, |uid engraved in 
the best style. New and enlarged edition, with a i^uable 
Consulting Index, on a new plan. Edited by W. Hughes, 
F.R.G.S. The Maps beautifully printed in colon. Crown 
quarto, strongly bound in doth, 2s. 6d. 

Thli fhTOurlta Atlas, which Is fai use hi most of the Principal Schools in Qreat 
Britain and tha Colonies, contains ail the Maps that are required by a Junior 
Glass of Learners, and may be used conjointly with any Elementary Book on 
Qeography. It is, howerer, more esMcially designed as a Companion to 
Hugher ''^ElamentaiyOlasB-Bookof Modem Geo^phy," eTery nameoootalned 
in which work will be found in the Maps oomprisinf uu Atlai. 

Philips Handy Atlas of General Geography^ 

Containing Thirty-two Maps, with a Consulting Index. Edited 
by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. Crown 8yo., strongly bound 
in doth, 2S. 6d. 



Philips^ Young Scholar's Atlas. 

New and enlarged edition, containing Twenty-four Maps, printed 
in colon. Edited by W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. Imperial 4to, 
bound in cloth, zi. 6d. 

Philip i First School Atlas. 

New and enlarged edition, containing Twenty-four Maps, full 
colored. Crown quarto, bound in doth, is. 



Philips Shilling Atlas, 

Containing Twelve Imperial quarto Maps of Modem Geography, 
constructed from tne most recent authorities, carefully printed 
in colors. Imperial 4to., in illustrated cover, is. 



Philips^ Preparatory Atlas^ 

Containing Sixteen Maps, full colored. Crown quarto, in neat 
cover, 6d. 

Philips Preparatory Outline Atlas. 

Sixteen Maps. Crown quarto, printed on fine cream-wove paper, 
in neat cover, 6d. 
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Philips Preparatory Atlas of Blank 

Projections. 

Sixteen Maps. Crown quarto, printed on fine cream*wove psper, 
in neat cover, 6d. 

Philips* Elementary Atlas for Young 

Learners. 

Sixteen Maps. Full colored. Small quarto, in neat cover, 6d. 



Philips* Elementary Outline Atlas. 

Sixteen Maps. Small qoarto, printed on fine cream-wove paper, 
in neat cover^ 6d. 

Philips* Initiatory Atlas for Young Learners^ 

Containing Twelve Maps, constmcted from the best authorities. 
Imperial i6mo., neat cover, 3d. ; with the Maps colored, 6d. ; 
doth limp, 8d.; strongly bound in doth, is. 



Philips* Atlas of Wales ^ 

Compriang Twelve Maps of the separate Counties. Drawn and 
engraved byjohn Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. Beautifully printed 
in colors. Cfrown 4to., neat cover, 6d. 



Philips* Atlas of the British Empire 
throughout the Worlds 

A Series of Sixteen Maps, with Explanatory and Statistical Notes, 
by John Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. New edition, corrected to 
date. Imperial 8vo,, bound in doth, 3s. 6d. 



Philips* School Atlas of Australia^ 

Comprising Maps of the separate Colonies, induding a General 
Map of Austrslia, and Maps of New Zealand and Tasmania, 
oonstmcted and engraved by John Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. 
The Maps carefully printed in colors. Crown quarto, bound 
in doth, 2s. 
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Philips^ School Atlas of New Zealand^ 

Comprising Eleven Maps, constructed by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
The Maps carefully printed in colon. Crown quarto, bound 



in doth, as. 



Hughes* s Training School Atlas ^ 

A Series of Maps illustrating the Physical Geography of the Great 
Divisions of the Globe. The Maps carefuSy printed in colors. 
New and enlarged edition. By William Hughes, F.R.G.S,, 
author of a '* Class-Book of Physical Geography," &&, && 
Medium folio, cloth lettered, 15s. 

The Tndninff-School Atlai ii a work Altogether distinct in charaetarfrom iny 
of tboM previoutly deiicribed. It oon^ta of a Mriee of Mape (sixteen in 
number) designed to illustrate, on a scale of large size, and in a sbrictly dear 
and methodical manner, the leading features in the Physical Geography— Ist, 
of the World at large ; 2ndly. of the Great Divisions of the Globe (Europe, &c.) ; 
trdlT, of the British Islands; and lastly, of the Holy Land. TbePoUtical 
Divisions of the earth at the present time are embodied upon the information 
thus afforded, but in luoh a manner aa not to interfere with its dear and 

Philips* School Atlas of Physical Geography^ 

Comprising a Series of Maps and Diagrams illustrating the- Natural 
Features, Climates, Various Prc^uctions, and Chief Natural 
Phenomena of the Globe. Edited by W. Hughes, FJLG.S. 
Imperial 8vo., strongly bound in doth, los. 6d. 

*f * This Atlas is intended as a oompanion volume to Hughee^i "GfaMe-book 
of physical Geography." 

Philips* Physical Atlas for Beginners^ 

Comprising Twelve Maps, constructed by W. Hughes, F.R.G.S., 
and adapted for use in Elementary Classes. The Maps very 
clearly engraved, and beautifully printed in colors. New and 
cheaper edition. Crown quarto, stiff cover, is.; cloth 
lettered, is. 6d. 

«*« This Atlas ts Intended to accompany " Philips' Elemontary ClsM-Book of 
Physical Geography." 



Philips* School Atlas of Classical Geography^ 

A Series of Eighteen Maps,, constructed by William Hughes, 
F.R.G.S., and engraved in the first style of the art. The 
Maps printed in colors. A carefully compiled Consulting 
Index accompanies the work, in which is given the mtdtm as 
well as the ancient names of places. Medium quarto, bound 
in doth, 5s. 
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Philips Handy Classical Atlas^ 

A Series of Eighteen Mapiy oonttnicted br W. Hughes, F.R.G.S.; 
dearly and distinctly engraved, and beautifully printed in 
colon. Medium Svo., doth lettexed, as. 6d. 

Philips School Attas of Scripture Geography^ 

A Series of Twelve Maps, constructed bv William Hughes, 
F.R.G.S., and engraved in the best style. The Maps care- 
fully printed in colors. New and cheaper edition. Crown 
4to., in stiff cover, is. ; doth lettered, is. 6d. ; with a valuable 
Consulting Index, and strongly bound in doth, 2s. 6d. 

Philips Smaller Scripture Atlas^ 

Containing Twdve Maps, constructed by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
The Maps beautifully printed in colors. Imperial i6mo., 
illustrated cover, ^6d. ; doth lettered, is. 
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Philips* Atlas of Outline Maps, 

For the use of Schools and for Private Tuition. Printed on fine 
Drawing Paper. Size — 1 1 inches by 13 inches. Three Series, 
each contaimng Thirteen Maps, stitched in a neat cover, 38. 

Philips Atlas of Blank Projections^ 

With the Lines of Latitude and Longitude, intended for the use of 
Students learning to construct Maps. Printed on fine Drawing 
Paper. Size — 11 inches by 13 mches. Three Series, each 
oontiuning Thirteen Maps, stitched in a neat cover, 3s. 

Hughes's Atlas of Outline Maps^ 

With the Physical Features dearly and accuratdy delineated; 
consisting of Eastern Hemisphere — Western Hemisphere — 
Europe — ^Asia— Africa— North America — South America- 
Australia— The British Islands— England and Wales— Scot- 
land — Ireland — France — Spain — Germany — Italy — Greece- 
India — Palestine. Size — 21 inches by 17 inches. Medium 
folio, bound in doth, 7s. 6d, 
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Hugkeis Atlas of Blank Projections^ 

Containing the lame Mant at in the ** Outline Atlas,** and cone- 
•ponding in aize and acale* Siie — ^ai inches \xj 17 inches. 
Medium folio^ bound in cloth» 7s. 6d. 

Philips^ Imperial Outline Atlas. 

Sise— II inches bj 13 inches. Printed on Drawing Paper. Two 
Series, each containing Twelve Maps, stitched in neat cover, is. 



Philips^ Imperial Atlas of Blank Projections. 

Size-^ii Inches by 13 inches. Printed on Drawing Paper. Two 
Series, each containing Twelve Maps, stitched in neat cover, is. 



Philips Outline Atlas for Beginners^ 

Being Outlines of the Maps in Philips' " Atlas for Beginners.* 
Size— '10 inches by 8 inches. Printed on fine Drawing Paper. 
Two Series, each containing Sixteen Maps, demy quarto, 
ttitdied in neat cover, is. 



Philips^ Atlas of Blank Projections for 

Beginners^ 

Uniform in size and scale vrith the " Outline Atlas." Size— 10 
Inches by 8 inches. Printed on fine Drawing Paper. Two 
Series, each containing Sixteen Maps, demy quarto, stitched in 
neat cover^ is. 



Philips^ Outline Atlas, 

For Students Preparing for the Oxford or Cambridge Local Ex* 
aminations. In neat cover. Junior Classes, is.. 64* S for Senior 
Classes. 2s. 



Philips Series of i^arge School-room Maps. 

With the Physical Features boldly and distinctly delineated, and 
the Political Boundaries carefully colored. Size — 5 feet 8 
inches by 4 feet 6 inches. Mounted on rollen and varnished 
Constructed by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. 

LIST OF THE MAPS. 

/Vtee Sixteen ShiUinfft eaeK 

THE WORLD IN HEMI- 

SPHERES. 
EUROPE. 
ASIA. 
AFRICA. 



NORTH AMERICA. 
SOUTH AMERICA. 



AUSTRALIA 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 

SCOTLAND. 

IRELAND. 

PALESTINE. 

INDIA. 



Price Twenty-one ShiUinge each. 



THE WORLD ON MERCA- 
TOR'S PROJECTION. 

THE BRITISH ISLANDS. 

NEW ZEALAND, by Dr. 
Hector and Thos. A. Bow- 
den, B.A. 



OCEANIA, on a Scale of two 
degrees to an inch, shewing 
the situation of New Zealand 
and the Australian Colonies 
relatively to the shores of 
Asia and North America, 
vrith the intervening Islands. 



Supplementary Maps to the Series. 

SCHOOL WALL MAP OF THE WORLD, ON GALL'S 
CYLINDRICAL PROJECTION. Drawn and engraved by 
John Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. Size— 6 feet 6 inches by 4 feet 
7 inches. Mounted on rollers and varnished, £\ 5s. 

PHILIPS' INDUSTRIAL MAP OF ENGLAND AND 
WALES, vrith part of SCOTLAND ; showing the Lines of 
Railway, the Seats of the Principal Manufactures, and the 
Districts of Mines and Minerals ; distinguishing Canals and 
Navigable Rivers, tracing the Tracks of Foreign and Coasting 
Steam Vessels, marking the Position of Lighthouses, &c. 
Constructed from the most authentic sources, and revised by 
"William Hughes, F.R.G.S. Size— 6 feet by 4 feet 9 inches. 
Mounted on rollers and varnished, £\ 5s. 
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Philips Smaller Series of School-roam Maps. 

Size— >3f6etbTa feet6inchei. Mounted on xollen snd Tunithed, 
eadi 7s. od. 

EAfteni Hemisphere* 

Western Hemisphere. 

Eniope. 

Asia. 

Africa* 

North America. 

South America. 



Awtialia. 

N^ Zealand. 

England and Walesa 

Scotland. 

Ireland. 

Palestine. 

Wanderings of the Israelites. 



Tht above m redaetloni of fbo Uurgo torlM, oomtruotad \xj WtlliMB Hoghoi, 
F.R.O.8., snd wo designed for um in Privato Sohool* and CWilioi. Tbo7 ur« 
dearly and dietinctly ongraTed, and ombodj an amount of Information not to 
bo bad in anj aimilar eoneB of Mape. 



Philips' New School Maps of the Counties 

of England. 

Prepared oznreieW for nee in Publlo Elementary Soboola, to meet Ibo Teqniro> 
mente of the New Code; the Physical Features are boldly delineated, and the 
style of Enmvlng is clear and distinct ; the Railway System Is a prominent 
ieature, and OTory necessary detail bae been carefully glTon. 

LAHCA8HIBS AKD CHE8HIBK. Size— 5 feet 8 inches by 4 feet 
6 inches. Reduced from the Ordnance Survey. Drawn and 
engraved bv John Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. Scale — 1| mile to 
one inch. Mounted on rollers and varnished, 161. 

LAHCA8HIBE. Size— 37 inches by 54 inches. Reduced from the 
Ordnance Survey. Drawn and engraved by John Bartholomew, 
F.R.G.S. Scale if mile to one inch. Mounted on rollers and 
varnished, los. 6d. 

T0BX8HIBB. Size— ^7 inches by 54 inches. Reduced from the 
Ordnance Survey. Drawn and engraved by John Bartholomew, 
F.R.G.S. Scale — 3 miles to one inch. Mounted on rolleis 
and varnished, los. 6d. 

GEE8HIBE. Size— 33 inches by 44 inches. Reduced from the 
Ordnance Survey. Drawn and engraved by John Bartholomew, 
F.R.G.S. Scale — if mile to one inch. Mounted on rollers 
and varnished, 7s. 6d. 

8TA7F0BD8HIBE. Size— 35) inches by 54 inches. Reduced 
firom the Ordnance Surv^. Drawn aind engraved by John 
Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. Scale— 2^ miles to I inch. Mounted 
on rollers and varnished, 12s, 

Othar CounUet in Pr^paraHon. 
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PHILIPS' 

Series of Reading Books 

fOE V»m DT 

Public Elementary Schools. 

EDITED BY 

JOHN G. CROMWELL, M.aV, 

riJJIGIPAL or ST. XARKli OOLbMl, CBBLSIA. 



SpwUdly adapted to the reqmrementi of the Nef» Code. 

PBIKBB 80 pp., strongly bound in eloUi...O • 

FIRST BOOK—Part t 96 pp., strougly bound in cloth... 6 

FIB8T BOOK— Part II 96 ^., strongly bound in doth... • 

SBCOBD BOOK 160 pp., strongly bound in doth... 9 

THIBD BOOK 208 pp., strongly bound In doth... 1 

FOURTH BOOK 288 pp., strongly bound in doth... 1 4 

FIFTH BOOK 820 pp., strongly bound in doth... 1 9 

SIXTH BOOK 852 pp., strongly bound in doth... 2 

POETICAL READINQ BOOK 852 pp., strongly bound in doth... 2 8 

PXR8T POETIOAL BOOK 160 pp., strongly bound in doth... 1 



The prasent entirdy New Sarles of Reeding Books bes been prepared with 
much care and labour iinHer the personal supervision of the Editor : and it is 
believed everything has been d«>ne which experience in teaching ouuld suggest 
to adapt them to the educational requirements of the present time. 

The special aim of the Publishers has been to produce thoroughly good 
mad duraoie boolis : they direct the attentii>n of Teacnen and School Managers 
to the itrength <^f the tewing and firmneta qf th$ bijuling, both important 
features, Thioh caonot fail to recommend them for use in Elementarx 
Schools. 
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A ClasS'Book of Modem Geograhpy^ 

With Examinatioii Questions, by WVlliam Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
The Ezunination Question! are drawn firom the rmlt of much 
experience in tuition on the put of the Author, and will be 
found to add consldemblj to tne value of the work, as a class- 
book for popular school use. New edition, 1875. Foolscap 
Svo., doth, 3s. 6d. 

• • "phiUpi* ComprahtiMiTe Behool AtlM" is daclgiifld to loeompuij this 
work. 



An Elementary Class- Book of Modem 

Geography. 

By William Hughes, F.R.G.S. This volume is abridged from the 
larger daas^KXtk, and is designed for the use of less advanced 
pupils. New edition, 1875. Foolscap 8vo., is. 6d. 

V " PhilliM' AtlM for BtginiMn " Is dwlffned to aooompMiy this work. 

A Class-Book of Physical Geography. 

With numerous Diagrams and Examination Questions, by William 
Hughes, F. R. U. S. This volume has been prepared for popu- 
lar school use, and exhibits, in a clear and methodical manner, 
the principal facts respecting the Natural Features, Productions, 
and Phenomena of the Eai^L — New edition, entirely re-written 
and extended, with a Map of the World. Foolscap 8vo., 
doth, 3s. 6d. 

*«* '* Philips* School Atlas of Phystesl Gsogn^thy " is dsslipned to loeompany 
tliiswork. 



An Elementary Class-Book of Physical 

Geography. 

With Diagrams, by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. Intended as a 
Companion Text Book to '* Philips* Physical Atlas for Begin- 
ners," Foolscap 8vo., doth, is. 

An Elementary Treatise on Arithmetic 

For Schools and Colleges. By Thomas W. Piper, Normal Master 
and Lecturer in the National Society's Training College, 
Battersea, author of ^ Mental Arithmetic," &c. , Crown 8vo., 
doth, pp. 160, IS. 6d. 
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Advanced Arithmetic 

For Schools and Colleges. By Thomas W. Piper, Normal Master 
and Lecturer in the National Society's Training College, 
Battersea, author of " Mental Arithmetic for Training Col- 
l^es," &C. Crown Svo^ cloth, pp. 336, price 3s. 6d. 

A Class-Book of Inorganic Chemistry. 

With Tables of Chemical Analysis, and 'directions for their use ; 
compiled specially for Pupils preparing for the Oxford and 
Cambridge Middle-Class Ezammations, and the Matriculation 
Examinations of the University of London. Br D. Morris» 
B.A., Teacher of Chemistry in Liverpool College. Crown 
8vo., doth, 2S. 6d. 

Bible Reading Lessons^ 

For Secular and other Schools. Edited by Thomas A. Bowden, 
B.A.Oxon. Foolscap 8vo., doth* In Three Parts, each is. 

Bowden* s Manual of New Zealand 

Geography, 

With Eleven Maps and Examination Questions. By Thomas A. 
Bowden, B.A., late Government Inspector of Schools, assisted 
by J. Hector, M.D., F.R.S., Geologist to the New Zealand 
Government Two parts in One VoL, Foolscap 8vo., doth, 
3s. 6d. 

Part I. — Containing the General Geography of the Colony, with 
a sketch of its History and Productions. 

Part 2. — Containing a descriptive account of each Province or 
Prindpal Division. 

Bowdetis Geographical Outlines of New 

Zealand^ 

With Two Maps, and Examination Questions. By Thomas A. 
Bowden, B.A.Oxon. Foolscap 8vo., doth, is. 

Brewer^ s Manual of English Grammar^ 

Induding the Analysis of Sentences, with copious Exercises. 
Foolscap 8vo., doth, is. 
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Brewer^ s Elementary English Grammar^ 



TiiriaiBng tiie A—lyniof Sniple Scatcncw, Foolscap Svou, idff 

Brewef^s Outlines of English History^ 



For the «te of Stadentg pnqMum^ fat Kmnmitioo, Fooboip 
SffOUf ciolh, odL 

Cmwle/s Historical Geography, 

For fhe «se of PvpQ Tcadwn, Stodenls in Trai]ii]i|r Collegei^ and 
Pupils prepanng fat the Civil Senrice Examinations. New 
Editioii»b]r W.J. CCiavdey. Fookcap Syo., doth. 21. 



DAVIES' SCRIPTURE MANUALS. 



Designed for the «se of Pnpils pceparing for the Oxford and 
Cambridge Local F.yaminatinns. B7 J. Davies, Univecsitj of 
London. 

Uniibrmi/ Printed on Foolscap 8yo.» bound in doth. 

IfOTKS ON JOSHUA - Is. 



NOTU ON GKNSSIS - K 
NOTKS ON KXODUS • Is. 
NOTXS ON ST. MARK Is. 
NOTXS ON ST. LUKS Is. M. 
NOTES ON THS ACTS OF 

THKAPCSTLSS - Is. 6d. 
NOTES ON THS GOSPEL 

OF ST. MATTHEW- 2s. 
NOTES ON ST. JOHN 2s. 6d. 



KOTES ON JUDGES - Is. 
NOTES ON I. SAMUEL Is. 
NOTES ON n. SAMUEL Is. 6d. 
NOTES OH U KINGS - Is. 4kL 
NOTES ON IL KINGS- Is. 6d, 
NOTES ON EZRA - • Is. 
MANUAL OF THE CHURCH 
CATECHISM - - Is. 



UwiformwiihtAove^ 

DAVIES* MANUAL OF THE BOOK OF COMMON 
PRAYER, containing the^ Order for Morning and Evening 
Praver ; the Litany ; the Ante-Communion Service ; the 
Order of Confirmation, and the Outlines of the History of the 
Book of Common Prayer ; with a full explanation of the 
differences between the Old and the New X^ectionazy. FooU* 
cap 8vo., doth, as. 



32, FLEET STREET, LONDON ; AN D LIVERPOOL. 

Davies* Historical Mantmls^ 

Designed for the use of Pupils preparing for the Ozfozd and 
Cambridge Local Examinations. 

MANUAL OF -THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE DEATH OF EDWARD THE CONFESSOR TO 
TH2 DEATH OF KING JOHN (1066-1216). Foolscap 
8vo, doth, 28, 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF HENRY IIL TO THE DEATH 
OF RICHARD IIL (1216-1485). Foolscap 8vo, doth, 2s. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY AND LITERATURE OF 
THE TUDOR PERIOD (1485-1603) to the accession of 
James VL of Scotland. 256 pp. Foolscap 8vo, doth, 2s. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY AND LITERATURE OF 
THE STUART PERIOD, to the accession of William III. 
and Mary IL (1603- 1689). 160 pp. Foolscap 8vo, doth, is. 6d. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE REIGN OF CHARLES L TO THE END OF 
THE COMMONWEALTH (1640-1660). Foolscap 8vo, 
doth, IS. 6d. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE RESTORATION OF CHARLES IL TO THE 
REVOLUTION (1660-1688). Foolscap 8vo, doth, 28. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF JAMES L TO THE BATTLE 
OF THE BOYNE, (1603-1690). Foolscap 8vo, doth, 28. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE REVOLUTION OF 1688 TO THE DEATH OF 
QUEEN ANNE, 1714. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, is. 6d. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF WILLIAM III. TO THE 
ACCESSION OF GEORGE III. (1689-1760), and the 
Outlines of English Literature during the same period. 
Foolscap 8vo, doth, 28. 6d. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF GEORGE IIL TO THE BATTLE 
OF WATERLOO (1760-1815 A.D.) Foolscap 8vo, doth, 
28. 6d. 

MANUAL OF ENGLISH LITERATURE (1760-1815), FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF GEORGE III. TO THE BATTLE 
OF WALERLOO. Foolscap 8yo, doth, 28. 



Geography of the British Colonies 

AND FOREIGN POSSESSIONS. For the use of Students 
in Tndning Colleges, Pupil Teachers, Middle-Class Schools, 
and for Candidates preparing for the Civil Service, Army 
and Navj, &e. Designed as a Hand-Book to Philips' Atlas of 
the British Empire. New Edition, revised to 1875. By 
Rev. John P. Fauifthorpe, M.A., F.R.G.S., Vice-Prindpid 
of St John's College, Battersea. Foolscap 8vo., doth, 
price 2s. 



Hutton's Class-Book of Elementary Geology. 

By F. W. Htttton, F.G.S. Extra foolscap Svo., doth, ii. 6d. 

y ones' Spelling Book for Beginners^ 

With Memory Exercises. Foolscap 8va, doth, 6d. 

Jones' Essentials of Spellings 

With Rules for Spelling, and Exercises thereon. Third Edition. 
Foolscap 8vo., doth, is. 

« 

Lawsofis Outlines of Geography^ 

For Schools and Colleges. By William Lawson, F.ILG.S^ St 
Mark's College, Chdsea. New Edition, entirdy rewritten and 
extended. Foolscap 8va, doth, 3s. 6d. 
This work may also be had in parts— 

Part I.— THE BRITISH ISLANDS, 6d, 
• Part IL— the BRITISH COLONIES, 6d. 
Part III.— EUROPE, 9d. 
Part IV.— ASIA, AFRICA, & AMERICA, ii. 



Lawsofis Geography of River Systems. 

Foolscap 8vo., doth, is. 

Lawsofis Geography of Coast Lines. 

Foolscap 8va, doth, is. 



GEORGE PHILIP AND SON, PUBLISHERS, 



LcLwsatis Young Scholar's Geography. 

A simple book for Yotmg Learners. Foolscap 8vo., sti£f coyer, 6d. | 
bound in doth, 9d. 

Martiiis Elements of Euclid^ 

Containing the First Six Books, chiefly from the text of Dr. Simson, 
with a selection of Geometrical Problems for Solution, to- which 
aie added the parts of the Eleventh and Twelfth Books which 
aie usually read at Uie Universities. By James Martin, Head 
Master of the Endowed School, Wedgwood Institute^ Burslem. 
Crown 8va, doth, js. 6d. 

Martin's Euclid^ Book /., 

With a selection of Geometrical Problems for Solution. Crown 
8va, doth, is.' 

Martin's Euclid^ Books /. and 11.^ 

With a sdection of Geometrical Problems for Solution. Crown 
8vo., doth, IS. 6d. 

Piper^s Mental Arithmetic^ 

For Pupil Teachers and Students In Training Collies, containing 
Rules and Exercises founded on Examination Papers. By 
Thomas W. Piper, Normal Master and Lecturer on Ment^ 
Arithmetic in the National Sodetv's Training College, Bat- 
tersea. Foolscap 8vo., doth, is.,6d. 

t 

Piper^s Introductory Mental Arithmetic^ 

For Pupil Teachers and the Advanced Pupils of Middle-Class and 
Elementary Schools ; being a Short Exposition of the uses of 
Mental Arithmetic, with filustrative Examples, and a great 
number of New and Original Exercises. By Thomas W. ]^per. 
Foolscap 8vo., stiff cover, 6d. 

Rimmcf^s Architectural Drawing Studies. 

Intended as a Simple Gdde to the knowledge of Ancient Styles of 
Architecture. By Alfred Rimmer; with an Introduction by the 
Rev. J. S. Howson, D.D., Dean of Chester. Imperial 4ta, 
boards, 2s. 6d. ; bound in doth degant, gilt edges, 5s. 

ao 
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Taylor's Manual of Vocmi Mnsic^* 

For use in Public Elementary Schools, and adapted to the aeqiiir^ 
ments of the New Code. Forming a Complete Guide to Singing 
at Sight. By John Taylor, author of ** A few words on the 
Anglican ChanV' &c. Crown 8vo.,'bound in doth, is. 6d. 

«. Tk€ work may aUo he had in ParU — 

Part I. — Tbsorbtical, principally for Home Work. Crown 
8vo., stiff cover, price 6d. 

Part 3.— Practical, for use in SchooL Crown 8vo., stiff cover, 
price 9d. 

Taylof^s Choice Suular School Songs^ 

With an Introduction for the use of Teachers, on how to teach 
Music in Elementary Schools. Crown 8vo., stiff cover, 3d. 

Taylors Child's First Catechism of Music^ 

Adapted to the Lower Standards of Elementary Schools. Foolscap 
8vo.9 stiff cover, 2d. * 

Tablet Lessons. 

Fot use in the School-room or Nursery. The Set, comprising 19 
royal broadside sheets, in cover, with millboard back and 
wooden ledge to hang up, 3s. 6d. ; the separate sheets, each 2d. 

Whitwortfis Exercises in Algebra^ 

To Simple Equations inclusive. With an Introductory Lesson on 
Negative Numbers. For the use of Elementary Schools 
(Government Standards IV., V., and VI.) By W. Allen 
Whitworth, M.A., Fellow of St John's College, Cambridge, 
author of " Modem Analytical Geometry," &c. Foolscap 
8vo., stiff cover, 6d. ; or bound in doth, 9d. 

WorthingtofC s Spelling Card^ 

Fot all Standards, a collection of One Thousand Words which are 
often mis-spelt. On a card (5 x 74 in.) price id. 

Worthington' s Arithmetical Card$^ 

Arranged in Six Sets, each containing 24 Cards, i«Ch SMtof 
Answers, adapted to the Sbc^vemment StamtotdSb* fiitth 
Set of 24 Cards, with Answers, 9d. . .:* 



George Pliilip and Son, Publisliers, London and Liv6rpooL 



GEOGRAPHICAL CLASS BOOKS. 



A CLASS-BOOK OF MODERN GEOGRAPHY, with «. d. 

I"^xar:r.;:..iion (Questions, by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
FoolscA]) Svo, clolh ... ... ... ... ... 3 ^ 

Kit EI.LMKXTAKY CLASS-BOOK OF MODERN 
GEOGRAPHY, by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
Foolscap Sto, cloth ... ... .. ... .. I 6 

A CLASS-DOUK OF PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY, 
with nunicrovis Di.iL;r;inis and Examination Questions, 
by WiMi.ini Hu-lics, F.R.G.S. Foolscap 8vo, cloth 3 6 

AN 1 Li; Il.NTAkV CLASS-BOOK OF PHYSICAL 
Gi:' '(jRAPIIV, with Dia^'iams, by William Hughes, ' 
F.R.Ci.S. Intended as a Companion Text Book to 
**Plii!ii.s' Physical Atlas for Beginners."^ Foolscap * 
8vo, cl')ih, lettered ... ... ../ ... ... I o 

ELEMi NiARV GKOGRAPHY OF EUROPE, with 
a Map. By William Hughes, F.R.G.b". Imperial 
"^zmo, neat cover, 2d., or in cloth ... ... ... o 3 

ELE.MhMARV GEOGRAPHY OF ENGLAND AND 
WALKS, with a Map. By William Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
Imj'dial 32nio, neat cover, 2d., or in cloth ... ... o 3 

ELEMI.XrARY GEoGl4,\PHY OF SCOTLAND 

AM ) IKELANl), with Maps. By William Hughes, 

, F.I\.G-S. Imperial 32mo, neat cover, 2d., or in 

V'i'''t4i ••• •■• ••■ »•• ••• ••• • a^ ^^ ^ 

OUTLIXEJ^OF CrKOGRAPHY, FQ^^SCHOOLS 
»?»lM) ^T)LLEGES, bf William Lawson, sR Mark's 
Col!('.;",,Chclsca. Foolscap 8vo, cloth* ... ... 3 6 

THE GLuc;RAPliY OF-RIVER SYSTEMS, by Wil- 
liam Lawson, St. Mark's College, Chelsea. Foolscap 
8vo, clolh ... ... ... ... ... ... I 

THE GEOGRAPHY OF COAST LINES, by William 
4 Lawsjn, St, Mark's College, Chelsea. Foolscap 

8vo, cloth ... ... ... ... ... ... I 

THE YOUNG SCHOLAR'S GEOGRAPHY, by Wil- 
liam Lawson. Foolscap 8vo, stiff cover, 6d. , cloth, 8 9 

AMANUAL OF HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY, for ^ 
the use of Ciyil Service Students, Training Colleges^* 
&c By W. J. C, Crawley, B.A. Foolscap 8vo, 

wXOLIl ••• ••• •••' ••• ••• «•• ««« 2 




Georger Pliilip and Son, PuJ^Us^^erSi London and LiverppoL ; 
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EDUCATIONAL MAPS. 



PHILIPS' SERIES OF LARGE SCHOOL-ROOM MAPS. 

With the Physical Features boldly and distinctly delineated, and , 
the Political Boundaries carefully colored. Size— 5 feet 8 
inches by 4 feet 6 inches. MoTinted on rollers and varnished. 
Constructed by William Hughes, F.RJG^S. 



LIST OF THE MAPS. 



Price 1 6s. each. 
THE WORLD, IN HEMI- 
SPHERES 
EUROPE 
ASIA 

AFRICA f • 

NORTH AMERICA 
SOUTH AMERICA 
AUSTRAUA AND NEW 

ZEALAND 
NEW SOUTH WALES 



ENGLAND AND WALES 

SCOTLAND 

IRELAND 

PALESTINE 

INDIA 

Price 2X5. each.. 
THE WORLD, OM MERC^- 

TOR'S PROJECTION 
BRITISH ISLANDS 
NEW'^ ZEALAND 
QQEANIA 



PHILIPS' SMALLER SERIES O^CH00L.R90M MAPS. 

, Sizer-3 feet by 2 feet 6 inches. I . y. 
' Mount^ Ou rollers and vaniished, each 7s. dd. ' ^ . 

LI^iOF THE MA#5. 

E ASTERN HEMISPHERE 

WESTERN HEMISPHERB ■« 

EUROPE 

ASIA 

AFRICA 

NORTH AMERICA 

SOUTH AMERICA 

AUSTRALIA 

The above art reductions of the large series, constructed by WiHUun Hughes, 
F.R.G.S, , and are designed for use in Private Schools aad Families. They ai:e 
clearly and distinctly engraved, and embody an amount of information not t^ 
be had in any similar series of Maps. * 



NEW ZEALAND 
ENGLAND AND WALES 
SCOTLAND 
IRELAND 
PALESTINE 

WANDERINGS OP TUB 
ISRAELITES 



GQorge Pliilip and Son, Pu 



n and liverpooL , 




